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FIRANHAS, by Horsdd Schult. 30¢ from
your dealsr o direst fram L

The many species of characid
fishes making up the group pop-
ularly known as piranhas have a
solid and devoted [following
Beginners and experts alike at
some time or other determine to
find out for themselves whether
piranhas sre the dangerous
marauders legend has made
them or whether they are mere-
ly suffering from the sxaggera-
tions of folklore.

Harald Schultz, famous Brazil-
ian scientist-explorer, knows the
truth sbout piranhas and tells
it in his fascinating account of
the life habits of these endur-
ingly popular aquarium speci-
mens. But part and parcel of the
value of Piranhas is the book’s
masterful presentation of both
text and photographs that en-
able hobbyists to tell the many
piranhn species apart, to sepa-
rate the relatively dangerous
fishes from the completely harm-
less ones. Vividly illustrated
with 18 fullcolor natural photo-
graphs in addition to its many
informative black and white
illustrations, Piranhas gives a
comprehensive view of the sub-
family Serrasalminae from all
angles of importance to

hobbyiste.
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the right food

for every fish

and every diet
need

I's the aatural fish food be-
ewiga it's naturally nutritious.
All fish — tropicals and ma-
ring—thiive on one or more
of Tetra Min's & wonderful
diet selections. Each is sci-

dients. won't cloud the
water! Ask for Tetra Min ot
B:u‘r.fnnfita Pet Supply

entifically compounded from
real, ral fish food ingre-

March, 1965

EDITORIALLY ...

The world in general, and Great Britain in particular has
lost one of its most outstanding people: Sir Winston
Churchill. We all know of this wonderful man's many
activities, but most of us are not aware of the fact that he
was a fish hobbyist for many years. He was greatly press-
ed for time to visit the many aquarium exhibitions in
England, but always found a few minutes to look at some
fish he particularly liked. There is an account of one
time when he watched two male bettas in a tank furiously
trying to push through a dividing glass to tear each other
to bits. Somebody asked him if he liked fighting fish, to
which his answer was: "No more than other fish, but | do
admire their guts!" " Sir Winston Churchill was an honorary
member in many aquafium societies in Great Britain, and
it was known that he was greatly interested in the cold-
water species, He began his fish-keeping at an early
age, and there are numerous goldfish pools scattered
about his birthplace, Blenheim Palace, =

Many great people find it very relaxing to their jangled
nerves to take a short rest in front of a fish tank and
watch the fish as they go about their little tasks, Many
a person with a problem on his mind has studied a tank-
ful of fish and been surprised when he got up to have
everything fall into place! | like to imagine Sir Winston
Churchill sitting before a fish tank with all the complex
problems he had during World War I, problems that would
have broken the heart of many lesser persons, smoking his
big cigar and murmuring his belief that there would always
be an England.

Wit it
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Cheirodan dxelradi, the Cardinal tetra, faund for the first time in Colombia,

4

My M;st Successful
Expedition— _
Cardinals in Colombia

by Di. Hemaewr R. AxeLnon

with photos by the author,
1 was tingling with excitement as our Avianca planc began to lose akitude over
the high Andes Mountains, preparatory to landing in Bogota, Colombia. This
rainy capital city, 8,000 feet up in the Andes, contains no fish which might ever
edorn an aquarium, but it did rcpresent the wostern gateway 1o the huge
Amazon River system. It was from here that [ was to take a breathtaking ride
through the Andes, by taxi, to the first city on the lahos (plains), east of
Bogom; it was here that Gulf Fish Farm had its beautiful compound.

With me on this expedition was William “Bill" Riese, of Aquatic Fisheries,
New York City, Bill, my constant travelling companion, made valuable
contributions to the TF.M. cxpeditions. His sense of humor, even ar a time
when my spirits were ot 4 low ebb, never failed to brighten even the most
discouraging situation . . . and his knowledge of imported tropical fishes is
almost Jegendary, Bill's losses from imporied fish run less than 27 of his
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NEW!

The new Head-snd-tail Light, & niew 1pecies of Hypbessobrycon.

The large Caenctropus lnbyrinthicus.

#w, unbelierobly
sa beavtify Cner 0.5 ans
patants panding.
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WITHOUr A 3.0 AQUARIUM BACKGROUNDI
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o kil the parasite
Tor fungus, plusan
ariti-biatic that heals
the wounds left by
the dissae! Less than

_12% centy per cure!

FOR INFORMATION WRITE:

AQUARIUM PHARMACEUTICALS

BOX S50 (DEFT. TR OCRESHER, PENNSYLVANIA 19025
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Hyphessobrycon stictus.

Apistogramma ramirexi; this is the wild farm which retains most of its color even after
several menths In the aguarium!

March, 1965

Tha end of the Andes, immadiately cutside Villavicencio

entire gross, There isn't another impaorter in the world who approaches that
figure!

But back to Bill's sense of hamer for @ momeat. The first night we were
in Bognta, we stayed at the Steve's Hotel. This isn't the swankiest hotel in
Bogota, but Steve is an American, he flies his own C-17, he has holding
fucilities for 250,000 Neons in his hotel, and he hauls tropical fish from
Colambis to Tampa on 4 bl-weekly hasis, We were waiting for Steve 1o make
arrangements for hauling the fish we hoped to catch back to Gulf at Palmetta,
Florida. Bogota in N bet is hing but a paradise. The temp
fluctuates from 75 w0 45 in a marer of minutes; it is almost constantly
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Megalamphadus sweginsi, the Red Phantom.

The new Apistagramma species,
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A view of Villavicancio from the mountaine ovarisaking the city.

raining; and the gir is so thin at B,000 feet thar we were plagued with spells
of breathl and constant headaches, Rather than eat every meal at the
Sreve's Hotel, we decided 1o experiment with the local chow, and we tock
one meal at the “bast™ hotel in town.

Now everybody knows that Colombia is famous for its coffee, and 1 love
strong black coffee and drink it without sugar (while most South Americans
drink it with five or six spoonfuls to the cup). After finishing & very uneventful
meal of a stcak that dared you to chew it, 1 locked forward to my hot, strong
coffee. 1 almost quivered with delight when we were served in cups that were
a kit larger than the usual 2 ounce coffee cups for which Colombians are noted.

14
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Bill was unimpressed. He merely looked at his stained jungle jacket,
shrugged, and said: “What are you getting excited about, ke war dead, wam’r
he?”

1 msted thar dead cockroach for weeks afierward. (By the way, 1 ok the
meect with me; preserved it in formalin und donated it o the Smithsonian
Institution along with my collection of fishes, Wouldn's it be & riot if this
turned out to be a new species . . . and we named it coffestons /

1 finally convinced Bill that we should head for Villavicencio the next
morning, and thus began the most beautiful automaobile ride [ have ever tsken
The road from Bogota to Villavicencio s a first class road most of the way
It goes through mountains and valleys that defy deseription . . . and 1 have
ridden through the Alps in Switzerland, the Burma Pass, the Khyber Pass, the
Canadian Rockies and the mountsine north of San Francwco, Califormia,
Nothing compares with this ride for sheer beauty. The trip takes about four
hours, and almost exactly halfway there is a roadside rest which serves the
traveler. It is manned by the local Indians, sad the food is unbelievably tasty,

w Calombian army te snter the fish business. Ha s

Capt. Emilio Saiz retired fen
sh Farms to run its compoands in Colombia.

employed by Gulf

[
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After the first mouthful, 1 noticed o decidedly peculiar taste and [ said to
Bill: “Even the coffec tastes bad here. Lets get rolling to Villavicencio;
Steve will catch up to us.”

