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PONDSAL

An alectrolytic general
tonic for all pondfishes.
Should be used in
conjunction with Steralln
to control horse leeches —
150 gallons. N.B. Water
changes are not
necessary after use.

ALGIZIN'

A super algicide which
controls all algal species
{green water and blanket
weed) for up to six
months per treatment. For
use ONLY in ponds NOT
containing submerse
plants. 2000/8000
gallons.

STERAZIN’

For the destruction of gill-
flukes, body flukes, water-
tigers, fish hes
anchorworms and internal
worms — 2000/8000
gallons.

PONDFLORA

A tabletised pond plant
fertilizer. Bury one tablet
in amongst the plants’
roots — margi and
submerse p ants. 30
tablets per pack

%% terlife
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HALOEX

Neutralises
chlorine,
fluorine and
other fish
poisons in raw
tapwater. Treat
tapwater when setting up
new ponds and for part-
changes. 300-2000-5000

gallons.

BROAD-R NG
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MB: THIS IS NOT THE FULL RANGE OF WATERLIFE POND PRODUCTS

BROAD RANGE ALGIZIN®
pH Br;rltzdm fungicide and
A test kit coveringthepH P
range 4 10 10 with a totally mﬂ Treats “al:‘:jgg}
differant colour at each di costiasis

int on the scale. seases and blanket weed
Inciudes buffer packs. ;2000 and 8000 gallons.
Does AT LEAST 150 tests. all pond piants.

SEAVITA
Multiple vitamin liquid food
additive. Soak flakes and
pellets before feedi
Greatly enhances colour,
disease resistance and
sexual vigour. Dried toods
lose some vitamin content
during storage.

MYXAZIN

Brand leader broad
spectru arium and
pond bactericide since
1971. For treatment of fin-
rot, body-rot, ulcerations
and cloudy eyes.
200/800/5000 gallons.

PARAGON

A parasiticide similar to
Sterazin® but totally
harmiess to Orfe and
Rudd. Use each Spring
and Autumn when
ites threaten

00/1400 galions.
PARAGON slowly
releases peroxide into the
water, which “bumns off”
most parasites and then
decomposes into life-
giving oxygen.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR FLILL INFORMATION PACK

WATERLIFE RESEARCH LIMITED
BATH ROAD, LONGFORD, WEST DRAYTON,

MIDDLESEX, UB7 OED

Tel: 0753 682487 or 685696. Fax: 0753 685437
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WELCOME

n the early 1980°s, very few gurden centres had what

one could call & genuine depariment dealing with

enntedoon aquatics. Today, 60-70% of all garden centres

take pride in offering ponds, pond fish, water lilics,
marginal plants and anvthing and evervthing else that
coneeivably can be associated with this spectacular form of
gardemng,

The great thing abour this “blossoming” of interest is that
it shows no sign of abuting. On the conrary — the general
coisensus is thut the trend will continue and that, in a few
vears' time, no garden centre will be able 1o regard itself
complete without a fully fledged water gardening section.

Every passing season hrings its crop of exciting innova-
tons, from new varieties of water lilkes and marginal plans
o the laest ols designed to help bring spectacular
suceess 1o amvone who deécides 1o take the plunge.

As water gardening expands, so does the need for appro-
priatc advice and information, of course. To their immense
credir. girden eentres ane uquatic shops up and down the
country are responding admizalilv o the challenge — so
are we ai The Water Gardener:

Our brand new magauine js the very first publication of
its kind available in the UK lis aim is to cover every aspect
of water gardening. from a colourful. lively approach o the
A-Zof Water Gardening, to more detailed guides for creating
and mainaining vour own pond, water garden and decora-
tive aquatic feamures, o choosing, buving and looking aficr
pond fish and plants . w0 any and every other aspect of
this stunmingly beantiful and pleasing leisure activity,

Whether you are completely new o water gardening. or
whether vou are an experienced practitioner, it is our
fervent hope that our lively, refi ngh attructive swyle,
privided by a team that includes the very best writers and
experts in the ficld, will appeal o you and will help fulfil
your ambitions.

We therefore hid you a warm welcome 1o this free intro-
ductory issue of The Water Gardener [f vou enjov i, please
write to toll us so. If there is
something vou would like us
to  consider for future
celitions, then please do like
wise. Whatever your views
antl opinions might be, we'd
love 1o hear from vou. We e
confident that, 1ogether, we
can prodiuce the magazine
we've all beon waiting for.

We look forward to vour
viliiable suppott.




