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saint Peter asked.
Ty gaiin acdmission here™

“Lwag on CCADAS Comminee.” replicd Fim.
Chor iy @ weadry year”

"What have vou done,

Sait Peter opencd wide the entrance gate.
And rag the entrance hell
“Come in lad. and choose your hap

“You ve had your stare of HELL™

Phe Rew Stthe as thoese whio were at the choeeh swill recall. assured us that Tin bad
ke his peace with the Lord and was very defimiely i heaven

Jim, vou were a unicgue charcter in many ways, and will be sorcly missed. and
viratly topessible 1o follow

It weas ey

el prleasune w have Known vou. Gl bless vou

SO LONG OLD FRIEND
by Dave A. Page
Vice Chairman, Corby ADAS

Fanes AL Short - do - you know 1 uever knew what the “A” stood for - jeined Corby
il District Aquarist Society around 19673, and this was where T Girs met im
Crver the ensuing years we became quite zood Friends and he even had hair then!

B or “Shorty” as be was better known - soon made his presence tell within the
i joinine 0 with pretty well anything that was gomg on including the
i cmey things we need 1o ger up to and still do. Crver the vears he held
y posilions within CADAS ine luding Shes Seeretary, Viee Chaiman. Chairman.
Paditor and of course, President, e wasn't a bad fishkceper cither! Shorty was
3 for the Society i whatever guise was required and along with
1 of us. was determined to keep CADAS as one of tie Clubs in the country, He
ays willing 1o write articles for the magazine ([ had (o twist his arm
aonally. but comething would always appear). Similarly. if a speaker did not
L wp or D o cancel. gicss who would - more often thaa not - step into the gap
I save the day?

o was on fhe FBAS Leowrer’s List for many years and the Judges List, reaching

aes Tropical state. Unfortunately his health (2 beart operation) precluded him
eoing further and he resigned from the Judges List, but as always, would on occasions
judge the tible show and the home aguana competition

Shorty will be misserl hy many peaple thromghont this great hobby of ours, [
persenally feel that his wacky sense of humour - which was ever present. just bubbling
ureler the surface - wos one of the things which endeared him 1o so many, You were
never quite sire, when his sense of hmeur wonld “pop ap’. whether in s lecture. or
when-\er his presentations always erred towards a “eomic’ content. similady in his
1 s annd deawings, or sinply talking with a group of ficods.

The Reverend Ray Smith at the Rowlen Read Baptist Church on the 161h October,
1958 i his brief sumanary of Jim's life. reminded me of a short poem that Shorry
il included in our magazine ral yeors ago. The author is unknown and I've
altered it very slightly just as Jim might bave done and included it bere, sinee T foel
ite just the sort of thing he would have come up with:

A FISHREFPER'S TALE
Shorty stood at the Pearly Gates,
Elis head was bent and Tow,
He meekly asked the man of fafe.
Which way he had to go.
Comtimpedovereal
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As the season progresses, most plants will — short space of time it will re-frecze so you
stant (o die, Don't let the leaves sink to ill need 1o keep on defrosting o spot.

SEASONAL POND TIPS ilic alter o few hours. When yon turn on
PREPARING FOR WINTER (ke pump the dead bacieria will he
by Brian from Eastbourne & wastuct] it (he pod and pollute the
District Pondkeaping Club

water 0=l better (o start eising e
puip higher uprin the water. A pood way
During the cold wombs, the pond will — of el ng this is to creare o wnnel with
PAss Nt & state of suspenden animation bracke built up and o sone slab on top or

Fisly, Trogs and toads will @
troms of the pond excopt m wann spells side I vau
when they miy become mone fish will bave somewhers (o hide
atart lovking for food. As fhe weanlier  whenall e plant cover has gone. Whkils1

v al the

st bucke! \AlIJJ i fi

il Wl

aets colder and the o

efshoner there  on e anbgect ol g patips. s
are several steps (hat should be corried

ot 1o bhelp fish and plants thee
winter. Welldeal with pond mainienince
first,

ik ielea tooamove thein closer ot

vepnrm wanker fronn the Gilter 11 vou decice
to twrn of] your pusap and Gler in the
very cobld weather. you should disconnect
the pusnp fromm the electricity supply and
tains, streams  remove i e the pond. 1
teduced with colder  iCon the side of the pond. ¢
store i away. 1 0
s from the side of the pored, pul a

can hold moen:

OXYEEN, 30
and
weather until they are stopped allogether.  clean
Filters mast be deft running all the time  remo
you are lecding your fish and muost not Bucket over i1 b protect e from he
he turmed off ot night and on in the  elements, clean onl Wie Biller amed mwedia
sy heneficial hacreria will — and leave it cmpry

morming.

the bottom of the pond 0 decay. It's
imporian thar the bomom of the pond is
ket as clean as possible, Green water
should not be a problem at this tme of
yenr, soif you are runming a b ¥ be
turnedd off 1've found that blanker grows
in my pond all year, however, admittedly
not so much in winter, though.  1f you
suffer the same, don't worry. In fact, it
the fish get ‘peckish’ they can always
have a nibble on it, which is far better
than you feeding them whilst the wozer
temperature is below STC(A17F). Whilst
we are on the subject of fish feeding, read
the manufacturet's
instruoctions
carefully, A lor of
fish foods should
not be wsed when
wiler

whealgerm will,
however, allow you
to feed nght down to
SCHForyou can also use brewn bread
sparingly. Temperature is very important
when feeding in the celd weather as
undigested food will rot nside the fish
and peison i1, 50 it's a good idea to use o
thermometer te check the temperature,
You can pick one up for not much more
than £1

Try not 1o let the waler freeze over
completely. Leave a small hole in the ice
for gases to escape and wr to enter. A
pond heater is made to do just this, it is
not for warming the pond waler up as
some might think, but just o stop the ice
Forming aound it. There are several
produets on the market that 1 haven't iried
yer. | med a ubber ball without much
BT I found 1t just froze solid into
the ice or floated into the middle of the
pend where 1 couldn’ reach it,. Hol water
in g pot will melt the ice. but within a

H

. that"s better than breaking the ice
ner and cousing shock waves
which can - and often will - kill your fi
I you are running a filier remember |
moving water freeres al o lower
temperarure.

A lotof pondkeepers stant "netting” al this
time of the vear (no that doesn't mean
rawling for fish, it means pulling a plastic
net something like fruit or pea neing tight
acrass your pond o stop leaves blowing
In or fish being aken by Herons, eic
Always make sure that your net does not
hang into the water, though

Rc;,.“dlng

don’t unrk in cold
water so, again,
read the
manuiacturer’'s
instructions.  Chne
I've used in cold
weather t&
Potagsivm Permanganate. 11 is a
bactericide, fungicide and will kill most
parazites. 1 is not suitable for use in water
with a high pH, in heavily plamed ponds
or in ponds with a lot of mulm {muck) cn
the bottom.

To sum up, fatten the fish up for winter
und give them a clean pond to live in and
¥ou sbmuldlhuvc no problems this winter
OF Next spring.

FOR SALE

Large selection of livebearers
including cultivated and wild
vaneties from 40p each. Free local
delivery. Trevor Williams, Cwmbran
01633 864331
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Recommended
by top aquarists

AQUARIAN fish foods have been fed and
recommended by Lop aquarsis for over 20 years
Expert fshkeepers foed ther fish on
AQUARIAN hecause they have seen the difference
it makes - better growth, less siress and longer hife.

The ADUARIAN range of flaked fish foods
wis developed with WALTHAM -The World's Leading
Authority un Pet Care and Nutrition, providing
saperior nutnlion tor fish

Tuke a tip from wp aguarists - fecd your
fish on AQUARIAN fish tood - and you too will
sec the difference

FREE HELF AND ADYICE FOK BEGE
T L

Wt Auguaamii. 0 o 2055, Mution Mosmiuy, 534 575

et e 4 g P

ERS AND HORBVISTS
o P, ACUARLIAN Adv ey Seivis.

e s thar bis best fish were produced
Trems an out-cross 1 hig Cireen Swords
andd hen by back-crossing the female
oftsprng o the Red-eyve males. This then
pave approximalely 309 Red-eve F
young. The F* voung would agnin be
Fromm an out-cross o a Green Sword and
sihsequently B owonld be fom a bhack-
Cross soon. Baclhsecond generation
being Red-eyes.

I Liad bwed @ strain of Neon Swords (or
miny veacs in hoth Hi-fin s Wagtail
Forms, | hadd found that these fish always
prodoced a high popottion of nommal
finned plain neen figh, which 1 usually
chiscarded.

Lsetup adusge female in onder o produce
somwe virgin females. T knew 1 b af leag)
1% mionths to wait for the young 1o grow,
sor | setabout finding alarge femalke Gren
Sword a5 a hack up

The same friend who had sriginally
hrought me the Ked-

oome a4
1 his own
previously boeen maled
with variows mal I would have to
make if 1o my Red-cye males lor o beast
T bmocks I e sane thial s proporion
of the young would be atributable 1o
et

e Circen Sword

collection. 11 h

bun T fell that ir 1
tronm broods one ond

It wirs 2 long-<hist
stndied the you
weos Lon

todentily carly on those
fathered by my makes at brood 1hree

Subsequently, this femate produced many
vared young. but all were grey-green
when bomy, Eventually ot brood theee T
hadl seme polden anid much smaller
young, | and grew them on
After 1B days they all developed a Tuxedo
pattern. 1 was very disappointed and

ed 2

big mistake 1

new realise!
Leventually lnd seven 25" females from
my Neon Swords and ihese were par
swim with the four surviving voung male
Reedl-eves ind their still vigorous father,
who was by now around two years ol
After 62 days the females began Lo
produce young, Male Red-cyes arc not
as ferile as regular Red Swonds and i
of

en fakes several weeks of mating 1o
achieve geod siees. | isolatcd two of the
Temudes and eventuatly had small hroods
of brght galden voung

Two things 1 knew were

My females had only produced voung

from the Red-cyes

None of my Neon Sword stock had

ever bedore prodduced golden voung -

siomilar 1o the young eventually borm

fo the large green temale
To iy amazement. o around Ihree wecks,
they ne all developed a Tuxedo
paltern. None of my neon fish had ever
prroduced Tuxedo young. so it bad (o come
Tronm the Red-eyves. This led me (o arive
al & rather bizame, but probable
the mmusal spliv coloor on my Red-ey
of these fish
g direet opposite of the nermal Hack
penied cye was i possible that the
il stock from which they came could
have been Tuxedos ancd thus was this

whitish-gold wicerhelly 4 “negative” or
appocite of the black Tuxeds pattern’?!
Chitrageous or plausible?

Frased these young. which tumed om (v
e e miisiune of Cireen and Ked Tusedos
Some were beanitful fish. particalary the

males. However, it was the lemales |
newded. By ihe ime ihey were 3 monthy
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DESIGNER GENES
by B. Joweit

An sccount of a thirty-year love of Red-
oyed Rod Swords and the difficulties
he had in breeding them.

Back in the 19605, | remember secing
pictares of a pei inning strain of Ked-
eyed Ked Swordiails, Later, on visiting
alocal fish show 1 saw amagnificent pair
of these fish, which were later 1o be
ouctioned, 1 cagerly waited for them o
appear in e suction and bid e princely
sum of 5- (25p). Unfortunately, my
fricnds and | had 1aken along someone
we fad just introduced w the hobby, and
who it umed out had more money flian
sense!

He outbid everyone and eventually the
Tish were sold for 17/6 (88ph. which was
an enonuous amount of money in those
days  These beautiful fish quickly
perished in the company of two large
Conviet Cichlids. and happily (lor me )
their owner guickly lost interest in
fishkeeping

The sirain was established amongst de
keener aquarists of the time and then, just
as myslerieusly as they had appeared,
they chsappeared again.