Bill just sat and stared into space.

“ had to let you talk me into coming here, when I could be in Belem
(Braril) carching Discus#* he said, rather despondently.

Suddenly 1 broke the lethargy, and said: “Come on Bill, let’s go. Let’s
utke the first taxi to Villavicencio. This place is awful "' With that, I picked
up my coffee cup and drainsd the cup dry. Almost instanily 1 spat our the
mouthful of coffee, for in the bottom of the cup was a huge 14" cockroach. . . .
and as T spat it out, its spiny Jegs caught on my tonguc and the side of my
mouth, making the whole effort an awkward, sloppy splatter that decorated
cveryone within spraying distance,

In tha jungle near Villavicencio, Bill Riate, with Capr. Salz, fished in the nearby streams

< caught some nics R
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Pleae Mention T.F.H. When Writing to Advertisen

ﬁ TWO GREAT NEW
"AQUARIUM PRODUCTS
BY SUPREME...

Revolutionary in Design— Guistanding in Quality!

NEW
SUPREME
VALVE

WILL NOT LEAK !
COSTS NO MORE THAN
CHEAPLY MADE VALVES!

Dan't Acerpl Substiiutes!
Lot B 1 et B o
g

gTE

New! Exclusive!

SUPREME
SWITCHMASTER

COMBINES MULTIPLE
ELECTRICAL OUTLITS
RIGHT ON THE TANKI

-
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bimal matini.

Eugene G. Danner Mfg. Inc.
1660 Summerfield Straet, Brooklys 27, 8. T
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e Larry Konig reports . ..

S P9 food RUT-KING

For FISH You NEVER DREAMED POSSIBLE!"

" Tuke A Feeding Tip From Inmemailonslly Known Breeders,
Exhibiturs, See Big Improvement In Vour Fish.

Yex, you can now bring breathtaking beauly to your tropicaly the ensy, fool
rmnl' way .. with Rul-King fish foods. Developed by Dr. John Rutkowski and

oty Konig, emiment breeders, authors, lecturers, Rut-King foods give you
mmary balanced nutrition than ary other
prepurcd food. And Rut-King is ac
tually more sconomical became it's all
foeind, comtaims no “Rllen”. Ounce for
wrence, Rur-King Iv the moar nutritiomn
dry fowd you can buy!

WORKS LIKE MAGICI Yo only the re-
wults hre mage, The real kev is in the
method of feeding thew three Rut-
King foods. And you'll find the Runt
King feesding method fully explained
in the manual given FREE with every
purchume

3 FOODS FOR ALL DT NEIDS:
(-

WEFGNTS LIKE TIESE PROVE
RING FOODS ARE
FISH .

x ¢ WL
BEST FOR YOUR
For all sizes, species. Used by profes
sl B .

Th ea 8¢ & ex 230

it
BOOSTER"
The most nearly perfect conditioning eWiareer | il 8 o frod 1 figd
foud and diet supplement SR e o el
1% es. T & ss $2.25 b
LY 008 . st Jife amd, matarsl anfor, mh-

! et Mreries
All-purpose guppy food and nutritious
food for fry. Use whesever 3 “micro”
grind i needed,

1% es 80c & oz $2.39

CET BUT-KING AT YOUR DEALER'S.
If he can't supply. onder direct, Post-
paid on $2.00 or more. Send cash,
check, morey arder. No COD. FREE
with order; Ruthowshi-Konig “Feed-
ing Munual”

RUT-KING

Bioguaties

BOX 11T
CARWCOD, M.J
Dasler, Jaber tanaiciee

Inwited
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Gull"s compound lies »t the bottom of this mountain, the last mountain of the Andes
before it becomes the famous llanot, ar plain, of Colombia.

Cape. Saiy, trained a5 an - ity g and retired
from the Colembian army. He served for many years in Leticia, the south-
castern-most tip of Colombis, at the Peruvian-Brazilian border. [t was here
that Saiz learned about fishes and fishing. . . . and it was here that he started
in business after he retired from the military w0 enter the business world,
What was most seriking abour Capt. Saiz was his command of English and
his immacalate appearance. I hope [ don't give you the impression that Capt.
Saiz {5 an old man; far from it. He is a young forty, and extremely active,
The compound be maintins for Gulf is also immaculate, and no small
engineering feat either. In order w get running water, Capt. Suiz ran an
aqueduct from a clear fresh stream in the mountains, through a 16 fnch pipe,
10 his compound half a mile away and a thousand feet lower. The coal, fresh
water i 8 tonic for the fishes, and the outdoor pools need never be shaded, for
the running water kecps the pools sweet and the fishes cool. The water from
the stream has a pH of 6.8 and is 74°F. in Ideal for handling
fishes!

March, 1965

Our luncheon snack was about two quarts of the sweetest {reshly squeczed
orange juice I ever tasted (marred only by thousands of flies and diny hands
domg the sqoeczing) and potatoes boiled, and then decp fried (whole) in the
fat of some kind of animal I have never scen cooked before. Perhaps it was a
[lama, From that gurpm'mc: on, Bill and 1 always wok the cab ride of four
hours fram Villavicencio to Bogota, even though the airplane made it in 20
minutes and cost the same,

Arriving in Bogots, we went immediately to the Hotel Metn where we
were grected by Capt. Emilio Saix. Our whole experience with Capt. Saiz is
so different that 1 must describe some of the derails of this visit, First of all,
the Hotel Meta (named for the Meta River). This is a beauriful tropical
hotel. Here, only 75 miles from Bogota, the climate was betier than Miami
Beach . . . and the hotel afmas o5 comfortable. In the cenver of the hotel is
1 huge, cléan swimming pool with filtered water; a very comfortable bar is
1o be found in the hotel, in a room 100 fect wide and 300 feet long. The
restaurant is clean and neat and, except for the huge rats which scampered
about every few minutes, distracting you with their scratching sound as
they moved quickly from one side of the room to the other, the meals were
enjoyable and varied. . . sexcept for the beef, which was so tough it defied
chewing. -

Tha Saie Family. the dinner we had in Villavicencio witk Capt. Saiz and his wife, was
a memorable one, cspecially afver the filth and discomfore of the [ungle,
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The next morning, after a very restful night at the Howel Meta, we went
10 the river and started our fishing. In the shallow, rapid parts of the river
close 1o the compound (which is ncar the airport about five miles outside of
{own), we used various rypes of nets to caich the beautiful Corydoras metaz
and Hyportomes plecostomus, Also in the same stream were colorless silver
tetras and the magnificent green-gold variety of Corydoras aemews, This
vaiety is extremely beautiful and very valuable because the fish don't Jose
ihe reddish yellow glow to their bodies and lower fins. The accompanying
color photo barely does them justice, They are different than the Trinidad
semens in other respects, too. First, they are more 'friendly’ and don't spend
s much of the daylight hours lying motionless on the bottem. Sacmr!]j‘,
they are very peaceful and cven when kept with a tankful of newbern Guppies,
they didn't bother them. Thirdly, and mos: importantly, they are strong and
hardy and live for many months in the home aquarium where they are subject
to many ahuses. The green-gold Corydoras is worth the fow extra pennies it
might cost. It is a very colorful scavenger.

[aes this Iook like @ barren river! In this shallow stream we collected thousands of
Corydoray metde, Coryderor sensan and plecornoms

iR
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Assisting us in fishing were two Indisn boys} one of them, named Inuma, ti
was from Leticia and, as was typical of most Indians, was extremely capable, g“ tas [ a E u U

hardworking and uncomplaining. What & refreshing difference from the

white-skinned campesifios of South America, Inuma knew how to fish and
together we collected several hundred Corydoras and plecastowmss in five or zrma“
six hours, Gulf now has a regular pipeline for weekly shipments of both types

of Corydoras and plecostowms, This is important because Trinidad, the usual
source for aemews and plecostowna is almost fished out, and the Government
has placed an embargo on shipping fishes every other season. Bach shipper i
allotted a certan ration of fishes he can ship . . . ond the season 15 open for
three months , , . then closed for three months . . . in the Government’s
effort to prevent the complere extinction of catfish from the small island.
After completely mvesugating the fishes in the Villavicencio ares, we
chartered & smell Norseman airplane and flew northeast to what looked
like a promising ares in the [lanos {plains) separating the Amazen jungle from
the Andes mountains, This plain is huadreds of miles wide and is infamous for
its bandits. As a mater of fact, when we arrived at one small city on the Rio
Meta, we were met by Sgr. Tomas Galan, Batallon de Infanteria, No, 21

Flylng into lsolated areas in our chartered Narseman, | brought along Capt. Saiz, lnuma
and his Indian companion, and only Mshing gear. We never brought food, but depended
upan our ability to buy it. .. ar cateh i,

mutriious Make food you can buy
wywhere, the ooe prefered by e
perts, And [t wan't cloud yowr
i

Birell—tha superior dake lood lor
trapical and marine fish that gained
instant popLianity in Lurope — s now
wvaileliic in the LS This it the modt

ire--

oy B LEIRLLATE PO 15, DIVIHON OF TERNED INDLSTRIES, £4C, MARRIION, ), f bhew Vark, K.Y,
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EUREKA

« ASSURES HEALTHFUL AQUARIUMS

‘ BACK-UP YOUR FILTER
gu’-. WITH THE LONG LASTING

[II:II] P VIBRATOR
|HEAVYY-DUTY) AIR PUMP
: STAINLESS STEEL
DIAPHRAGM
Completely New
Defign
No Rubber Parts
that De!eriorale

The Calembian army, ehrough Sgt. Galan, supphied us with a truck and an armed guard
when we fished in the llanos [plaing) in eastern Colombia

"Vargas," of the Colombian Army. The Scrgeant was extremely cooperative,
and merely for & 55-gallon drum of gasoline, he provided us with mili ry
transportation end an armed guard. We needed a guard, too, for cnly a short
time before we arrived, and at the exact same place in which we fished, a
most cruel and inhuman murder wok place.

The bandits approached the thatched hut of o cowboy living on the plains to
steal his cows. They herded the entire family into the one large room of the
house and bound all the children and their mother together, leaving them to
lie helplessly on the floor. They took the cowbay, stripped him and slammed
a drawer shut on his genitals, nailing the drawer locked after they finished.
Then they nailed onc of the cowboy’s hands 1o a post in the house, threw 3
very old, dull knife on the table and set fire to the house, Even after the
cowboy sacrificed himself to save his family, they murdered his wife and
children and left the cowboy to die slowly in the hot sun. (He didn’t die,
having been saved by a chance visit from a neighbor.)

It felt comfortable to have the army, with cocked and loaded rifles, assisting
us

We drove out into the llancs for many miles, stopping only 1o dip & net

RUNS 5 FILTERS
et | Long Life!
Quiet! long Life!
experimentally into the watcr, now and then. Suddenly 1 gasped, fur ahead of
us on the horizon T could make oot the familiar buriti-palm tree, This is the WORLD'S FINEST

palm tree thatis always found where Cardinal Tetras are found, Iwondered. .. AQUARIUM E u R E KA :i?:';“:“"cc:'
. N2

PRODUCTS
26

Does Not Lose Power

HIGH POWER!

Made in U.5. A,




As soon w the truck arrived at the ares in which we saw the burici-palm, | jumped off

the truck and headed for the water. Bill Riese followed me with the camera equipment
and the net.

1 could hardly wait as the ruck drove slowly across the plains 1o the
swampy land adjacent to the paims. This was the rainy season and every-
thing was muddy, Even as we rode, the insects were cating us alive, But [
fergot abour the bugs now. This beauiful sight . . . buriti-palms in the middie
of the plains . . . was overpowering. It's almost like finding bunana trees in
Central Park, New York!

‘When the truck had to stop sbout a mile from the water, I quickly jumped
off, grabbed Inuma and Bill Riese, and we headed for the stream which was
nourishing the buriti-palms. The water was cool (73°F.), perfectly dlear, pH
6.4, and very deep. Though only ten feet or wo in width, the stream was 20
feet deep in some places, and the local Indians who waiched me fish refused
to go in the water for fear of the Jarge snakes that drag you down and drown
you before you are caten.

The sides of the stream went strught down and were lush with the most
beautiful water plants, There wasn't an inch that wasn't bright green with
plants T had never seen before (I didn't bring any plants back as 1 didn't
have on impart permit for plants . . . but they will soon be collected
and sent sround 10 all the commercal people specializing in aguarium
planis), The scene was hypnotizing, and [numa, Bill and 1 were smnding
there for at least ten minutes before the rest of the crew caught up to us,
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An Octopus in Your Aquarivm?

- Keep him happy with @ MIRACLE FILTER

>

NEY Miracle Filter

FOR nql.lnlul.l!ls

39 Standard Sizes
Are Now Available
For Immediate Delivery

Would one of the
following fit ;n-r

IF YOU DiD HAVE AN OCTOPUS IN YOUR
AQUARIUM YOU WOULD NEED A MIRACLE
FILTER TO KEEP HIM CLEAN AND HAPPY.
Now Custom Made—For Custom Tanks—uwith
our new Cmodular'’ molds we are able o make
8 Miracia Filter to fit any size Custem Tanh.

aquarium
0y 4 36 x18 For a FREE quotation on a Custom Miracle Fil
24x 6 B 120 ter to fit your tank. just send us the inside
24y 8 0 xi4 dimantions of your tank. You'll be glad you
243 10 51 x 2215 did! (And 50 will your ectopus!)
gg: :g g; : :;’.»: Irur Marine Aquariums, too—do as the pro.
essionals do. Marineland of the Pacific, Palcs

3611 _J"_ a:ﬂb‘m‘-‘zal‘.l Verdes and Sea World, San Diego, California
Lams s abdhidde o ¥5ehma=, Custorn Mirache Filters in meir Jewsl
alrep fawd v it no extea clarge sy

FOR THE RED AND YELLOW BOX!