In 1994 o friend bromght me three young
Hed Swords and said, “Are these the litthe
blighters vou've always talked abow™
Tomy amazement they were young Red-
eyed Red Swordtails. My friend had seen
e amongst 3 batch of regular reds ina
lacal shop.

| quickly set up a tank for them. [here
was one definite male. one female and
one probable young male. They were
guite amitable for a week or <o until they

accilimatised to my tank sctup (pll 7.1,
GiH11) The young male eventnally
weakencd and perished. As the
remaining pair grew, they developed
beautilul vemilhion red backs. bot helow
the lateral line they were suffused with
an wnusual metallic gelden coloor

Their growth was guite rapid axl soon
the female was gravid A small brood
of young was bom 57 days after 1 had
first seen the fish. All but one was pare
white with red eyes  The odd one out
twmed out to be an ordinary black-eyed
red which grew twice as [ast as the rest,
The young Red-eyes grew very slowly,
but eventually a1 arcund @ months 1 had
11 very sirong Red-eyed Swords. |
culled @ that never grew beyond 12" long
andl rised 36 pure white albinos. My
young were mnch stronger than the
parents, but none were pure red - all
carricd the same wvousval golden
abdomen 1hat their parents had
exhibited.

I'he adult female had died and 1 did not

think a sibling or back cross to the Gaher
wonkl be wise

I happened m mention o 3 professional
acuari=t fnend, that Thad some Red-cyed
Ked Swords amd his cars pricked up?
“"How many?". “Where from’” and
“diffieult to breed., " were some of his
comments,  He wld me s they bad
died out in the hobby and sad that |
woukl not be able 1o breed good Red-
eves [rom two Red-eve parenis, ac
apparently a combination of two sets of
genes tends 1o produce no make offspring
and only very tiny females.  Thic
commenl bore some truth in that 1 had
culled 9 very tiny fish, but oul of those
remaining | had five good males.

Page 7

wkd T had lost the onginal male Red-eye
and one of the younger ones. 1 thus
decided 1w swim my selecied females
w15 long ) with the remaining three
Red-eye males, This woulkd ensura that
the: females wonkd have plenty of stored
sperm hy the time they mared, even if
all the Red-eyes had by then died of old
agel

It was a long time before any young were
bom it now being late 1996 and we wene
in drought conditions, Water qualiny had
been diabolical and most aquarises did not
e carry ot large waier changes. My
problem with the rather infenile Red-eyes
was exaggerated by old water full of
nitrates further inhibiting the males’
interast o mate,

1 resorted 10 large water changes on
further advice from my professional
aquarist  friend  whose  company
manufactures a leading hrand of aguatic
goods He advised me 10 use double the
dose of dechlorinator to eliminate some
of the cheruicals unpleasant for fish that
the water company add 1o muwntain (he
water in a state fit 1o drink,

As the mitrate levels fell, the male Swords
made up for lost rime and soon young
were seen in the 4' tank where 1 kept this
groupof fish, Unfortunately | did not see
any Hed-eye voung. | thought that
because Red-eye young are white at birth
perhaps this was why they were quickly
enten, but [ later found this was only half
the answer!

I isolated a big female in a very well-
plamsed tank and waited.  After 33 days
in isolation she produced g large group
of young, At least lwelve of them were
pure white Red-eye young. At fourteen
days il was obvicus fo me that the Red-
eyes were falling way behind the rest, se
T eulled all the regular young. 1 could
see arourd twenty white young, which
amounted 1o approaimately 259 of he
tolal brood.  They grew faster than the

original Red-sye young and were much
more even in colour, At six months | had
nincteen almost completely red fish with
bright red eves. Ar 2,23 they were still
unclersize, bul much improved in colour,
vigour umd stanre

Orver a pericd of time | crossed the Red-
eye into mosi of my straing, always
avolding the same bloodlines, 05 it has 1o
be accepted that Red-eyes are inberently
weak. | found thal even Wagtails produced
Red-eyes,

The Red-eye young have very poor vision
and it is best 1o call all other siblings the
day after birth to give the Red-eyes the
best possible chance of survival,

I have since produced hundreds of
beautiful Red-eyes. 1 even tred a Hi-fin
cross, but the combination af two
debilitating genes never produced good
results,

MY RECIPE FOR KEEPING
FISH
By Majid Ali - West Yorkshire

Majid has written to tell us of his
method of keeping his aquarium (and
its inhabitams) healthy. He says he
has had a great deal of help and
support from Roger Foggil of Tetra
and is most grataful to him.
1 make sure thar all my fish receive an
excellent diet, the fellowing being an
example of their feeding schedule:
MONDAY - frozen Micre Plankton
TUESDAY - live Shrimp or Daphnia
WEDNESDAY - frozen Black Masguito
larvoe
THURSDAY - frozen Red Pacifica Krill
FRIDAY - Spinach leaves
SATURDAY - live Bloodworm
SUNDAY - frozen small fish (Dilkis)
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eniployed in those days were that much
difterent from those wday,  Perbaps we
liltle more “sorenhific” now. but
ally the mame.

For one teason o another - mestly my
love of sea Oshing from boas! - 1 gave
up fishkeeping after 2 couple of vears. 1
had @ greal deal of success with the
Guppies amd Platies. apant (rom an
ncident which encled up with seme hoiled
frv! The heaterstal beciune faulty and
cooked some Gappy fry which were m &
Lank below the main 36" tank,

My reintroductian 1o lshkeeping was
miany vears laler, 1993 10 be precise. |
was living om my own in s ground floor
Hat andl looking tor something 1o do with
oyt and [ guess Thad thought about
retiine a small ek set op s how
all went. Ange - who was my carer at the
tiie = hought the

tovoskeed Tor second he
to by a 307 % 12° 5 15" with punip. hood
sl stamd. W ot e all set up and munning
snd everything wis good. 1 was able o
feed the fish and swisch lights on and off
vie = there were reladively few problems.
Wir stocked 1t with Cuppies. Swordiails,
Zebra Danios and a pair of Kribensis,
They were wo blane for e nest move.
which was a 48" x 12" x tank with
stand. bl amd all avcessories and cost a
homb. even with 100 off!

whe lor e and 1
anks | deonded

Thie stocking of (his tunk wis no problem
I hod boughe o few L. caerleus cichlids
Tor the 30" wank and these went inte the
new sedup after it had matred . T did non
see Ange tor a while after this tank wis
sel up, nob until T bumped into her in the
shippinge dentre one o Thing= had
cunged. She bad now heeome o member
of Lastleigh and District A5 and
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suggested | should go along 1o a un.ﬂlng
Wil lier ofe evening i
long story short, this was the oad 1o roin!

We started going to loads of ditlerent
outlets looking for Malawi Cichlids
(which had become our great Tove). We
travelled as far afield as Manchester to
the north, and Kent (o the casi. One
weekend we did a fish shop tonr of our
own in London, staving ot a Teavel Inn
amd using this Trwse. When the uipe
prihs us we new 2o 0o Holland and have
been over twice with cther members from
the Cluh.

Tt was not bong betore 1 had 235 tanks in
my fat and water changes wens becoming
a major workup. Ang
hecome *
thinking ahoni meving i with her. The
prohlen was. of course Lo o witly
e fish, A purpose-buili fish house, of
conrse!

We 1o all ol very
got loads of advice frow people in the
aquatie trade. club members and PFK
articles, The end product 15 a 2000 = 1201
conerete building with soone 55 tanks
There are two centralised aystems
. cach olding 630 gallons. Ome
hank now houses DHscus and the ober
Malawi Ciclilicds, with & dosen running
ol air dewven sponges. The nnmng costs

careiully anl

are yuite high. but as witl any otlicr
hobhy. ol
subsidized tooacortain extent by selling

ofl some of the progeny. I yon enjov
sometling enough. (then a way can always
be found 1o sltond it

y are bearable and can he

Wi lave Do quite a few avmusing trips
around aquatic outlets. Some people ane
extremely helplul when it becom
12

which are accessible 1o wheelchairs
for advertisers in magazines (o u
wheelchar symibol on theiracdverts 1 ibey
aie suitihle Tor wheelchair vsers. This
wonthil be i help o everyone anid mean
we could instantly assess o shop's
viahiliry,

For now though, Ange and | have owr own
accessihle fish room. Although itis Ange
who docs most of the manual work. Theep
the records on compiter and leam about
all the other aspects of keeping the fish
in our charge, This armngement works
extremely well for us at the mement
What the future holds, who knoss™
(Ed's note: Take up Paul's suggestion
and writein to lell us of fish shops who
fmuep:mn‘sessuﬂﬂafwnﬁeekw
ALLESS OF Caney FOV

such as the deaf. Weﬂawﬂ‘w 'mﬂof
honour ')

CAPTIVATING CORYDORAS
CATFISH

by Christopher Edmundson

Christopher has sent this article from
Taperoo, South Australia and is
completing a lertiary education in
Envirenmental Management. He says
South Ausiraliais he driesl stale on
Ihe driest continent...”, bul even so they
have not had any walter restrictions for
years. Apparently fishkeeping Is not as
large an industry in South Australia as
Itis in Britain and tho eastern stales are
mere advanced in the hobby and that
Is where all the South Australian
lishkeeper's planls and fish come Irom
(Victoria and Queensiand). Christopher
adds thal South Australla have very
striet rules and that Primary Industries
SA control recreational and commercial

fishing and their influence also
impinges on the 'exctic’ lish brought
inlo the stale.

Phie Coryedoras catfish i a genus that has
evolved over many mullions of years. Most
specics come from the Amazonian Basin,
though they have op otlier
parts, too.  They are from the [ g
Callichthydac, the Armoured Cs
There are thiee sub-damiles one of which
is Corvdoradinae. The 1w most elosely
related genos o the Convdoras bemg e
Brochis epp. (see below) and Aspidoras
spp

The waters Corydorms occupy are one of
three types: clearwater. blackwatcr and
whilewater Moest Corvidoras occupy the
i ernvironment of the blackwater
very low g W of dissolved
15 very high in dissolved
& gid atter. The organic motter causes

the wanter o look like ea as e leaves and
other organic matier break down, The
water conditions are approximately
pH64-6.6. @ ol hardness of aboat
Lolppm and a temperature of I1-16

degrees Colsius,

The fish themisclves are only guite small
ar s mavimum size of 10-170m, whilst
some only reach 250 Their lite
expeckmcy is astaggering 27 vears lor the
Tarper of the species. For such sopall sh
this is a long life span. [hey are diumal
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known that o wheelehair i ivolved
Chne incident that stands out in my mind
i= when Twanted 10 make a visit 1o Brian
Middlewn, aprodessiomil Thscus brevder
in Wales We w i Che FHAS
fhng in Weston at the ime, He had 10ld
ol s Dieading noonns wers down
oMol o womy, Wi
roud 1o
just ahour wade enoogh
d when we got there T was
1z whint o canth D had let mysell
o for We were met by Brian and his
wile and after o short di Lon e time
vane to get down ilics wrsleps Wil
Brisn an the back of the “chair and Ange
andd Broan's wife on the tront, we
descended the steps with repication! No
need to wory!! Apan from ome or two
sraves on Ange’s arms, it was a cckdle
and well waorth it (irom my point of
viewy Phis incident showed me that -
witle a little dwught and effon - people
i eIl can be acconmiadated

other side of the com, & northem
Dnses breeder dismissed o visit as being
unpractical withoue a though, T later
foumd oot that (1 wonld have been
perfectly feasible with a little cifon
Another pro-hreeder in the conth-west
disimizzed a visit on the & ronnchs

Some people do. however, try lo
accommodate my needs and get it
horibly wrony 1 ielephoned a shop
London and oumtlined my problem: s
wheeldhain, cannot walk, heavy bloke.
elcand was told o waorld be no problens
Apparently there was this litlle bridge
from one side of the shop o the other
side - e sade that boused the Discus |
wanted 0 look al - and that it would be
no problem. When we arived. having
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new

itroven there fhiat day. we were greeted by
tworstcps it the shop and just ins ke was
Ihis very narrow. omatiental fish pond
bridge! NO WAY' The person hehind
the counter was mest apologctic
explaming how he had forgoiten (o think
-as L had - about the widih of the bridee
NO PROBLEM! “We'll open the (loor a1
the back and you can get through thi
way b said e had not remembered
that the hack dooe had been screwed up
and halted together because of a burglary
soune years carlicr!! (Heabth and Ty
Executive problems. perhaps’) NEVER
MIND® Out with the angle grinder o cat
off the padlock. eic We et in
eventually, but | telt really guilty tor the
trouble T had cansed and [ did not buy
anviling eiher.