MIRACLE FILTER COMPANY
Bor 0128 lang Besch, Calfersia 50810
Phone: Area Code 213 — 436.7293

Hiracle filte

PO
At bhetber pob shops, s write
fer froe brochure.
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ASILAN

TROPICAL

FISH

HATCHERY

SPECIALS for FEBRUARY

Brick Red Swords

Sunﬂ;f Platy \:nriuhn

R ar Angels

!‘ezutniim Wag Platies
Black Lyretail Molly

African Zenopus Frogs
Colorful Guppies

Redrail Black Sharks (Med.}
Japanese Koi (Carp) o

dreds of other teo L]
Send for our price list foday.

NO ONE CAN OFFER THE QUALITY OF FISH THAT

EASTLAMD SELLS. TRY US IF YOU DON'T BELIEVE IT

We iell 1o dealers and jebberi only. Write for currenl price Iist on
your business letterhend or call,

PICAL FISH HATCHERY, Inc.

. Ty F INC [ 4

EASTLAND TRO

9

This s what we saw in the digancs the barithpalms and & vmall chatched rool hut
that wat deterted bacause it it Imdll“éf-ﬁlil to liwe slona in that sres where the baadits
are 3ill preying on the lnnooent

Inums aod | went into the water immediarcly, and when we brought up
the first net, we screamed with delight! Every fish in the ner was a prize!
Magnificent Apistogramma rasmivesi, not the grubby washed out specimens
that result from years of inbrecding, but yellows, blues and reds that defy
the imagination, Now T know why this fish @ so populir . . . many years ago,
when the first Rams came to the USA, their color must have been the same as
these, for even several months later, as 1 Jook at them in my aguarum as 1
write these words, 1 see colors that no tank-rajsed Ram ever had. The color
photo accompanying this article was not taken in Colombia, a3 were the rest
of the photos . . . this phow was wken in Jerscy three months later! Please
ry o buy one imported: Ram; see what color can be in o small cichlid.

In the same pet we found the paradoxical Hyphessobrycon siicius, In
nature, this fish has a bright cardinal-red caudal peduncle. This soon fades
if the fish 1% not kept in water which has a pH of around 5. We ako found
Marble Hatchetfish and o beauniful new Apisrogramema which is going to
be described shortly by Dr. Fritz Terofal of the Bavarian Muscum in Munich,
The second netful of fish brought up beautiful Copelia und one lone specimen
of the Cardinal Tetra, Cheirodon axelrodi, Imagine finding Cardinals thous-
ands of miles from the Rio Negro! We also found along with them the Red
Phantom, Megalamphodus meegien. T have never found so many commercially

Comtinued on Fages &5
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Having Trouble Identifying
Corydoras?

by Dr. Hexniwr R, Axrinon
Drawings by Ingeborg Weirich
Identifications by Dr. W. Klausewit:

Next to Cardinals and Neons, the Corvdoras species are probably the most
popular fishes to come out of South America. So confused are the correct
names of these fishes that every knowledgeable ichthyologist who has in-
vestigated the field strongly recommends a complete reworking of the genus,

Two groups, to my knowledge, are now working on this problem: Dr.
Stanley Weiteman, Dr, George Myers' brilliant student, now working at
the United States National Museum in Washingron, and Dr. W. Klausewitz
with his assistant, Fritz Roesel, ot the Senckenberg M in F
Germany,

Klnusewite, the recipient of many of the Corydoras species collected by the
staff of TFH in Brazil, cooperated with me by supervising an artist i the
of the i drawings 1o assist both hobbyist und

scientist in the proper identification of the Corydoras species. [ showed the
illustrations to Dr. Weitzman, who disagreed with some of the identifications
and the validity of seme of the specics.

The popularity of Corydoras as scavengers is well deserved, and these
peaceful, active fishes have a place in all community aquaria.

Tropical Fish Hobbyist

Curpduras
habrosus

Carydoral
schwarizl

E’A’gea,-.:;j'{;ﬁ?, ;

Carpdaras
sehwartzl
(veriation)
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Corydoras
axelrodi




'Y —
Tropical Fish Hobbyist Maorch, 1963
Carycaras
Corydaror sychri
haraldschulizi =
- iy
s Corydoros
melenistivs

Corydaray
funnelii

Corydoras _
bondi

Corydoros

ambiocus
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Wii-NEs*
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Corydoras
barkatus

Corydoras
sques

Corydaras
spilurus

A
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By William Vorders inkley

I you have on squorive guestion and cennat find the onower in sny of the shandand
refnrmnce fexte send | te MAIL CALL Eoch month this column will publish ihe mei
interpating yewstiom mieived mrd thale sniwers, Letten conbaining question canmnel e
adnowledged er Daresred panasally. Address o gquestions ter MANL CALL TIN
Publicntions, Inc, 145-147 Cornelison Ave. Jarvey City 1. N, L
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BATTERY POWERED
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Broeding zebras
Q. 1 am intorestad in hreeding ze-
! anios and would appreciate it

wize (about 2 inohen). Choose o fo
male that da bulging with eggs awd
wur

AQUARIUM
VACUUM CLEANER

va would answer the fallowing
questions:

At what age should zebras ba
awned T

In o S-gallon aquariom
enough for the spawning?
What kind of = s mnrhles
sheuld bo ueed an the hottom?

4. What kind and how muony plonts

iy eanfined spare.
hey have been Enoum o broed m
. towtie bege swhile being core

lnrge we from the store!

should be 1ase Top quelly
5. How much light should be sup-
.......... plied? aquarium line,
6. What should the temperaturs he? it

hould the hree:
the breeding aguariam?

r lomg will it take for the
kateh?

Leonardi, Raltimere, Md. |

(S

RHINEHART CO.

Spencervi Indiana

i b mpeiiemn =
ot after they have atteained full

Pleose Mention T.F.H. When Writing to Advertisers

FANCIERS - we have

o special list of rore collection

DEALERS - we howe

a wpecinl wholesale lis of 150

varieties of fropical fsh. A ftems such of tpecial fancy Del.
large wholesole supply colo- totall guppy - Hi-fin Moons
log, OVER 300 illusirations. We Variatus Block mollles
have o special plant list. Write Swords - Ete., Efc

us for pick-up isrvice
Color Chart showing 90 fish in color 19" x 28" - $3.00 Postpaid

BELDT'S AQUARIUM, Inc. - Hazelweed 21, Mo. Since 1930
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L e of the heat hotlam

rERgw

i & dowbla lager wf andinary toy

s marblen, Koep the water levet
dhant 2 ! er the top
layer o ebra egge will fall

arbles befor
the fiah in wid-waler
Then the moackles will protect the
e from further attempts
nta to cat them,

eferable wa

they ure

o wEe any

and look rarefully for the fry dur
ing the west 4 days,

B Tepending on the Bomn e v bw re
and ouditions, the ey
should hatelh in 38 te 60 Aewrs

Mont of the fry will not be e
however, wntil & dag or twe later
when they hee

"

o free swimmiiey,

Forming a soristy

oot all @ 1 nm 'y
bhrevdera the moint of ing an sopsaeivm
However, | ha
Il 0 go about it
me?
: Mrz. Reland Tompliine,
when they Presque 1 Me.
o A, You can get more comp i
. t mee farmation than o ¥
thewn spasw, remare them whem yow by weriti to The Intermntional

aen that the fesmals Aan alimmed

e, If yoie are nob awrs, reme
Htiem after aboiet 36 or 48 howrs

arvan nationwide.

o perfect sonditi
No packing charge — no carion charge.

..

it s beat.

Federntion of Aguarivm
Adidrens y
1B Casrt 8

GOLDFISH
TROPICAL FISH

* Transportstion by sir, bus or mall €osty less than 1 cent per fish fer most

You puy onl 3
puy cnly I'orml‘.jl\-'lc FISH RECEIVED — 999 of shipments arrive

Thres Springs i best, not because it bs the largest, bast largest because

Ceder hoalthy, live doldfish, tropical fink, myuatic planfs,
turties and reluted items from

THREE SPRINGS FISHERIES

2735 Lilypons Buond, Lilypons, Maryland 31717

and gave with every asder

seiar blem,
v mguiry o TIFAS,
Moutivells, [

Overnight
Delivery

Phone: 301, 874-3333
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Mant troobles
i I have o I5 gallon tank that is

March, 1965

th Vallisneria,
Cryptoeney .

prite, 3 3
blem iz that nothing seems
ow. The Cryptocoryne gets full
if nlgae and the water sprite gels
tringy. 1 use a total of 63 watls
snting for & hours a day, The pH
the hardmess s 220 ppm
What could he the matter?
Uary Goldstein,

hicaga, 101

A. Yier grrobler o o combinetion
if toa suweh Hpht ownd water that (e

Please mention T.F.H.
whan wiiting 1o odvertivers

AQUARIUM COVER. ..

with wmoll comer cutovhi for heoler end
Ber—luh way iny dint ey oel.

Agee Top reduces evaporation and helps
maintais & constynl waler lempasok
o wrassparent heal-tesistant plaithc.
ldeol for marine

Avsliably in dandord ires ot Sl guolity
dealen.
GENERAL ENTERPRISES

56 Mocomber Arenwe, Springfeld, M

too hmrd. Cwut dows on the wniinge

ppe—r—

What holds this tank together?

SILASTIC® brand Aquarium Sealant—so tough it can
actually be used to build a 10-

gal. tank without supports!

You can actually bulld up 1o & 10-galion
aquanium—using new Sitastic® brang
Aquarium Saaiant to support the wdes

This new seatant forms a tight. tough
seal of silicone rubber that is permanantly
alastic. Used in your present aguarium |t
Sinps leaks, reduces the hard of shifting
or maving your tank, and protects your
Investment.

56

SILASTIC

AQUARIUM

For simple directions on how to construct
an aquarium using %" plate giass and
Aguarium Caulk, write to Dow Corning
Corporation, Box 7038, Greensboro, North
Caretina

Sitastic® brand Aguarium Caulk can be
abladned almos! anywhare pet supplies are
sold. Or send $1.9% {check or money arder)
to the adress above,

from Dow Garning

March, 1963

Water 1prite, Carotopiers thaliciraide

af Hight mther than B Ttise, Jar

&5 wealts is intense ifusah =
il tank should eliminate
the nlgae e Cryplocarpas i

the stringy growth of the waler
r in partieslariy
Cryplocoryne apeciot.
tha
4

aprite. Hu
Tuwrmful
Reduee
wofteming muteriol or by repla
ter with vrinusler oF

tlee’n hardness v

wame fundk o
nqlted s,

Overdur molly
@. 1 have severnl black mallips, COne
female has been pregnant for &
months and still hasit had any
habics. Can you tell me what is
wrong with her? z

David Darocher, Deweea, N Y.

A Sometimes g fivebearer will drop

ife goang woer g perisd of time
rather than all ot ence. Thin in the
went Bty cirplanativn of what

Ity If she

bappening with g
1 drapping one bl ¢
vwen fwr peatation peri
averlng, cudeing e bo

bar none...
and it will not cloed the water

Fiaver Fskes i § toition of five nutribion-

wesl porcentage

pachet fisken carkaivieg e e H

of proteirs and vilaming evef ol
e gevalupod In Watism
form of frod wan developed |
This rew form of ho pusepad In Wsten
% nidwe morta

fikng vt the nateril n_
prewide SetTer haal Flawos Flake:

\a3tes 50 gowd fsh ead (hem e mad Gt some
todny s soe

Frmprtapemm— ] W -
Money-Back Guarieige. 1 you're et compistcly
u!nmkrml:- c with wnwned parihe aad ot
mongy wil bo ielunded

T L o nafus e Thareugdly
Al A e T e Lburaorir
W GTOEH COMBANTYT NG
17 MURRLY 5T ORK, N T
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Gavid molty

with fey conatuntly, You prodobly
hovew't aeen any of the babive be-
ewse they huve been outen,

Twa fliers

Q. 1 just started a 10-gallon aguar-
hum whout £ months ago. [ used an
inside filter but that didn't scem to
o & good job so [ ndded an under
grovel plate filter. Unless I'm too
particular, I'm still not getting
enough filtration. When I change
the inside Blter, 1 disturb the grav-
ol and atir up a cloud of debris. 1
now have 2 ewordtails, 2 zebras, 4
mollies, 2 neons, & tiger barb, an
nngeifish, a cotfish, and a snail 1
food brine shrimp, molly food, and

regular dried Food.

Mrs L. A. Jarosh, Perry, lawa
A. The inside fitter whauld have
been swangh for your tank. The ad-
dition of the wnider-gravel filtor
shonld certainly keep yowe water
elear. Beennwn of the way it sper-
ried, an under-gravel flter will al-
ways cause o slight amennt of de-
brie to be present in the fapruant
leyers of provel, Thie in the dobris
that iz phaut tn be decomposed, and
i should not enuse anp trowble, It
i poasible  that, on yow seggest,
v are betmg ton partionlnr, Vour
agigrinm s not overerowded amd,
wnless you are overfeeding, yanr
walar ard gravel surface should be
rure than clean mmough.

Quick growih
Q- Recently one of my platies had
babies. | put them in a et hreedor.
Somehow | overlookst one. In two
weeks” Lime this one has grown
much lurger than the others
Gary Grannis, Edina, Winn,
A. Your platy petl something the
wthers evidently didn't. For ome
thing, he had all tha! space fe him-
self. Far umather, he dide’t have to
battle with all his hrothers and wis-

Plecse Mention T, F.H, When Wiiting 1o Advertiers
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Trapped male
Q L1 put a female guppy in a
breading trap with 4 male to breed
them. After about an hour, she ate
him. Why did this happen?
2. My hatchetfish stay st the top
when I feed live food. The food
sinka down before they ean eat it
How ean | make sure they get live
Tood?

Marian B Klepser, Berwyn, Fa.
A. 1. Firat of all, there iz never
any reason o pul & male in a broed-
ing trap. [f mature mals and fe-
male guppics are kept together the
females will always he preguant.
The moet proboble answer fa gosr
quantion fa Lhat the wale died o
wittnrel denth and yon obeerved the
female picking at kie body. {1 i
Mighty unlikely that the femele af-
taeked and Rilled bim.