Our local outer wied (o make bis shop
sthle whilst re-vamgng the interor.
bt due to the mininwn angle eguired -
one in iwelve - was unable o put o rangp
in. Whenever we go there now, we have
o seek oul a couple of “heavies™ (il
available ) 1o pull e up the steps into the
fish rooms

What can be done about accessibili
don’t know. 1 feel el in the case of ou
Ioezal putlet. they are the victing of un
s whercas Lanzee conglomeries
= hle 1o flow the miles 1o sun
themise [ves A visd to our logal
Maytlewer theatre will see Ange st on
ane side of the aisle and me i the hack
comer of the building! A Disability Rights
Bill mighn help all disabled people. bt
B such as these are ditficult to impose
andl enloree

Pwould hike to see fishkeeping magazines
snagntain a okl of honour” (ke PFR S or
dyed fishp which publishes o st of shops
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menning they are active 1n the evenings -
in habit and feed along the substrate using
therr sensitive barbels o locate their food
source. Corydoras stay inrelatively large
groups 1o survive predation and are ofien
seen swiming along the shallow arcas
newr the edges of rivers.
When purchasing new Corydoras moke
sure that there are no signs of damage as
they may unintentionally stab cach other
whilst being transporied. You may also
find that your new fish are stressed and
will therefore be prone w picking up
i . The chance of losing some of your
fish could also be taised a5 the waler
|||Ia|ll) can deteriorate during shipment.
g sl can also
:macl when conditions are favourable for
them and et the fish (i.e. in poor water).
Ths is because pathogens, etc. are always
present, but when the fish cannot keep
their immunity np {1.e. when water quality
15 poor) the pathogens take over the fish
and thus, they eventually die.
Witer chemustry 15 an muportant factor 1o
lake inle account as the fish have preferned
TS,
Engore you remove any dead or dying fish
s this only iransports pathogens, parasites,
a1, Never allow healthy fish 10 e dead
fish ag this is the perfect way 1o nfect other
fish. Observe them for spproximately 48
hours after arrival for any infectious
disease and if possible place them in a
separnic hospital tank.
There are many medications available 1o
treat guch ailments, but as with almost
everything prevention is betler than
cure. 1t mus) be noted that Corydoras do
not like medicines. Ofien the medication
will kil them quicker than the disease
unless very mild solutions nare used and
certwinly much less than manufacturer's
recommended dosage.
Apart from the above, vou will ohviouely
require the vsual paraphernalia of
Nshkeepng (heaters, filters, air pumps,

ate. b unless you hive nght next door (o the
Anazon, which is Fairly unlikely if vou are
reading this article!

Hreeding Corydoras ispossihle if the water
conditions are suitable. 1 have found the
simphest 10 spawn is the Broree Conydoras
{Corydoras seneus). They are the most
commeon catfish available in aguanem
shops and Jay many eggs - 4s many as
I eggs.

Sexing Carydoras is fardy easy when the
fish are in breeding condition as the
female ix much more full-bodied when
viewed from above. whereas the opposile
is true of males. Prior to spawning, the
catfish should be fed on highly nutritional
foods such as Whiteworm or Blackworm
inaddition 1o freere doed Make or pellet
This diet should be fed for at least tao
weeks prion i spawning 1o condition the
fish. They should then be placed in a
sepane hreeding ank

The breeding tank should have shightly
dlifferent water conditions to the tank they
are permisdly kept i simudate climatic
change, The aim is (o nmiate the nawral
comditiens of the Amazon, Wihen Spring
arrives, the waters el cooler becanse (he
sim meles the o than has accommlated o
higher altindes. Approximaely 4 degrees
Celsiug conler, and the 1otal hardness
zhould be reduced. Both of these changes
can be achieved by carrying oul & water
change with rinwater.

Corydoras have a very unnsuadl breeding
habit, which invelves the female carrying
the egas in her clamped venral fins a few
at a time. She lays her eggs on plants,
the substrate or glass and they stick there
with the use of an adhesive mucus.

The eges should develop and hach in
ahout three days. Once they have hatched
they will sink 1o the substrawe where they
will feed for up to a week on micro live
foods or very fine powdered foods. As
the fry grow new foods of a suitable size
should be introduced and at two months
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h more like litle Corydoras
: poing they can be fed much
Ilrgrr 1|ul~ and be ramsferred o moch
larger “headquaners’
Regular 209 water changes with gravel
cleans are recommended. Corydoras are
susceptible to wom barbels. This happens
as o result of sharp gravel or bacterial
infection due 1w poor wier conditions
Always ensure thin water pol into (he
aquarinm match the condifions of the
existing water {e.g pH, hardness,
TEMperanrs, e |

FAITAG & VIVIPAROUS
PLEASE SUPPORT
“FISH ARK MEXICD"”

lvan H Dibble
11, Strode Road

E-mail: <brachydibble @ clara.net>

This is a projec! designed Lo try to
preserve all Mexican freshwater fish, for
cxample the Livebearers, Cichlids, Killies
and others, in order 10 Ity 1o prevent
further extnctions

Mexico was selected for this project
because of the many threats to its fish and
because it has one of the largest
biodiversities of freshwater fish in the
world, Many - like some Families of
Livebearers - are unigue in this country
and most are in grean danger ofextinciion
We have already started a captive
breeding and maintenance programme in
one university in Mexico, Ivan set this
up himself earlier this year. Our ulimae
aim 15 W oset up such programmes in
universilies across the couniry, so that
eventually all species can be covered

Ivan 13 a member of FAITACG, a
eoologically-based nationwide fish
conservation group recognised by the
WWE and we ask you anddor your club o
support this project by either making
direct domations or by fund-raising. The
proceeds should be s2nt - preferably hy
cheque made payable 10 HALCP (Mexico)
or Hobbyist Agua Lab Conservation
Project (Mexico) - care of lvan Dibble at
the above address. Acknowledgements
will be included in Aquatic Conservation
Network newsletter (unless otherwise
requested) for denations of £5.00 or more,
Donors of £25 or more may - if they
request it - receive an annual report and
balance sheet © show how their monies
are being spent and what is happening
on the project.  Tvan will be happy 1o
supply further infarmation to those who
him at the address provided

WINNERS OF THE
“FISHWORLD MAGAZINE"
COMPETITION AT THE
“SUPREME FESTIVAL OF
FISHKEEPING”

Colin Smith Ivan Dibble
Daniel Groves  Ashley Bennett
Andrew Dickie  Doreen Smith

Alan Stevens Jack Sacre
Tain Dickie Ciary Jones
Mike Marmotl M Webiper

Congrawlations w all of vou and thanks
1o Mitchell Bearley Publications, BBC
Worldwide and TFH Kingdom Books
or spomsoring the competition

The winner of the draw of new subscribers
over the weckend for a Merzus Fish Atlas
Yol. 3 went to John Reid. Thanks 1o CFA
Aquatics for sponsoring this deaw
Hopefully we may be able w organise
another  competition  and  draw  for
“Fishworld "9,
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I am curmently dewng A-level Design
Technology end have chosen 1o build & fish
tunk. | woald sppreciate any suggesiions as to
how T ean make my tank different and | alsi
require information of present tanks on the
kel approx. 2 x 1" w18, scalonts, gloss
thickness, depthof waler m relation to tank and
price lists, @i 1would greathy appreciale any
imformialing

Standard aquaria are mass-produced and
£0 8ach indwvidual tank is quite chaap to
buy. It you want a non-standard size, t
has fo ba Individually macde and that can
Tiple he price. Your best bat is ta build
one yoursell.

The recommendsd thickness lor large
tanks is 13mm, but because of the weight
problem many manulaciurers only use
10mm, relying on cross straps for
strength,

Another factor o consider is the age of the
glass. New 10mm can be stronger than
old 15mm, because glass gradually
becomes more orystaline and nance
maore brittle.

Buy the glass ready cul 1o size with the
edoes rough around for safely n handling.
Assemble with a light smear of transparent
Siicone Sealer and hold with sticky tape
for a day. Maka sura the edges are clean
and free ol grease before sealing by
wiping with Methylated Spint.

Then, make the tank watartight by

WALTHAM’s experts are often asked for
advire on feeding and care of fish.

We include 8

selection of your questions here.,

Dearn Dr. Ford,

running Silicone Sealer aiong all intemal
jwints, smocthing with a wet thumb, A bloo
of Silicone Sealer on cross straps is
sufficient, including & runner for the drip
tray of cover glass.  Leave these for
anniher day.

Marine ply sutably waterprooted with
polywrethana vamish makes an axcellent
box. towhicha 10 or 12mm window can e
Silicone sealed into place Mtemally.

Swands must be adequate, of course. Ifa
cabinat or other furniture is 1o bo vsed,
cana large man jequal to a 3 1ank) or two
|6 1ank] sland on the cabinat? A metal
stand (angle iron) Is besl, but maka sure
1he fleor can lake the pressure of the small
foct area. Fl rds {especialy in
mature houses where central heating has
shrunk the wood) can have bouncy' floors
|use a cross piece o fix fha stand to tha
wall).

Height is importanl. Manufacturers maks
‘ow slancs for salely (a tank is top heavy)
but mest hobbyists prefer to view the fish
sfanding up, 50 a 30" or even 35" stand is
praterabla to a 24" high one, butthese can
ba pullad cver becausa of the high canira
of gravity ... another reason for fbang T 1o a

wall.

1 have an old and very large Goldiish, $he has
boen very heolthy all her life, but aow hos
become swellen and her scales seem (o stand
out like fircones. | bought some [nterpel Anti
Intemal Bactens treatment asshe seemed ohe
showing symptoms of Dropsy, bul there has
besn nu improvement. [ wiok her o e Ve
bt b wasn"L interesied and ikl me © wig
her in @ wwel and Ril her on the head w kil
bert!!
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Ahing 1 can do, or do you think
i s just old aize a8 she is over 20 vears old

The sweling i Dropsy, which is a
symptom, not & disense itsell.  Fish carry
the primordial ocean in thesr cels, which,
in Devonian fimes. was 2% Salt (now it s
3% andmore). In freshwater INa 1ish are
drowning all the whils by osmaosis. |1 the
lish cannot excrete this water fast enough
it starts to swell ., e, Dropsy,

It can be a bacteral problam, bul could
aqualy be a parasite, lumour, kidney or
haart fadure, old age (probebly the reason
In your casa) and 50 an

Tha best imatmant is 1o reproduce that
Devonian ocean to stop the osmosis (this
mears fluid passing through a membrane),
Put the fish in 2% sall, but lo prevent
chamical shock, start al 0.5% on day one,
then 1% day 2, efo. Usa rock or sea sat,
nol table or cookng salt, which contan
other chamicals tomaka them fiow. Dilute
dally again I your fish recovers

You can try antibrotic treatment or anti-
paraside, etc. but § may be that the fish
requires no mose than the salt treatment
For an expensive fish (ag prize Koi) the
fich Vot can draw ol the flud with a
hypodermic neadie. You neéad a Fish Vet
(rather than yours!) for this work. Ring e
British Vetarinary Association for thew fist
of Fish Vels on 0171-636-6541

Note that 0.5% salf is 5 gms per litre, 8 cz
per impenal gall., or 3 laval tsp per gall

| hope your fish recovars, bul always
remember thal fish have 1o swim in thair
owm ol So flush that loo Do a panial
inevar more than 50%) walar change as
olten as you can. Fishhappiness is tolally
dependant on water qualty, Get the water
right and the lish are happy, and happy
fish are healthy fish,

1 have @ guesion reganding eding (rands
type fish, 1 hawe dlways tsed  Asjuorian
Cirldwaer Flakees (or my fish, bor have been
informod that s particulur (ish s been
Ko 1o sufer with swim bladder disorders
and should be fed pelle food instead
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1wz pust curos 10 know ol thes was sctually
another way of the shophocper

Goldfish that ficat to the top. ke on the
bottom or tum over are sulfering swim
bladder problems, which may be
indigestion, cisease, a parasits or a
genatic fauk. i the problam is continuous,
swim Dladder trouble & indicated and
Ireatment is very dfficull. All you can do
really is keep the lish in a low water
aguarium 5o it can swim without uming
upsice down and can get at food . If may
recover naturally in time

IMha trauble is ntarm ittant, tha problam is
probably gas in the gut of tha fish (i.0
indigastion| Fancy Goldlish  are
particularly prone (o Ihis problem because
the rounded body shape is not natural for
the internal crgans

Give a clear out to your fish by wrappinga
crystal of Epsom Salis in a ittle ball of raw
Liver  If you are teeding dry peliets
change io fiske, which is more easiy
digesied and fead a whoke or chopped red
earthwonm once & week (ihey are a
natural lasative).