F

a—
& hatchatfih—Cormagialla whigets

2. Pour the live food into the tomk
so that it falls in fromt of the hat-
chetpinh. If they see it and want (¢
badly ewangh they will fallow € at
loant port weay down, Awather smlu-
tinn i to feed bve foode that pe-
mein on tap. You could wse woros
fwi from o floating feeder, mos-
qurito egps, or wingless fruit flies

Plecse Manfion T.F.H, When Writing to Advertisers

of Hard Water —
Less Lively...Less

wholesomw, Fou feed
s

ek

(" Your Fish May Be Victims

Hard to Breed! .......

sale, de

pendabia. Inciudes com-

plete instructions. (Lasts
yuarn)

Colorful...

DNTENS BN excess of calciur and
ritiss. Thix 23n be s taegh on fSas

wnel plast be 54 paiited siv in to humane, Whes the ait yoo brestbe iy cean and
hesanies more mare

witive. have COIOF (M YOUr Chesks

The ST prRCe appies 10 your fish In facl wevy hard waler may even
" reaperaiony systeme. S0 why deprve
#of walar whan tws simply theps can salve your

Fumt, Sew Wgw Mard the Walw i with CHLENNITE

your finh of the hastthy oot o
probiem

ferend, Sehum The Waimr Projerty wEN SOFTRITL

AGQUARIUM SBTOCK COMPANY, INC.

77 MuERAT £

v
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tera for exery bil of food: He had
the lif of Reitly [or lineael!!

Ant pupae

@ 1. This a mther dry area, re-
sulting in a searcity of natural live
fonds far me to colleet, However,
we have n great many red, or har-
vestor, ants. Would the pupae of
these ants make good fsh food?

# 1 nm not sure what the propes
name is for my gupp The fu
male iz nondeseript in every way,
The male s theee-quarters black
with a red tail. The doral fin is
very long. He is similar o thie gup
Py on page 56 of your Auguss insue,
His tail is not o wide but Is lopger.
3. 1 happen to have a fairly v
amount of meney which [ would
Jikn to spend on 3 good tropieal fish

Plome mentian T.F. H.
when writing to odvartise

ATTENTION

Aguarium and Pet Stores
uur 1985 SPECIAL LIFT s il
efs our matling Dl veewved
thelre. Did yoo®
e, WERE 8 e e atien
o ad e Wi Plate YOG Ttle e ouI
nsiling Hat

For Quality Plants and Fish
Buy From:

“Ererglades™

Aguatie Nurseries, Inc.
PO Bes S0 Tampa, Fla 1l

PLANTS
THRIVE /3

andd vo da fiihe ..
when you LEe

PLANTABBS.

[Lﬂ-uhbtl,u  Babumare 1,

ook, Which would! yon recommend,
the Eweplopedia of Tropionl Fish
and another book ofabout the same
price, ar Erotic Tropioal Fishes
alone

Joan Luft, Sterling, Cole.

A 1T think they prebably world.
Tey them in small gquantities of
fival

2, The whpe af the twil you des
weribe iv callvd o searf il 1 owould
sy il your fish (n beat deneribod
we o thraesquarter hlack, scorf toil
Py

& Mary of ou mont knowledgenble
wpearints conpider Exotle Tropical
haw ta b the finest baok of ils
Kind. tn dedition, beenuse new in-
wertn far the Book ore publisked
wegularky in this magazine, il is we-
doubtedly the wont wp-to-date. |
think thiz e definitely your best
ehiiee
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PARASITES

O s s
B hen sommastory. Cisbt teal 1

-l
4 , poitage fres. Juil say
whenl

BUY AND GROW

{Directioas Sepplind)

Wingless Fraitfiies [imall] $.78
Microwerm

{1,000 avernighi) 128
Whileworms (vmoll shain] 1.50
Ollies [MIW food] TS
o o cousine of tebifer. They
grow i squarim vend, crowl ol

and aes greadily saten. Exceliani fve

[l o,
s wuma;l. dd 30

Lpetinl Defivery: add 300

AQUA ENGINEERS

Bua |, Oriwaviia, Mckigen 85443
Bae ¥, S Bmslle et

Plecne mention T.F.H.
whan wiiting o adverfimers

Tiger trouble
Q. We have 2 tiger bt which
have lost all the red eoloring in
their finge. They are in o 10-gallon
tank with plenty of planta. The
water in saft and clean and stays
at a tompersture of about 63 to
70°F. Can you tell me what we can
do te vestore it?

Mrs, Gerald Jones, Forgan, Okla.
A. Yowr water ix too cool. This wot
wnly oasses a lons in ealor intensity
bt i alsn haemfal to the hoalth of
wir file Haise the temporatur to
about 8K, and the red coloring
will pebiorn.
Three-spot opaline eross
Q. 1. Can three-spot and opaline
yournmies be erossed muceossfully !
3, 1f a0 will the offspring be of an
in-betwoen type or will they look

Thras-spal gournmis

like ane or the other of the par-
onts?

Hank O'Hare, Los Angelos, Cal,
A, L Yen, auch a cross de net only
wnde ensily Db remdin in o lnrge
winiber of offspring.
o AL adultkood, ech of tha aff-
apring witl book like wue or the
ather of the parenis

Salt Water Fish!

Sea Horses, Angelfish, Gobies
Buttorflyfish: All Kinds

FAST DELIVERY | Litle Waiting!

Vool Carbon.
Fiites Madiar. Dealen wentwd:
ekt P: L. Seunghan, Marine Collsger
CORAL REEF EXHIBITS

P O NOK S83TM
MLANL T (AR B, LA
. it 3710900
Sand boe fiww grive B0
‘e deliver ik st premines
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Is Scatter ood )
Too Good 7

Wi are flattered to find that some appatently think so, They think our quaiity standands
s high that few can afford us. Some believe our desig re so complax that few can
ungerstand 1hem. One surprised us by reforring to us as “the high and mighty.” Soma

[ that we might even be i e we make fillers thal
are arocmously more afficient and dan't we % use an axe f you
went ka get gid of them) and activated carbon o T approsimately @ yesr in-
atusd of old fachiored bone char and spun glass that require constant replacement,
We arer't really flattered by being so misintorpreted, We think our quality standards
st jimcandy and that any changes should b wpwards, not downwsrds, Az for
2ything works ard 30 enormously mare efficiently that
b,‘ the hundrods of thous And it makes us
when our highest ambition i 10 be as
:\\c')nﬂe that we ol just love that copital,

the fifth complete (ilter | have ardarod

_m..,... T seill s no ather,”

LB, Livermore Folis, Me.
“Lasi July I purchused one of your mmm
and | can honssly sy it was the wisst purchuse
1 have ever wpads. Nothing can sven come choe

ta comyparing with iL"
WL, Clreeland, Ghio
“Fuur (Filiorking) is the only swe thot really
works.”
RIC, MDD
Falls Church, Va.

SCACD ACTIVATED CARBON
Tre wonder-working carbon that SCAT-

affoctive than bore
by laboratory 1ests.

N0 OTHER FILTER OF ANY TYPE IS “JUST AS GOOD" AS A SCATTERGOOD
DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED ONLY BY SCATTERGOOD FILTERS CO.
® See our complete [ine at quality dealers everywhere

It there is no Scattergood dealer near you, write for free catalog
and booklat “Getting the Most Out of Your Fitter."

< Scattergood Filters Co.

ESTAEBLISHED 1947 - MILLER 7, ISSOURI

f2
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Ao There (3 g possilility that your
fish wre weak frowm befeg inbred,
fiet it £s move than Hiely that one-
wided feeding is the culprit,. There
wre alwiys bucterin gpresvuat in the
wgaarien which will attock o gup-
p thaet heg become weakened, One
i theau Dacte natned Octomi-
tus intestinalis tta awd ottecks
the intestines amd goll-bladder, The
cesndt ix that the gsh becomes hol-
tow-bellivd.  Vour guppies  need
meore than dry feod. I recowuyend
Hive and frozen fouds, svoilobls in

By Faul Hahnel

Hollow bellies,
Q. 1 ha wallon tank asd in it A
a couple of dozens of redtailed gip
piea, 3 swordtails, 4 neon tetmns,
and one catfish, the past sev

Pleie menfion T.F.H.
whan writing to adugitisers

- specimens, | he
thing to the tunk for the
, fish or plants Fish

I ANCY GUPPIES

get dried foeds only. Symptoms:

guppies get thinner in the

belly area, the becoms

arched, fish Ity swim

ming and fin ies, The symp aran
tome last ximately three to " B A Wl Ho GO0, pleew,

RAINBOW GUFFT AGUARIUM

aix days, What in )
PO Bas 833 Lamsborm, Flarida

be the possible cause?
Dr. George Rudensky, New York,
N. ¥,

T ppinion moy

Please Mention T,F. H, When Writing to Advertisers

FIRSY PRIZE WINMER AT THE INTERNATIOMAL 19040 GUPPY SHOW,
“BERLIN, GERMANY

THE BRONZE DELIGHT

Aty et 0 ey o Drensinn ahiiiod i ove e, Harury o [elicducks ki
vy the rends

ol
putedl o1 Sbwr- grean Iu + Ba :n i I}! b st fas Teie)
HARTUNG GUPPY SPECIALIST

hg worlaken s your ehoies of Red. Bios. Mack, rq.l Mee \‘arﬂnnlr

i a weir. Alkirs Vel 34 = goir Beculilul G i®

GUALANTIZO Live Delimiy — Pustpald, it Eaphair e Secte iAoy
818 1., Wooanawer 11, M. ¥. — VI 73338
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SOCIETY
NEWS

All inquiries about The Inferna-
tional Federation of Aguarivm
Societies should be addressed to:
TIFAS, 118 Court 5t, Menticelle,
Indiana,

Chicago, Il The Mid-
west  Aquarist Society, The
Suburban Aquarist Society, and
the Midwest Guppy Society are
jointly showing at the Chicago
World Flower And Garden
Show &t McCormick Place
from March 20 to March 27
Exhibits will inglude idea and
novelty aguariums, show gup-
pies, bettas, and & marine dis-
play. There will also be a special
display section for dealers. For
further information concerning
this show, contact Mr. Bruno
Bywalec, 6337 N. Normandy,
Chicage 31, TIL

Towa City, fowa . . . The
Eastern [owa Aguarium Asso-
clation recently completed its
firet year of operation. This
past summer they ran the frst
tropical fish show in the lows
City area and it was a great
success. The club now has filty
members and is looking for
about fAfty mere in the coming
year, Those interested should
oddress Dr. William Spectar,
205 Ridgeview Avenue, lowa
City, [ows.

Little Falls, N, J, Tha
North  Joersey  Aquarciom S
ciety, Inc, in Bolding its Sth
annual tropical hsl show  on
March 6 and 7 &l the White
Eagle Auditorium, 41 Brough
ton Ave, Bloomfield, N ]
Classes  shown  will  include
AGA guppy, broadiail guppy,
betts, livebearer, and egg laysr
Those interested in further par
ticulars  should  contact  Ray
Melille, 15 Belmont  Ave,
Bloomfield, N. J. or call Pl
3-0558

Pittshurgh, Pa. The South
Hills Aquarium Society has
changed its address from 743
East Warrington Ave. w206
Millbridge Street,  Pittsburgh
10, Pa

Waltham, Mass, . . . The Wal.
tham Tropical Fish Association
has just been formed. Thase n
the nrea who are interested in
further information should write
to William D. Bright, Jr, 42
Gregory Street, Waltham, Mass
or call TW 3-6768.

t!* DRIED TUBIFEX,

2% BOME CHARCOAL,
‘; “  TROPICAL MARINE
ST% FISHES

LR

We have the (cwed! peices on fop
morchandie for velume wver
ar peica Tl oy

LOVELAND PRODUETS €O, INC

Importurs, Expariers and
Ganeral Merchanty

A1 Shing-Yang Street, Taipei, Towwon

March, 1965

Aexing baby guppies.
). Kecently 1 got b pair of guppies,
They gave birth and now have
about 20 babies. 1 hope you enn
lielp mwe wnd answer my questions:
I. When can I sex my baby gup-
pies? What are the distinguisking
sex features?
£, Du you know of any tropical fish
v guppy clab T can join?

Richard Walsh. Garden City, N, Y.
A, L. To ser fish, [ look thoow ever
daily and keep rrmoving the ones
whose tails are a little dorker;
these are the moles. Thiz kaa te be
diene hefore they nre iz weeks vld
hienuse af that time ey wre ready
to reprodice, Other hoblyists wae
iker dpalemas,

x Write o

Mr, Fene Baiocce

Ta-00 $2nd Street

fitendale 27, N. ¥

jﬂ'! zvuy yﬂ\ﬂ, é" -Sn'ﬂ|

Importers & Exporters of
Fancy Tropieol Fishes,
Wild Birds & Animals

Shipments o Any Part of the
World
1083, Yie Chu Kang Road
Singapore 19

Cable Address:
"CATFISH® SINGAPORE

3108 m papar jache.

GUPPIES by Merkart 1,
Kumirndd, bs 4 fossin il

Mo mbihes T color taher;
o well an farmule for
Kt o i, ot 35

sl T
piethgerrlecatop i
&, ey ﬁ' eler. 35

Times.

 Beivnan han colloceed
thess fishes frem all awer
the warkt and nas siadied
their pescli and habits.
This i the reut suthori.
b

many scren ol
by ard tells Bew fe
arad wvens the  mest
dblicals ane, 15¢
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Qe e Gl T s T Secres

of COMMERCIAL BREEDING?

A. if you mean the recl lowdown from the men who hove
made rmllloﬂi in this bﬂumlnq field, Ihe answer is
ALL-PETS, the b for prof | breed

Every month, the pages nf this unigue mogazine are cl\o:i
full of money-making tips from outstanding authorities like:
Axelrod, Schultz. and Yorderwinkler on fish; Bates, Busen-
bark ond Levi on birds; Whitney, Horswell and Judy on dogs;
Ramsdale, Walfgang and Bean on cats; and a host of other
experts on all the other livestock you can breed for profitl

ALL-PETS is strictly business. If you hove just e cawal

interest in breeding, it reclly is not for you, but if you
are the kind of person who sees the real potential in this
growing field, then fill out the following and mail to ALL-
PETS olong with your check or maney order.
P.5. If you are going te subscribe, you can get o copy of the
1945 All-Pets Livestock Directory, an invaluable referance,
free, just by checking the appropriate box below. This direc-
tory will be published in the fall.