Add some fresh food 1o their dist oo
Mouth-sized pisces of Fshmeal, sheilfish,
cooked peas, brown broad o scalded
latuce, but aways include some flake 1o
ensule e necessary wiamins and
minerals are in the del. There is no
advantage in feeding pelet foods to
Goldfish with digastive peoblems - the
fiake form 13 easier for the fish to cigest

HHthe tigh sinks to the bottom, ths may be
bacause itis a vanaly with long hing as well
A5 bulnous body and they have 10 rast
often ... it is not a poblem.  If the fish
cannod get off the boltom, it 16 swim
bladder traubles and the fish requires a
low water tank as described above.

Send your questions to Dr. Ford at
Aquarian Advisary Service,
Waltham Aguacentre,

PO Box 5059,

Melton Mowbray  LE14 42N

EMail: aquarian @ compuserve.com
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Two special awards in the TETRA/NJFA Colouring
Campetition

Ml s

All your needs from just
one source

TROPHIES-CUPS
*MEDALS*SHIELDS
*TANKARDS *ENGRAVING
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*PRINTED GARMENTS

From concept o completion
IN-HOUSE DESIGN,
PRINT, PRODUCTION
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Enterprise House, Blyth Road. Hayes,
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Tel: 0181 569 2250 Fax: 0181 561 9412

FREE colour brochure on request

It doesn’t seem possible, but he
Twelve months have gone by ag
s time 1 wish you all a “Merry
Christmas™ and a very “Happy New
Year”. The FBAS “Supreme Weekend of
Fishkeeping”™ will have taken place at the
end of Ociober/beginning of November,
unfortunately past the Ed's deadline for
copy. so you'll have 1 wait until next
quarter for 1he report. Being “that” time
of the year, however, we have a mixed
‘sack’ of items for you. More letters,
more *photes, more pictures, more results
and we're back with an  Xmas
competition. Now is the time for YOU 0
et active. Dic you migs out because your
lecal Clab or Society didn't include
Junior Classes in their Open Shows? Be
sure you have fish 1o put oo the show
bench. Be cerain you know how to
prepare For and get vour fish ready. Now
get ont there and "ENCOURAGE' your
local Club or Society's Show Secretary
1o inelude Junior Classes (Egglayers,
Livebearers and Coldwater) in your Open
Show for 1999,

We'd like to take this opporunity 1o thank
= on your behalf’ - all of the sponsors of
the NIFA, without whom we could no
keep in contact with you through this
Junior Section of “Fishworld”, organise

regular and special competitions and ran
your own Jumor Fish Shows ot Dunstable
and Weston-Super-Mare, as well as
support Junior Classes in Open Shows
theoughout the country,

We are aware that a number of
membership cards have sprung fins and
W away. Don’t worry, we're in the
middle of processing anew one which will
be sent to all current members, in due
course when they're ready.

Those folks up a1 Ryedale Aquarist
Society have been busy sgain, David
Marshall, ther Secretary, reports that their
Junior members continee (o be very active
and recently helped oo with their auction
and enjoyed a very special might when Mr.
P. Riley of the BEA brought along a large
number of creatures found in both natural
and ornamental ponds for them (o leam
about and investigate through the use of
magnifying equipment. 1 also noe thart
they are planning a display agquariom for
the local Pickering Memorial Hall, Well
done, Ryedale! Why not 1el] us about your
Socicty activities?

Talking about writing in: many thanks to
Charlotte Cocking for the drawing of her
two Goldfish, Bubbly and Shellv.
Thanks also for the “Love and Goldfish
Bubbles” from Sophie Moran,

Last - but by no means least - I'd better
say o quick “WHO'S A PRETTY BOY,
THEN" 10 the Basford Budgie, who seems
1o have a liking for envelopes!

Here are some more resulls from around
the Open Shows, starting with ERITH
which was held on the Tih June, 1998,
B.y-M.y (Tropical egglayers)

It Duaniel Joseph (Erith)

Ind Kem Rushbrook (Erith}

3nd Kent Rushbrook (Erith)
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Ory-T.y (Tropical livebearers)

Is1 Kent Rushbrook (Enth)

2nd Kent Rushbrook (Erith)

Jrd Tom Whidden (Mid Sussex)
dth Kent Rushhrook (Erith)
L.y-W.y (Coldwater)

1s1 Daniel Joseph (Erith)

2nd Kent Rushbrook (Erith)

ket Rushbrook’s Xenoloca eiseni was
the Best Fish in Junior Classes.
KENTASSOULATION OF AQUARISTS
(KAAS) held their Open Show on Loth
August, 998, with the following results;
B.y-M.y (Tropical cgglayers)

1s1 Kent Rushbrook (Erith)

Ind Kent Rushbmook (Erith

3rd Nicole Whiddett (Mid Sussex)
4th Daniel Joseph (Erith)

Ory-Ty (Tropical livebearers)

st Kent Ruchbrook (Erith)

2nd Tom Whiddet (Mid Sussex)
3rd Kent Rushbrook (Erith)

4th Kent Rushhrook (Erith)
Ly-W.y (Coldwater)

Ist Kent Rushbrook (Erith)

2ol Lettie Whidden (Mid Sussex)
Kent  Hushbrook's  Trichogaster
trichopterus (hlue) was the Beat Fish in
Junicr Classes.

THREE COUNTIES also held their
Open Show on 16ih August, 1998, with
the following results:

B.y-M.y (Tropical egglayers)

st ¥ vette Walkar (Ash)

20d Yvetie Walker { Ash)

3nd Yoveue Walker (Ash)

dth Yvetre Walker {Ash)

L.y-W.y (Coldwater)

Ist Amy Constantine (10W)

Yovere Walker's Cyriocara moori was (he
Hest Fish in Junior Classes.

MID SUSSEX hedd their Open Show on
20th Sepiember, 1998, with the following

esulis:

B.y-M.y [Tropical cgglayers)

18t Tom Whiddett (Mid Sussex)
2nd Kent Rushbrook (Erith)

3rd Kent Rushbrook (Erith)

4h Kent Rushbrook (Erith)
O.y-T.y (Tropical livehearers)

Jst Kent Rushbrook (Erith)

2nd Kent Rushbrook (Erith)

Ard Keeni Rushbrook (Erith)

4th Nicoln Whiddett {Mid Sussex)
U.y-W.y (Coldwater)

Ist Letty Whiddett (Mid Susscx)
Ind Amy Constanting (10OW)

Ard Amy Constantine (10W)

Kemt Rushbrook's Xenctoca eiseni was
the Best Fish in Junior Classes

A big THANK YOU 10 all of the judges
and well done wooall of you who entered.
Mol - A1 nol all - of you will, by now, be
in receipt of our Nationgl Junior
Fishkeeper's Association Certificates (for
placings) and Diplomas (for Best Fish in
Jumior Classes),
Mare on the Show front: | have been in
correspondance with the Solway Aquarist
Society, and have discovered that their
area Federation (FSAS) run a Junior
League, Tam wid that the compention is
i throughont the Show season, where
each and every Sociely promoting an
Open Show is requested fo promaote the
three Juntor classes (Egglayers,
Livebearers and Coldwater), Points are
awarted on the hasis of 3 for a first place,
I forsecond. and | for athird. The winner
being the Junior accumulating the highest
total number of points by the end of the
scason. There arc abouwt twenty or so
youngsters participating each year and
they have to be under 16 ar the start of the
SHROTL

We also bear that Solway, a5 well as
supporting this competition, have their
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tank, Took after it and about the fish. It
extznds many of the subjects which the
children already do in school,

Afer two years, the Club is still going,
although each year a few children ane
gamedand lost. This is whers things start
1o get tough, as a certain amount of
repetition is pevitable from one yeur 1o
thi next, 1o bring in the new members.
Through trinl, and some error, howaver,
the difficulty scems to have been solved
by having those youngsters, who have
heen with the Club Innger, answer the
questions posed by the newer, younger
ones, Sometimes people come (o give the
childeen a [alk, bup this becomes difficult
due 10 the travelling distance and the time
of day the meetings are held, The Clubis
also run with ne funds except those from
‘i and Keith, so they have o beg and
horrow everything that they use at their
meatings.

Mamy new things and ideas have been
learnt through the running of the Club and
pregaring the work for the children. Talks
are kept short sand attemypts are made 1o
reduce the use of technical words
otherwise too much time is spent
explaining the terms and losing the
interest of the majority of youngsiers,
bearng in mind the age of the children is
T o 10 years, One of the ideas, which
may be of vse w0 other leaders of junics
groupe, i< 1he fact that the children seem
1o enjoy - end learnt from - making a fish.
A basic fish shapc was drawn (including
the fing ), was cut out and (he fins cut off.
Working with different coloured paper,
the fins of one colour fish were placed
with (he body of another coleur  With
some encouragement the fing were
replaced m the right pogition on the body
of the same colour, Adding the name of
the fins (caudal, anal. dorsal, adipose and

peetoral) created even mone interes anl
learning.

Sometimes o can be put on the spot, o5
Tina and Keith found out, when they were
covering reproduction and the word
“fertilisation” was wsed. There came the
inevitable question, “Whar is
fertilization””" 'I'he answer, however, came
from another child. “Don't you know
about when a girl and a boy make o bahy?
Thats fertilization

Last year the children were encouraged
ta make their pwn booklel containing
nformation which they had learned from
the meetings, Mr Joe Nethersell
sponsared awards for their hard work

This was much appreciated by the Club,
the School and the children. Again Tina
and Keith were invited o attend the
achievement assembly, beld during the
last week of term, to present the prizes o
the children, and here | can do no bener
than 0 guite Tina's words, “Their faces
were a picture when they were presented
with their prizes. 1t made the hard work
of preparing and working with them all
wurthwhile!"

This year, the School his bad @ extension
built and they wish 10 set up a second tank
n the new block, so plans are underway,
Tina and Keith would like o take this
opportunity 10 thank everyone who hos
helped (hem, so far to make the Clob
available 1o their local children and
School  They know that Mr Evans hag
been overwhalmed by the go ity af
the aquatic world, Subjeet to their work
commitments mnid sponsorship, they ope
1o continue with the Club, bringing it on
from strength to sirength,

We at the NJFA would like to echo their
sentiments and thank all those who have
helped with this wonderful venture. Wi
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own Club competition for Juniors. Their
Coldwater, Egglayer and Livebearer
trophies are decided on their annual “Fish
of Fish" day, All the entries ore based on
any fish which has taken a ‘ticket’ in o
Junive class on any of the Show circuis,
table Shows, plus any two per class, The
result is decided by points gained
throughout the season (Fol day 10 Fob
day the following vear. bat no points are
awarded for FoF days|. Pomts are 20, 15,
10and § if o fourth place 13 given, Should
anexhibit achieve Beat Junior Fish of the
Diay award, it receives a 50 point honus
award. All of their Junior exhibits are
cligible for the Fish of the Year trophy,
We are hoping 1 bear more aboul these
competitions and publish the results in a
luter edition of your NIFA Junior Section
of “Fishworld”.

Cin the Club front, we have received news
ubout o Junior Group in the Corby area,
Tina and Keith Doswell 1edl me that some

*short’ talk lasted around twohours! Even
thie soumdding of the hell for going home
that Friday afternoon could not stop the
questions flowing from the children, Mr,
Evans, the Headmasier, wis also aleried
and expressed his inferesr. A picture,
drawn by Tina, was copied and passad 1o
cach of the children for them to colourand
add to their topic books. This added
further interest when the staff dec)ded (]
tarn the coleuring into a

They had some books which could be: used
as prives and Tina and Keith provided o
small tank and Goldfish for the firat prize.
When all of the pictures had been retumed
for judging, the Head invited Tina and
Keith to chooge the winners and come
along to an assembly o present the prizes.
It was from further contact with the
Head that it was-di d that he
wanted 1o set up atank in the School as n
Teaming resonrce, hut couldn’t artord 1o
do this within his budget, Dunng the:

three years ago their daughter, 8

ook the certificates and unphy that she
had recently won, 10 school . Her teacher
was 0 inirigued that she asked it Sam
could wke the fish into school and asked
if Tina would come and see her. At the
time, Mrs. Haines (the teacher), was
running a class topic on pond lite, She
warted 1o know more, 50 it wos explained
hiow we aguarists breed and show tropical
fish. 11 was thought that it was, hasically,
an extension of their topic, as fish come
from other countries’ rivers and lnkes.
Liking the idea of exiending the topic one.
step further, Tina and Keith were invited
1o give a presentation

Thirty-two different fich (tropical and
coldwater) were taken in to be displayed
during a short talk entitded “Amound he
World with Fish™ Drue to the interest of
both staff and children, however, the

Festival of Fishl " that
year they mentoned (heir activities and
what the Headmaster wanted todo and, to
their delight. they were able to go back 1o
Mr. Evans and advise him that if he sill
wanted the ek seup, (0 could be
arranged. [n doz courze, the tank armved
at the School, courtesy of Messrs. Rolf C.
Hagen, Tina and Keith also managed
o secure fish, plants, gravel ele,
through the very kind donations of other
friends and companies in the aguatic
world  When i1 was all set up,
Mr Evans organised an official apening
of the tnk, to which all sponsors and
donors were invited, This, basically is the
intmoduction and how the Junior Clab ar
the School came into being. The Club
meets every Friday in the School library
from 3.30 104,30, except school holidays.
Presentations are given on how (o g2t upa
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wotld also like w iake this opporunicy
1o et all of our members know that Keith
has joined your NIFA committee, thus
bringing his knowledge and experience
10 your Association. 'We would also like
1o advise you thar the NIFA was pleased
1o peeept Adrian Dempsey as its new
Chairman, We welcome both Keith and
Adrian on hoard®

There have certainly been some success
sinries from the school club run by Tina
and Keith. One of the young lads who
joined was Thomas Loake and 1 hope he
won't mind me telling his story here as |
think it could he an inzpiration to others.
1 understand that he became interested in
fish when he was about 8 or 3, but due to
having two brothers under school age. he
could not have a tank. Undaunted, he
resorted to having his bedroom wall
painted biue. He then spent many hours
drawing mnd colouring pictures of fish.
These were then cot out and stuck on the
wall, becoming Thomas' fish tank.
Things weren't, however, going quite so
swimmingly with school as his Mum
found out in the regular ParentTeacher
imterviews  Any stories in English were
about fish, but other subjects ™, Jeft room
for improvement.” as the classic school
repart reads. After his Mum alked with
Tina and Keith, an jden was hatehed and
ways were found 1o relate school work to
fishkeeping. Maths was required to
calculare how many inches of fish could
e placed i given size of ok and (o be
able to caleulate dosages of water
conditioners, medications, etc.  English
was needed 1o be able o read up
information and write oul any reports or
breeding programmes on  fish,
Geography was necessary so he knew
where different fish came from and their
native environmeni, Science was

imporant so that water chemistry could
he undarstond  Each new subject, as it
came plong, was relatad 1o fish in some
way. Thomas had cxpressed a wish 10 do
something with fish when he left school,
=0 this associstion did the mick and his
work picked up.

Last year, Thomas™ patience bore fruit as
he was allowed to have his first tank, A3
tank was installed with an undergravel
filter and sex up over o period of weeks.
Az wath all first tanks. no matter whit care
15 taken - we've all been through it - the
almost incvitable problems staited 1o
occur. White Spot was detected and then
cured, along with other difficulties. A full
potof food accidentally found its way into
the tank and after this was soreed oul,
everything started to semtie down. That is
until some new fish were introduced  All
of o sudden fish were dying rapidly.
Thomas" Mum called Tina and Keith o
see if they could find cur what was wrong
thas time, It turned out 10 be seplicacms,
introduced by the new fish. All was dons
in an atempt o put things right, but in
spite of this, it was almost 4 complete
“wipe out’. By this time, of course, Mum
was getting alittle disillusioned and ready
o pack it all in. Needless w say Thomas
Wig Very upset,

Since the dramas of the early days though,
things seem Lo be going very well for
Thomas and his tank where he keeps a
Clown Loach, Kissing Gouraini, Red Tail
Rlack Shark, Red Swordails, Guppies, a
Pl and an Upside down Catfish.
I"m relighly informed that be savs that be
enjoys watching his fish, does a parl warer
change and hoovers the gravel every two
weeks, He recommends that all children
should have a tank for their enjoyment.
As you will recall from the last NIFA
Jumor Section of “Fishworld™, Thomas
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has now moved up 1o 4 new senior school
and we senl our best wishes in his new
adventure. Tina and Keith wounld like to
add their best wishes to Thomas and we.
all hope that he is able 1o continne with
his fishkeeping, enjoys the guarterly
edition of the NIFA Junior Section of
“Fishworld” and, of course, keeps in
touch with the Clul.

1 know this is probobly the wreng season
10 be talking about summer holidays, but
for those of you who are interested in
photography, now's 4 good fime to think
about the possibilities of taking aguatic
‘photos when you go away. T always pack
a show tank, suitably stuffed with soft
spants socks, and @ net, in our suitcase
when we zo away. This gives you the
opporanity to catch and smidy some local
fizsh and wildlife. One thing 1 must
emphasise here, however. is please DO
NOT leave anything you have caught in

the tank longer than is necessary,
particularly if you are in some of the hocer
climates of the World, they will eazily fry
or bail! For photographing [ usc a Single
Lens Reflex Camera (SLR ) carying the
film speed to the type of light conditions.
However, 100 or 200 ASA is about night.
Another small item of equipment which |
take is a &2 of spacers. These allow you
10 gel nearer (0 the subject, particularly af
you're using & macro lens, like | do. This
allows you o zet some wonderful wildlife
shot, not only of fish. 1 hope the Magazine
can do the pictures justice, but a couple
of examples are shown here from our
recent visit to Crese in June. The guy with
the ugly mug isn't me, bul 8 Commaon
Crab, The other - 1 am reliably informed
- 15 & Blennie.

There'll be more about our visit to Crete
in a later edition of “Fishworld",

@)

KENT

NATIONAL JUNIOR FISHKEEPER'S ASSOCIATION
FISHING FOR WORDS V :
44, LAKEWOOD DRIVE

WIGMORE, GILLINGHAM

ME8 ONS

J

(O

Entrics must be received by 15th April, 1999, The first ten correct entries oul of the
hag will each receive wbs of FISH FOOD. Winner's names will appear in a future
edition of "Fishworld".

Please complete the following so we know where 1o send the prizes should you be 4
lecky winner!

SURNAME: .. cnn i FORENAME(SY: v P N T A
2 Tk T2 ] L7 R SRR g CR T LT U
TELE: s iimivsn sty POST CODE: ..vuiiimuin DoBR:

It you haven't joinad the NIFA vet and would ke to, please complete the looze leaf
membership application form and send it with your competition eniry. Your details
will be passad onto the Membership Officer.

Why nol take this opportumty to write 10 and tell us what you would like to s2e i
your NJFA Junior Section of "Fishworld”. There is space below for you 1o give us
your suggestions and, il we can inclode ideas in fowre editions, we will make avery
effort to de s0. If you send n an ides, please don't forget to fill in your name and
address details above,

If you don't want to spoil yvour copy of "Fishworld” by cutting this page out, why
not photocopy these two pages?
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FISHING FOR WORDS V
Sponscred by Rolf C. Hagen

w
E
RER
w YEBEOEY (]
SHTSA) ZI TAL
HI 20THNEBH
ARCALLI STUSRA
L Gl INECTEROCL U N
JFEHETERORHAEDUSRARAM
TIPORLEXATREBREHU
| EUPULCWRIPINNI BRES
L GEATTEGRAOEGBELLOTTI I B 8
AVUEI FAECI ATUBSINDOAF | ACI NRER
ASUTATTI VODUACPERUYI ANUS|
AOSACEUBBEUTALUCI TERDANATUSE
b SUMI NI MEOCQOLOFI | EZLDHCSNM| KORM L]
ERCOPELANDI SNALVUNMUSHARALDSCHULTZI RY
g1V
ES|
FEL
FPEM
AAA
ETE
FLAMMEUS X
BFLICAROM
LUOETKENI A
I B3TREBORS

We're looking for all those Tetras from South Amenca, with the Latin genus of
Hyphessobrycon in this guarier's “FISHING FOR WORDS" competition.

The species arc: BELLOTTII, BENTOSI, BIFASCIATUS, CALLISTUS, CAUDOVITTATUS.
COPELANDI, E0S, ERYTHROSTIGMA, ERYTHRURUS, FLAMMEUS, GEORGETTAE.
GRAGILIS. LEUTKENIL MINIMUS, MINOR, NIGRIFRONS, ORNATUS. PERUVIANUS,
PULCHRIPINNIS, RETICULATUS, ROBERTSI, ROSAGEUS. SAIZI, SCHOLZEL
SERPAE. SUMULANS, SOCOLOFI, TAKES| and VILMAE.

Wihat teasonal pheaRarETREIEY. o

CAREFULLY draw a line around each of the names i the grid, enclosing anly the
letters used. When you have done this, you should find a seasonal message has
revealed itself. Write down what you find in the space provided below the
wordsearch and send this whele page 1o the address overleaf,
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The fish have

The best
opinion so far
is Miero-
neomacheilus
pulecher.

Do you agree
with this?
Opinions o the
EdHuor.
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WELCOME TO PET HOTEL

by Mandy Archer

ISEN 0-563-38094-7

Pub: Girl Talk BEC Price: £2.99

reviewed by Sue Crew

Suitabhe [or 7-9 ¥ 1% andd o o 3 sefies ol

books, which ineludes © I\uu e Tron
1

1 newly
Issnes such as the groblems of moving hous
ehitlemireder and Ciad having to work aeed keep the

fire o Shetland pony,
o 3 vet. sk E

nsight it o e w
=0t Ingpecior and ab
oW ta ek 8 boarihing kenne!