Q.

ALL-PETS MAGAZINE, INC
245 Comelison Avenue
Jervey City 2, New leriay

One year - $5.00
Conoda & Mexico - 56.50
Foreign - $9.00
Gantlamen: Somple Copy - 50 Cenis

| am seriously interested in commercial t;r“dinu and would ;ﬁr

to iwhscribe for one yeor, effective immediotely. Enclosed is my

chl-ck for § My special fleld and interest
: [ Cars [] Degs [] Fish [ Birds | Other.

[] By all means, please send me o free copy of the 1945 All-Pels

Livestock Directory.

MAME

ADDRESS

ciTy STATE ZIP CODE

66
Trepical Fish Hobbyist

valuable fish in onc small suream as T did there . . . but this is not the end of
the story.

As [ fished for more and more Cardinals, in water over my head most of
the time, while the Indians glecfully watched expeciing me to be gobbled
up by a 30 feet long Foa, Bill went along with Inums locking for other fish,
Suddenly I heard a scream, and could only picture Billy being dragged down
by the snake-monster the Indians were bragging about. Then, Billy’s voice
rang loud and clear,

**Herb, come here, I found a selid red Cardinal ™

It didn’t take me long to reach Bill and 1 gasped ar what T saw.

His hand at first looked red with blood, but on closer examination 1
noticed that he had a fist full of tiny red fish less than an inch long, Only their
caudal peduncle sported & small black spot. What a fish paradise this was
(financially, too, for all of these would be fishes available enly from Gulf
Fisk Farms in Palmetto, Florida)!

Well any further excitement would be anti-climactic, bur Capt. Saiz

The water here is 12 foet deep and | am treadiag water. This pool = loaded with aquatic
plants and produced thousands of Cardinal tetras of all sizes

Even Inuma smbles as Bill Riese hands me the first Red Ruby Teoras. Notlos that the stream
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Trepical Fish Hobbyist

The Polkca-dat Pimiladella “angslicus,'” 3 new catfish which never stops swimming.

was no slouch cither, and he came up with a magnificent catfish we cull
Pimilodella “angelicus”. This is not the real scientific name, but only a
mickname we are giving the fish because its silver body and contrasting black
spots reminds us of the African Synodenzis angeffcus in reverse. (Thet African
fish has white spots on black; this one has black spots on a silver field.) We
were very fortunate in bringing back all of the fishes alive, thinks o Capt,
Saiz, who maintained them for us until we were ready to retum,

After consulting with Dr. Jacques Gery, we discovered that our all-red
fish, which we call the “Red Ruby”, is net enly a new specics, but also a new
genos! Quite a find,

In the nighttime, we fished several rivers which were shallower, and caught
many Exodon paradesus, Green Pinilodella, giant 57 long Headstanders,
Caenorropus labyrinthicus, as well as more Corydoras merae and other inter-
esting forms,

All in all, because of the great people 1 fished with, and the accumulation
of such beauriful fishes in one small ares, T corsider this o be the most
successful expedition 1 have ever been on, Gulf Fish Farm now has a perma-
neat compound on this site.
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Do you know this fellow ?

Ounce of Prevention

BY WILLIAM VORDERWINKLER

Many of us have at some time or cther met some person who seems to have a
magic touch or “wet thumb™ where fish are concerned, He has tankfuls of
healthy happy fish whenever we see them and is constantly surprising us with
such earth-shattering news as “Oh, by the way, do you remember those two
small Discus I picked up last year? Darned things spawned yesterday!™
He actfully doesn’t mention the half~dozen you bought at the same time, all
of which died a scant two months after purchase,

What makes a successful fish-keeper # We all do just about the same things,
but the fellow with the “wet thumb” usvally doss 2 few maore, some of
which we are accustemed to considering superfluous and inconscquential.
Let us watch our friend and see how he operates,

First of all, vou don't lure kim by offering him “bargains.” Although he
will admit that mest of them are merely voung fish which the dealer wants to
move quickly, he insists on buying nothing bug first-class stock in the pink of
condition. When he buys he Inoks over the tunkful of fish very carefully
beforehand to make sure all of them are healthy, It takes no time at all to
sprcad a discase from one sick fish w a whole @ankful, he will wll you, end a
fish which has been exposed to a disease may Inok healthy enough when you
buy him and be a very sick creatare the next day, Do your friend’s precautions
end there ¥ Not by a damed sight! When he gets home he docsn't open the
little plastic hag and dump the fish into a community tank. He foats the bag
in a separare small aguarium w he calls his “quarantine tank™ until both
temperatures arc cxactly equal, W waiting be takes a linle water out of the
hag and checks the pH of the dealer’s warer, This may call for a Little adjust-
ment of the water into which the fish is going, which is made at this time.
Once the fish is in the quarantine tank he is carefully watched for at least a
week. If any disorders show up, it 15 a comparatively easy matter to trest
one or two fish and even if the fish dies, at least there hasn't been an epidemic
which would have wreaked havoc with a lor of other fish if these precautions
had not been taken

Qur friend is also careful as to what he feeds his fish, He finds out when his
dealer gets his Tubifex delivered and makes it a point to buy the worms an
that day, rather than get the tzil-end of a shipment later on. This insures
that his worms ave fresh, and he takes precautions to kecp them that way ance
he gets them., You'll never sec any smelly gray bundles of dead and half-dead
worms among what s feeds! Dry foods ? OF course he uses them guite
frequently, but he doesn’t have just one can. He knows what foods his fish
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The gloss fish (Chando renga| |1 often bepl (n fresh water, The “cunce-of-prevenfion
oquariit® would slwuys provide the salt fhis Aih nesds for cptimum health and eolor

prefer, and on what they thirive best, He never gets over-generous with foods,
and the gravel in his tanks 5 glways immaculate, 1t is beteer, he will tell you,
o give two small feedings every day one big one. His plants are the envy
of all who see them, and he s always giving some awasy. He knows what
conditions are best for cach plant species, and which wnk has these con-
ditions, -

His fish collection is extensive, but he never adds a fish unless he has
read gbout it first and decides thit be can give it the conditions it requires,
*e™ that a fish will be hardy enough to accept any but
the best water conditions he has to offer. He won't try to keep two fish species
with highly different water requirements in the same tank,

Crur friead knows how to use the many med and has g good stock
of them, but he never seems 1w have o resort w any of them. There is no
need to dose a healthy fish!

What are the outstanding causes of fish deaths, we ask him, lmowing full
well what the avswer will be. ““Two things,” e wells us: “Overcrowding and
overfecding ! We ys want o see a lor of fish hustling and bustling all
over 8 tank, and it s a constant temptation to exceed the safe limit. And
we're always worrying that our fish aren't getting enough 10 cat and give them
more than they can put away in ten minutes. The resulr in both cases is
dirty, bacteris-laden water which can quickly raise hob in any tank!"

Who is this omniscient paragon ? 1 had nobody in particular in mind as 1
wrote these lines, but a few, and only a very few of the many hobhyists I have
met, could be the model for this sketch,

Areo 312 - 944-1153
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