¥
tadtion section and advice

Wil e fin bis i thedr Chinsimas stocking !
THE PERFECT POND DETECTIVE BOOKS 1 & 2
by Peter Ma P e
sz: Tt;rH Ki‘;gdorn Books ROND._—

reviewed by Roger Crew

Book 1 - The Biological Balance £10.05

ISBM: 185279098-9

s volarme deals with al T,

haok® strle & : hly. i i Birmical Bafance
: pu :

=
* s el a0 constgn ¢
T S exter On reflection 1 cannor

e uny book (ahlistir expec : & All
1his ks gany, s i0amay well deter T inlo the BexE and o ao so
reved pracieal atny el bl feel than iy

1
ook bas nat been presented inits best | and Incks n coberent apprach.

Hook 2 - Physical and Mechanical Problems £9.95
ISBN: 185270009.7

h_hmn.ln
t. bl the presentition child-Tike.

i Comipuiny of sequence (o beir reading
st the detennine LTS

Py 1

books, read them from beginning (o cod =

find a semblance of erder

ol the TEH

Vil [T inomesy

BBC WILDLIFE VIDEOS
Narrated by David Attenborough
Cert: E Price: £9.99 each
Fub: BBC Worldwide
Reviewed by Sue Crew

The Smiling

Leopard - The Agent of
Darlnr.ss “Eagle - The Master of the
kies”, “Humpback Whale - The Giant of
:h: Oceans™ and “Wolf - The Legendary
Chutlaw™,

“Humpback Whale - The Giam of the Oceans™ was a superb video and if indicative of
the guality of the other videos, this is aset that [ would dearly love to own. The viewer
ot feltas though they were beneath the waves actually experiencing ihis grean beast
alongside them. There is alot of exciting footage to keep you on the edge of your seal,
which portraye the Humphack Whale in hig true light as he preys amongst large shoals
of fish. David »\m-nbomunh narrates the video in his inimitable style that we have come
o love. He engend and the viewer to find out more. These
videos would also be of great advantage (o any school or college library.  Highly
recommended for all age groups and interests.

COPNORTROFICALS 1998 SUPREME
PETCENTRE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS
Fmgs:gigﬁ Ist  Tony _T)-ﬂm (Leporancanthicus
TITCHFIELD zalaxias) 89 pis
HANTS FO15B0X Ind  Tony Tyson (Synodontis
TEL/FAX: 01320-844002 frontosus) 88 pis
N et 3rd  Allan Finnigan (Botia
sichbimunkiy 87 s
faw:;%co";mn 04' T’,‘;?":i:k_ 4th - Mr/Mrs Rodway (Paratilapia
Pand figh and plants in season. bleckeri) 86 pts

Expert adyice always available. Stho Paul Whicklett (Mysius wyckii)
Everything you need for the 85 pis
aquatic hohhy. G
# ks €th Tony Tyson (Clenopoma
inance avanlal on a2 o S .
cabinet tanks and Marine %3 kingsleyse) 5. pis
setups.

We nlao have alarge selection of birds CLUB TIPS
and small animals, S
Open 7 days o week, Hold an open day. perhaps with o
( Sam - 5pm. barbecue, exhibition and games to

Come and see us. ANEact new members 1o your club
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THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO TROPICAL
AQUARIUM CARE

by David Alderton

Pub: Mitchell Beazley

ISBN: 1-84000-037-6 Price: £10.99

Reviewed by Roger Crew

An casy 1 use handbook, covering all the aspeets of fish care, At fies

tis hook would seem ideal for the heginner, covering such areas

cling. eyipping and soc an gcpueniim, Close
rilered and iHusinied hook

covers ench subject in 3 gquiks deep weehnical manner, which nemains

wery readabic

This honk dowes, of course. des] with fish. but the mpui in this direction s largely dinected 1a

quick review of the man proupngs rber than o systematic Bsting. In summary. 3 bouk which

daes very capably what il sels out U do - i geides the beginner and establisted bobbyist ihrough

the subject ol fishcare,

Uhas voslume will be g welcome additon w the bookshell of wny wopical freshwater Nshkeeper.

The omly criticism i et this is not s book W boy the marine hobbyist, as the subject 1€ not really

aired. | o recommend i as a fine choice Tor a Chrisimas gifn

There 15 eompanion votome. “The Complewe Guide to Pet and Aviary Bird Care™, which | have

aleo resud, amad there sre other tithes in the series (Cais-& Dogs, Kitens & Pappies). Whilst 1 do pot

consider myseil i be knowledgeable in the ol Pind core, e samae clarity of app h i

apprrent, covering notonly e basics bulabso g Girky deep rechnics | perspective. Whar the volimie

dues i B review gquie o few specics of Birds, Por anyone with an bnenest i this anea, 1 would

expect ihe same degree 07 sstsCactna to he found as the acuartst will find in the fsh cas volume

T

|l‘~l|I ARE

MARINE LIFE OF THE CHANNEL ISLANDS

by Sue Daly
ISBN 185279108-X
Pub: TFH Kingdom Books Price: £13.95

Reviewed by Sue Crew

44K Nas Peen the ™ Yesr of the Ocean™ and a very |||'l||'|§. e for this

K 10 have been rekeased. T is a book w

nfmmtive for anyime inleresied in mrin
5, school |

Marine Life

of the Clhanmel |

wnne] Islands bat also covers Sponges,

J s, Molluses, Diryoecans,
i s e denoted at the 1 of cach puge by
oo the book sasy: In addition, euch page
s 1w or thres eoles lI!'pﬂllIDDI.q'\hR and easy (o understand descnptions of (he spec

1o not have o speeial interest 0 marine specics, but thund 1
lised that the thinmlld.lmla 441 RSl

ok o b fascingiing aed
e ooF us - supporied such o

TREE
ik cfi versity of maring spec
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Fram freshwater
streams to the desp
Pacific Ocean, From
sharks to octopus,

from pirnhas 10
jellyfish. Thélsands

of spacimens in

oyver 40 stunning
disphays.

A DEEPLY IMPRESSIVE DAY OUT
VWHATEVER THE WEATHER!




1998 DIAMOND SUPREME
WINNERS

It Adlan Finnigan (Lophisilnos
alexandrae) Y1 pts

2nd  Jubn Egan (Herichihys reganiy
0 s

Ird  Dave MeAllister (Xiphophorus
aiphidium| 89 pis

Ath - Tony Tyson (Peendomugil
gertrudae) BE pis

Sth John Bristow (Cic
fenesiratim) X7 pis

Brth  Dave McAllister ( Xiphophorus
gorkoni) 86 pts

Congratulations o all of you!

HERTEY

MEVAGISSEY HARBOUR
MARINE AQUARIUM

by Alan Holmes

Additional information supplied by
Jack Lean, a Trustes at
Mevagissey Aquarium.

Alan suggests analternative use for his
article in his enclosed letter. That of
shredding il Lo provide free hamster
bedding! Shame onyou, Alan.

While on belidy in Commall during August,
wer wenl (oo working ishing port, called
Muevagissey. which s on the coust hetwaen S1.
Austell and Truro. At the end of the hathour i
a small public aguarium that is o registened
charity und therelore non-profit oriented,
Hence the cost for an adult 1o gain entry is &lip
and Atip for childnen

Al dane six s

Lk af 3 cubic meines,

tank of B L|ll‘|||. musires.  These tanks hons:

loaal maikes 3 nefneshing
uhange as we Wrignis maos of gr
UWI Bt e SR e dropical marine
S,

A6 % 12 mnk is esed for holdiag amall
specimens and live food such as prawns, crabs,

vie. Tanksane lincd onether sideof the building.
with one tank and one open touch pool’ st the
botiom end.

ks o cither dde of the hailding house @
sy o species againsl o mpural background
he envinnment in which they hive
fes un display during my vist
ipcluded: Tesser Spotked Dogfish, Hlack Sey
Bream, Bass. Tobsier, Spiny Crak, Fadible Crah
and virbous Selish, which were ineresing o
ubserve as they were in the process of
regenerating lost Bmbs. 1 also saw Pollock,
Shime Rockling. Grey Mulle: Turhii,
1 Eel, Ballan Wrasse IIMH: EqumJ.

u,umul I
:.huuld smagine the species on show wuulu

sies are made available wo them,

5 Lhe abovae | alee saw some “seasonal
1 4% Jobn Dory, Lumpsuckers,
Boarmish. Comber, Triggerfish, etc, All stock
bt ned from local fishemmen.

At the cad of the buikding isa largen tnk which
howses i few Comger 1els, and dircetly below
this is an cquivalenl W a “louch peol” Lank
housing 1% h. and Skt whu rise
the surfave, pus their hoslics vut ol the water
apperently fryng i reach vt i be touchud.
The difTerent species ans fed o vanety of foods
canght kcally inciuding Sand Fels purchased in
Dl it 6 2 timee and roven ints Db hlocks.
AJGID Block s Fed every S-Aadavs inthe wanmer
weather. This b inen reduced 0 3 1 hlock in
winker And fed every K- 10 days. The Sand |
wne supplemenied wily ltve Prawns, Hand
Backed Crabs, erel, Pilehard and the
occasional umlucky Scallonor | impe)

The waler for the whole Aguanum is drawn
from the adjucent besch, throagh a besch filer
twice cach diy [or four hours oncach recasion
(e dingram ). Water is drawn theough the send
into the tw highesi nks and distributed ol
other anks vi ity leed. Fach four-hour
pumping session produces envugh waicr 1
change the ks six times, which means ok
lemperatures ane maintained at exsctly sea
lermperature.

Fags 16

Recommended
by top aquarlsts

For years many top aquarisis have recommaendad
the same brand of fish food—AQUARIAN.

Theay feed thair fish on AQUARIAN
because they've seen for themselves the ditference it
makes—beiter growth, less stress and longer Iifs.

Ewvaryday they sea that their fish thoroughly anjoy
thair 1004, feeding eagery, leaving Ittle waste
to polute the water

As fop aquarists they am happy to recommend
Agquarian o other fishkeepers and to share the
benefit of their knowledge and expsrience.

Take a tlp from top aguarists—feed your fish on
AQUARIAN Flaked Fish Foed.

Aeraiion 1s achizved lor all of the tnke via
i elec O AH. pumps, which drew water
trom the sump Lank and disinbute it to all the
cther tnks viz o spray har system. This ix
-.lhr!ll.mn_rl!.\.L. by a barge Whisper s

“dead wpots” thal (e spray Rars miss

The Agquarivm is siwated on the Seeth Quay,
wnd until 1935 was the Lifchogt Station, The
building was made inte an s n 1554,
The Trusices ook over the aperation of the
premises shout ten yoars ago and oblsined
regisiered charily stats, They feel tha the
Adquarium isa good opportanity far the pablic
tohave a glimpse of lecal marine species and
have between W10

and 35,000 visitors in

Un UVCTAEe scason.

School parties are
particularly welcome

und are not charged.

The Trustees s the

premises ane, Lol ..ﬁ
und huilding e
mantenance sl 5
becoming i problem
When the time allows

they will probably
wirk 4 an
improvement
programme 10F 1ne
premises andd sk grant
aid

pipe 1o pump

L] huve seen
many wnil
abviously this one in
the UK - seem to m
hatter thae the larg
maltinatienzl L
s these smaller ones
wtick Dcal specics Tt
we ey afl come across. M
They can also el rock bad
species back inte the

wild withaot detriment

Uy hoeal conlogy when

they introduce olher

Species. o~
I you happen ta be in

Mot to scole

Tida! covar

O iginal voch beeal

Cornwall go to this Aquarim andd you will not
i 18 preal oy
It o1 1% S0 anotler
fishing port in the area called 1o B which
¢ a harbour possessing large Mussel heds
apparently being Gillered with air-asysien the
Fretieh Musse] farmersuse will s RIS AT
the water and keeps the Mussel it
healihier. Also_a il ol
Powrt e with hoge
thern. Presimably 1
Eeteanghr!

prive with i Lk anid

MEVAGISSEY HARDOUR AGLARIUM

Daach fittar

Lerghlasl

Encovared reck void
Filled with sand

At least TOL of Begc
sond it be ot
P aize (0047}

4" cogrse sond
P

10" rocks

T — e
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THE PROHIBITION OF
KEEPING OR RELEASE OF
LIVE FISH (SPECIFIED
SPECIES) ORDER 1998
by Roger Crew
Roger reports on new legislation
which aftects the majority of
fishkeepers. Remambar you saw it

here first!

This Order came into effect from the 1st
November, 1998 and s designed 1o

profect native fish epecies in Eogland and
Wales.
Unfomunately the Miniswy of Agriculture,

Fisheries and Food
introchice sinnlar legiskiion 10 cover
Scotland and Northern Ireland. Perbaps
eries Mirster, Ellion Marley does
nol consider (hese areas important or
worthy of protection. Who can tell?
The effect of the Orderon the fishkeeping
Bebhyist is two-fold, viz:
L. Under the new R
General (or blanket) Licene
MATFT| which authoriscs the keeping of
Cirass Carp, Sturge let and Catfish
of the genus letah garden ponds or
aquaria (oller than retal or wholesale
premisesy This will be the case for at
least the next five vears.  Aquarists do
NOT need to apply {u{ a licence to keep
these figh in home ponds oF agquaris and
e all covered by the Deneral Licence
For the -|)cu&.s listed h:l-m
Individual L 5 are  requined
Clndividual' refers o he  individeal
PERSON hokfing a Licence ) Aguarists

bolding or wishing (o hold these species
shauld apply to MAFEF for their |
for which there 15 NO CHARL
address to apply te is: Fishen
1B, { Aguacultare, Salmon and Freshwater
Fisheries|,  Ministry of  Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food. Room 312, Nobel
House. |7 Smuth Square, London SW1P
3R (Tel: 0171-238-5933 Fax: 0171-238-
5938) OR Welsh Off Agriculiune
L)L,;J«ulm:nl l<u|u 2003, Cathays Park.

i 3 01222-825451

Fax: 01222-823562)

WARNING: Failure to comply with the
requirements of the Order can result in a

fine of up 10 250!

Theee measures complement the existing
lion given to native species by the
and Countryside Act 1981,
Section 30 of the Salmen and Freshwater
Fisheries Act 1975 and the Prolibition of
Keeping of Live Fish (Crayfish) Order
10940, all of whicl ¢ to prevent the
unanthorised intreduction of non-native
fish into UK waters.

Ihese Regulations will impese only o
minor meonvenicnce 1o hobbyists and ane
a valuable siep towards protecting our
mative specics and their cnvironment, As
sueh the conscientious fishkeeper can only
welcome the Order and support its
applicatio
Species
follews |

by MA

wered hy the Owder are s
CONMNON nAmes are ag used
not mie!):

American brook tout (Salvelines
fomtinalis}

Asp (Aspius aspius)

[ig-head carp (Anaichthys nohilis
Bineiling (Rhodeus sericeus)

Blageon {Leucizeus soutfia)

Bine bream (Abramis ballens)

Burbot (Lota lota)

Catlish (species of the genera Ieialurus
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and Silurus)

hinese black pr snabl-cating camp
tMyIspharyngodon preens)

Dranubian Wleak (Chalcalburnus
<halcoldes )

arp {Ctenopharyngoden idellay
ked salmon {non-anadromons
vaneties ol the species Salmo <alar)

| -mouthed black bass (Miciopiens
teoides )

Mediterranean  barhel  (Barbus
mieridionalis)

ht
Yacilic salmon  amd 1row fexcluding
rubnteow rront bt including steclheadsy
(species of the genus Dncorhynchos )

* (Chondrostoma nasus |

Paddlcfish  {spec
Palbyocon and Psepl
Pike-perch (ineluding zander) {species of
the zenus Stizostedion |

Pumy | (Leponns g ]

ol the genera
ETUS )

Rock bass (Ambloplites rupestris)
Sehneider (Alburneides bipun
Silver  carp  (Hypophthalmichthys
moliri)

ns)

Sturgeon or stedlet ispecics of the gener
Ac it s, Pseedoscaphirivichus
and Scaphirhynchues)

Topmenth  gudgeon  {Pseadorashora
Pilr\'ill

Toxostome  (or  French  nase)
A hondrostomia toxostoma)

Winnba (Vinuba vimbag

FOR SALE

Complete aquarium sefup, H1”
tank with  bullt-in  filtration
chambers, stand, lighting,
powetheads, fiters, gravel and
bogwood.  E176.00 ono Tole:
01722-780634

Association of Southern
Aquarists Societies
Fishkeeping Convention
1998

by Lee Pearce

On Sunday 23 Augus 1998, all across the
south of England there was ominous
shimng as memmbers of the ASAS socictios
awecke to prepare for their annual
Fishkeeping Convention  this vear al a
new venue, the Portsmonth Deal Centre
i Arundel Street, Portamonth
ASAS Chamrman, Jack Stillwell, opencd
the event. In his inwoduction e tankedl
all those iavolved for their help and the
ghests preseol for their suppont Tack also
dominant feason
ol ASAS was to suppon
lies aml 1
orzanise cvents such as (his thal may be
evond (he reach of some socictics
incividoally. In retum. ASAS needs the
support of its members al events (o el
neke them s saful
Tack went on to introduce the fiest guest-
speaker of the day. Dave MacAllister who
100k us on o goided tour collecting
livehearers in Mexico. 1t is awiul 1o (hink
il n be wiped off
the face o ¢ because it is
undoriursite coough © Dave evilved in a
stall area, so = 4 sinple pond. and
that pocd s lostor destroved. Apparenily
sprecies bave been. are being and will
continue wbe Lost inibis way. Their only
hope for survival is the mtervention of
mian, Several species, long since extingt
in the wild. owe their contmued existenc
to man [ is achieveent like this that
portrays all that is good about vur hobby
Adter everyone bad retumed from hooking
hetr aeroplane tckets to Mexico, lunch
was served  Thie ook the fo ol
superh cold buffer produced by Hilma
Rill Slade’s daughter, Davwn. There
d stunming armay of cold me N,
guiche. sarsage rolls efc _which was nwre
fhan enough o tempt the miost fastdions
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hested a beat of the “Aguachamp”
competinon, which was won by Colin
Tweddle. The Festival Commitice are
most graieful 10 “Aquarian® for their
generous de

on of figh food which were

used as priges,

Ihe Theme Tank Trophy was won by
HAWVAS

Az wsual. local children's art work
enhanced the walls snd we are gratedul to
Hylten Ce hool for all their efforts

Allin all, although there was a very happy
atrsplere tireughout. the local response
ointing apart trom lhe
aseel number of local brecders selling
adguality fish. This response has given
rise 1o some doubt that his may be the
lust Festival in the Arca

The Commitice would like w0 thank the
FBAS Tor their spensorship and also our
{hanks to the few waders who did make
the effort w witead.

The Tyne Tees Fostival 1998

JACK THE LAD
by Jack Stillwail

Jack looks back al his Iife in
fishkeeping.
When | etarted keepi

fish seriously in
1949, 1 purchased o second-tand wooden
Turnished rank althongh | had kept fish
prier to the War when T was a mere “slip
of 4 lul' in 1S my “new’
tank sef wp bossted Shubunking which

cerfainly could not claim to be from

ol
the 1ank o leak!
T bad placed my ‘new” ank on our new

Utility sideboard and my wile way
1 lover of wood-framed
tanks after this episode

debinitely o
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of palates and 1o satisly even the mest
voracious o appenies. Afer ihis veritable
hanguet. Jack Stillwell thanked Dawn for
ler considerable efforts and he presented
Ner with & bouquet of flowers. With the
bar avalable for a convivial drink, if
required, the break for Jupch also offered
an apportunity to socialise, catch up on
old nequaintances and. perhaps, te forge
new ones.

The aftermeon began with a fascinating
talk given by Derek Lamher on the
Interest in

these very coloarful fish is increasing
capidly and Derek i= currently writing a
book on them. There are several species
of these fish with almost as many natural
habitats, from brackish or salty water
h bard, alkaline conditions w0 soft
waler.  Derek teld uws that
someftimes the sune species can be Tound
w4 wide range of different conditions and
this can cause problems when trying 1o
keep and breed them.  They will not
accept o large and rapid change in
conditions very fvourably and yoo oy
not be sware of the conditions to which
your particalar  fish  have been
accustoniel

TDrerek and Pat alzo hrought sonie rainhow
fish with them and they offered them for
sale duging the lunch break. By the cod
of Derek's talk, more than one_person in
the room bad promised themselves that,
at the earliest opporunity, they would
have o go” at keeping mimhows. Then,
with just enough of abreak Lo draw avery
quick breath, 10 was stmight inte the
and aquatic goods. The
there o b had,

auction of h

bargams w

A wvery good day was enjoved by all,
There was an amicable balance of social
Pa

and aquatic interests. The cost of th
plethora of plscine paricipation was &
paltry £5 per person - and this included
the buffet funch, This low
mainly due o the kind genercs
bederation of British Aquansts Societies
who agreed o spoaser this prominent
feature of the local fishkeepers' calendar
once again. ASAS would like to take this
apporty 10 thank them for their kKind
support sincd also Dave and Derek for two
fascinating talks. Thanks alao to Hilma
and Bill Slade and w Dawn for the
calering arrangements. to all those who
gave of their time 10 make this event a
success and last but definitely not Jeast
thanks to all who eame, supported and
Topelully enjoyed the Comvention.

TYNE TEES AQUATIC
FESTIVAL

by Jane Bell
Area Secretary

The Tourth annual Tyne Tees Aguatic
Festival was beld al Tyne mouth on
Sunchay. Awguct 3ith, 1998 The Areawas
celighted to recewve visibors [rom as far
afield as the Isle of Wight and Glaspow
It certainly appeared thal everyone
enjoyed the day,

An Open Show was included under FBAS
roles and e Best in Show was o
Lamprologus tetracanthus ovwned by Mr
& Mrs. Rodway, The Three Rivers
Championship was won by Mr. & M
Mg ford with their Tilapia buttikofer. the
Best Exhubiton B & S Cricch and I Wright
(reott Bell's "Piscine Posers” was wonby
Kevin Rodway,

Ben Helm of

1]

‘Aquarian” gave a talk and



GREAT FBAS 60th
ANNIVERSARY OFFERS
TO ALL SOCIETIES IN 1998
This is your last chance to take up these
offers!

2 YEARS' FBAS AFFILIATION FOR THE PRICE OF ONE!
(JOIN IN 1998 for £12.00 - RENEW IN

20001)

FREE maresupe AND VIDEO HIRE!

(YOU JUST PAY RETURN

POSTAGE)*

i FREE ci488 LABELS FOR 1ABLE/

OPEN SHOWS

Details from:

FBAS,
184, Greenhill Road,
Greanhill,

Herne Bay.
Kent CTE 7RS

FFROM 1999 ALL
NEWLY AFFILIATED
SOCIETIES HAVE
FREE TAPE/SLIDE

FOR ONE YEAR
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good fish were not too difficull 1o procure

Like many otbers. however, | have been
unahle to disassociate myself with the
viriety of wopical fish available. During
my time I have hred Barbs Danios
Cichlids and Livebearers, these being
well-suitedd o e hand water in (he Sowh

Fish shows are an importan! part of the
habhy and provide an opportunity toc
Clubs 1o hest (rends and newcomers
within the hobby for a day, Shows ane
aleo an opportunity for seeing fish ‘in the
flesh’, to natter about fish with like-
nindecd people andl perbaps pick ap some
new (1o you) vaneties and might eatice
new club members. However, Portsmouth
AS have pone away from this icdea and
new concentrale on public exhibitions as
we feel they are more of an opponunity
af enhancing the bobby 10 the public by
way of imparting information,

1 bave grven talks to clubs for vears. bul
now only do this within my own area as
my health preciudes travelling long
distances in a short space of time. My
current Rabin Reliant - known as the
“Plagtic Pig” - hag had much lecs
opportenity for being ‘avtomatic” because
ol this and spends much of s tme parked
cutside my houee. ks ave by far the
best way of poblicising the hobhy and
seneral public relations that you could
hope to find, Unfortunately even these
are peiting more difficult w find

1 still have a collection of twenty-two
tanks and seven ponds wineh contain
mainly coldwater species. Unfortunately.
with the coming ol the years | have found
inincreasingly more diffcull o cope with
them, but 1 still have plans.. and [ sl
brewd my Gsh

I have never kept large catlish as | do not
find them atevactive in any way and | fecl
that generally they are not kept in
conditions suited (o fsh of their size.
Certainly there is litle possibility of my
ing ahle to breed them, so any
passing fascination is soon lost especially
as their habit tends (o be neclumal.
In 1968 1 was clecied as FBAS Minute
Secretary and with only two shorn bresk
Bield this post until 1994

Our hobby has seen the decline of our
clubs and socictics owing o the mew
technolegy which staned wilh television
and now the Intemel. We aeed to
conserve both the species and the
knewlestge thal we hove in the hobhy and
that is best done by word of mowih.

You may now be wondenng what plans |
could possibly have after fifly years in
the hobhy, Well. there is life in the “old
dog" vet! [ fully intend to complete my
term of office as FBAS President al the
end of 1999, but then 1 will probably
“wind dewn' a little. Others tell me thist
ey cannot see this appening, that Twill
never ‘retite” | have actively involved
mysell in the hobby and am a firm
heliever that you only pger out of
something what you put in! Whatever
happens 1 know that | have thorowghly
enjoved the hobby of lishkeeping over
the last fifty vears and would recommend
il o anyone, but they need 1o gl mvolved
and comumi themselves o get the best ont
of it. After 1999, who knows? T sl aim
o be around for a good few vears vet!

Watch this gpace! A/
ack
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e only book available o Rshkeepers
in 1949 was “Little Ditchfield's Tropical
Fish™ at a cosi of 4d tabour 2py. 1 owas
know foday, it

withing hike the booke w
ly containe
Barbs und Danic

one Cichlid and
154 cncompassed
i were

o chays cur main sonrce of fishy”
information was whtained [rom n g
magarines. primarily the “Waterlifte
Magazine” and the “Aquarist Magazne”
I still have over one lundred copies of
these magazines, My first in the
collection a 1927 “Aqoarist
Mugazine™, [also have a 1933 American
“Adquarnmm. Magazine™. too

2l
o i excileiment as there
D previously been nothing like w0 It
very soon beeame the “fishkeeper s bible”
and rewained su unel souch Jaer when
Sterha published “Freshwater Fishes of
the Waorld™. Even wath all the new titles
published sinee, Tsull maintain s
wiis the hest hook ever published

A conple of vears Iater in 1951 1 decided
ta join the Partamouth Aquarist and
Fishkeeping Club (now Ponsmouth AS|
In 1950 I became Club Secrelary and
I

25 years

Later the 1

s ook was published ¢

I con remen

held the post of Cloirman for over

1 Ll e keeping local marine species
16 1 livedd near the sea and 1960 saw my

fiest atteapl ol keeping a fropical marine
tank. My ik prowdly displayed foor
me i week's
these fish were
very patieni iand

siall mannes which co
Altho
hey w

Wages

cupensive

hardy | allowing e fo lesm will them
I stall do not know bow they survived my
treatment of them as T provided them
with no filtration
they lasted three

wailer movement, bul

When 1 was keepi
wmarine life 1 was ne 3
guarding the Whale Island Naval Gunnery
Sch dwen I went down there w
collect sea water. He thougha T was mad
and just would not aceept my explanotion
of what T was doing there! Never mind, |
arm il here 10 el the tale

In March 1962 Thecame an FEAS Tudge
I drove a Rotan Relant and travelled up
Bl A3 hundreds of thimes
on my way to shows the lengih and
breadily of Balaine [ feel sure that 1he
twebve Robins | have owned have all been
Robin Keliant ‘Automatics” as they sean
ol lo know the route in and oot of
Porismonii!

ol bl

and dowi th

1952 was 4 busy vear for me as 1 also
tonnded the Association of Southern
Agquarist Societics which ts still in
operation tnday Thiz i¢ an Area Crroup
which =till serves member Clubs in the
coastal Dorser area. Hampshive aml Wes)
Suszex. The idea of an Are
that Cluks could support
f0in together for activith
<hows, conventions,
Asa member of ASAS

Ciroup was
b othier ane

ocr e, el
vons austormatival Iy
nber of all the
ble 1o attend their

My wiain interest in fishkceping bas

other ¢lubs and were
meetings il you so wisl

ably enbanced bevause | lived
near Charcke Wiitehead which meant thal
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STOP PRESS! - STOP PRESS! - STOP PRESS! - §TOP PRESS!

ANNOUNCING A
MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN
INTERNAL FILTRATION!

The simplicity 8
price of an intern

4

-..with triple action filtration

o

), MECHANICAL SIDLOGICAL

S 3o shirgm prur s, Enge pr
mtrrna) foer
Chirge wp e TRO

like an external

2]

3
RSP T S (1)
O 1L AL

WEUTIAS B4 OME LT A PRICE TOLILL LMD



Tetral®

CORAL CREATIONS

A Tetra (USA) line that bacame
unavailable in the UK three years ago
Recently a small stock was identified in
the UK warehouse and Tetra have agreed
10 its sole distribution in the UK through
the Federation of British Aquatic
Societies' Msm!ﬂandising at absolutely
knock-clown prices!

Here Is the opportunity for all of you
marine or Rift Valley enthusiasis (or any
lish-keepers for that matter) 1o create a
coral scene without damage to the
environment, for Coral Creatlons are a
synthetic resin product which is totally
inert and harmiess 1o your fishtank. Now
you can enjoy the sight of Iifelike ‘coral at
a fraction of the cost.

As an example, the top of the range "Brain
Coral 1/2 helme!™ which normally would

JUDGES
CORNER

Welcome 1o the December edition of the
Judgzes Page, the fourth [ have written on
hebatl of the Tudges and Standards
Commitiee,

By the fime you read this anticle, the Show
stason will be over and [ hope all judges
will he sending in their size adjustment
and work load forms as they s Jel have
reached me by now. [ previously
reguesied that all judges and compe itors
look st pessible reductions in sizes and
te let me know in good time for our
commillee meeting on show sizes. T have
some information, but would appreciale
more. please.

In Jast ynarter’s artick: | nl.kul aboul (e
lish we know as As ibizn
(Merzus AguanumAilas
an pleased o report that o scie
has been found ie. Hyphess

ceuadoricnsis. The show size remains as
that for A

Whilst on the subject of pew fisli names.
a fish we know as the Crescenl Zoe iy
Zoogoneticus tegquila with a show size of
SO (muales) wnd G0mm (emales) As
reported in the last edition, Mr (
bas bred these fish but 1 ha
that Mr. PP Coltle, whe
Maickstone in Kent, has as w
spawning was, as he put il, “.very

ze
aze

retail at £23.25 can be yours for
merely £6.80 and for a “Mini Brain
Coral” in either white or natusal, you
pay only £2.00 instead of £6.75. Do
not forget that these recommendac
retall prices are now thres years old
S0 you are getting even battar valua!

This unique opportunity is only
available to you through FEAS
Mgrchanmsmg Onvmsaymncml of

post and packing would be high on
llcms of this Iu , 50 we are offering

coral Creations for sale only at open

shows and major shows and only
whilst stocks last.

Enquiries via the Merchandising
Officer - nddrass in your Year Book!

thi they ||:HI bred :|I|I|r-|||I_:I| D was non
aware of how ||N fish helaved du rlng

Apawnil
he Dewd |Arh] e spawTings, bl
1o rmise any fry, bt he will be irying a
andl | will keep you posted cnwhal ccours.

We had a request from the Federation of
I'\n‘ﬂl: ™ Adqual ociclies 1o send fwin
to judge at the “British Aquanst
1" in Manc the week before
Supreme Festival of Fishkeeping™ in
Weston-Super-Mare. | am pleased to
tepont (st the judges who atended were
treated with the conrlesy we would exlend

to any visiting judge. Both judges reported
it the show seemed W be asuccess, thal
There were euile fors and a great
deal to view for everyone

Tew

As Treported in the last edition a number
of mdges bad passed upgrading e
during the Last theee months 5 o

other judges have passed iheir tests.
Although these w nounced @l
neral Assembly in Seplember, g full
4 list wi l| b publishicd o the 1993

i vour wegues! will vour workload fonn,
1wl rerom ihae stars warh your mew siee
sheets in the New Yeor

Colin Panmnell
Judges and Standards Commiliee
i 9, ldwin Road,
Hastings,
Sussex
TNIS 5IT

S0

FBAS MERCHANDISE AND PUBLICATIONS

Available from Show Stands, by Mail Order, or at General Assemblies

Hooik No.
Cultivated Frshes L1
The Sunfishes (ANLL
Steow Fish Guide (including binder) 5.0

= Supplements E100 &

Show Rules (1998
ol Show Fish Siacs | 1998)
8 Yearbook (10998

il CommonScientifse Namies (Marine
(i calor)
1ol the Open Shew

- . Ot af print
5] Ot ol print
Fisti Name
b aind Others
£200)
] £1 .50 with binder - £4000
roklets and supplemscits £2.50)
Car Stickers
Lapel Badge
ing Dise
Pesiknile
ey Foh
Refrgeraior Magpets/Fisn Hrooch
Plug Label
liirts (FBAS)
T Sharts (FBAS)
ORDERS:

e
Address in FBAS Y

r Book | 1995 o

ofo HMP Alhany, 3% Parkhors Road, Newpdr
Tnke of Wight PO SRS
SHOWS Telephinne arders Tor collectinn al Assembly of shiows
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1999 SHOW DATES AND EVENTS

Fule Godes: A= Aol A FB=FBAS, FN=FNAS FS=FSAS U=USol A Y =YAAS,
B=BKKS; BK =BKA: | = Interrational Goldfish Standards;
N=NEFAS C=CAGB

21290 M. Area Catfsh Group Convention
7300 Eastieigh & Dictrict AS (FB)}
13399 KAAS (FB)

18.4.99

KAS (U
25400 Strood AS (FB)
8599 = AS [FE)
1516598 B
1416500  Grockiemaria, lela of Wight {FB)

16599 isie o Wight AS (FB)
6699 Erith AS [FB]
13500 Bracknall AS (FB

: {FB}
19599 Bristol Tropical AS (FE)
29899 Tubeck (U}

26000 Fai City |U}
171088 KAS Auction (U}
NOTE TOSHOW SECRETARIES
‘Tha aove datas are hose availabls at the tima of oing to prass. For the lalest, mos!t accurate
dales and d rophy allocati mw&mh&nh:,lfle»e refer tothe Guarterly
Supplement izsuad by the FBAS giving detaila of shows around tha country. The Show
Supplemart is avalable, prica 50p post paid from:
SHOW INFORMATION,
Diept. FW, 22_ Flar AVENUR, HAS BDL

servica 1o al Sovietes, p
information to the same address.

In orde o provide the

your show

STOP PRESS: At the " British Aquarist Festival” in October the E
kidnapped the inimitable Targuin Kisser and he is currenily writing

A,

e el

e TN

P IrpnG 15 JUATE WASL'E S Tha SRmaE!

S the Bl Inege ahaus O nslze
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