POND DIPPING

Dragonflies

From June fo August you may
see the Emperor, our largest
dragonfly, tirelessly patrofling its
termitory for insect food. Its habit
of capluring food n md-fiight
puts it i the group of

L= 4
- .
Pied Wagtail
Smarnt black and white plumage and non- B
slop antics maxe the Pled Wagtall an L
aasy bird fo recognise. Altracted fo the
pond by the abundance of midges and
other insacts, it irots, runs and leaps in
pursuit, stopping frequently to bob its tail
up and down
The Waglai's most distinctive call s a
| shamp ‘chizzick’. it will nest readily in the
| garden, making use of any convenient
cawvily, such as a hole in a wall or a bank

Create your own wildlife
refuge

It's very easy 10 make your garden pond a safe
haven for frogs, toads and newls and all
manner of other agquatic creatures. Here are six
useful tips:

Provide shallow sheives around the edge
of the pond lor spawning frogs.

Stock the pond with water and marginal
plants for toads and newts

Create hiding places with stones and
logs

Provide plenty of cover with poolside

by: TRACEY MORLEY

Pond Skater

Slender-bodiad and about 15

illustrations: KEVIN MORLEY

dragonfiies known as hawkers
The other group, darters, dash
out for prey er to chase off rivals
bafore relurming to resting
places on walerside planis

Deapending an the species,
the famaile lays her eggs in mud,
piants or free-foating in the
waler. The young, called |
nymphs, feed on tadpoles or f |
insect larvae wihich come within
siriking distance of the vicious i V
hooks on thoir lower jaw \

The nymphs may stay in this
larval sfage for several years
belore crawling out of the waler \
onlo piant stems. If you are \
lucky. you may see one burst
out of its skin 0 emerga as a
shimmernng aduit

Pond Snails

Even if you don’t
ntroduce water snails
deliberalaly, they offen
Armve on aquafic plants.
Although thay eat
decaying wegelation and help to conirol algal
growth, snails also feast on tender foliage, so
their worth is doubtful

Of all the snails, the Graal Ramshom is
probably the leas! destructive. You can
recognise it easily by tha flal cotied shell
Howewver, beware of the Great Pond Snaill lts
conical shell is up 1o 50 millimetres in langth
and it gorges fish eggs and Iry, as well as
vegelanion

creafure appears fo glide
effortiessly over the walter's
surface. In reality, its middie legs
work hard lo propel il with the
back legs acling as rudders
Water-repafiant hairs on the
Pond Skater's underside ensure
that it stays dry.

Although their eyesight is
good, Pond Skaters usually
detect food by vibration, and use
their front legs to saize prey.
They will wait patiently for insects
that have had the misforfune to
fall into the water

fras in length, this

Three-spined Sticklebacks

vegetation

Leave some grass to grow undisturbed
for froglets and toadiels

Lo)~Y el oY

Dan't use
insecticides which
could poison wildlite

The three sharp spines alang its back give this fish its name. Iis alaborate
courtship and breeding rituals make the Stickieback a L -

fascinating addifion 1o & wikdiife pond
in spring, the female remains a drab silver-green, bul
the male develops a briliant red throat and
belly and bright blue eyes. He builds a nest
with vegetation at the bottom of the pond




zlgae that cause it to go green.

other species of wildlife that may visit the pond.

Pond | ==

- — . -

CONTROL GREEN ALGAE WITHOUT HARM TO FISH, PLANTS OR WILDLIFE

Easily installed, Pondclear ultra violet systems are the safe and effective way to rid your pond of the single celled

Pondclear ulira violet systems have no adverse effect on the pond ecology and environment. With the use of
chemicals for the control of green water there is always the risk of over-treatment and/or the risk of residual
chemical build up in the pond. All aquatic life is to some degree sensitive to algicides and other chemicals, as are

The main factors which govern the size of the Pondelear system you will need are pond size, stocking level and the
amount of sunlight your pond is exposed to. Use the following table 1o select the appropriate size system for your

pond.
POND
LOCATION: SHADED PART SHADED FULL SUN
POND High stock | Lowstock | High stock | Low stock | High stock | Low stock
SIZE level level level level level level
UP TO : _
600 GAL & WATT SWATT 8 WATT 8 WATT 15 WATT 8 WATT
2700 LIT
UPTO
1200 GAL | IS WATT | SWATT | 15 WATT | 8 WATT | 15 WATT | 15 WATT
5450 LIT
vrTo [
1500 GAL | IS WATT | 15 WATT | 15 WATT | 15WATT | 25 WATT | 15 WATT
6800 LIT
UPTO === : p
3000 GAL HWAIT 15 WA’IT 25 WATT | 15 WATT | 30 WATT | 25 WATT f_,
13650 LIT = -
UPTO 2% £
4000 GAL 30 WATT | 35 WATT | 30 WATT | 30 WATT | 30 WATT | 30 WATT | 3
18200 LIT 3 E
¥ =
UPTO 2x = 2% 2x 2x E:
6000 GAL | 30 WATT | 30 WATT | 30 WATT | 30 WATT | 30 WATT | 30 WATT | &
27250 LIT B =
- L]

Pondclear Model 8: For ponds up to 1200 gallons — 5450 litres. Maximum How rate
500 gallons per hour — 3400 litres per hour.

Pondclear Model 15:  For ponds up to 3000 gallons — 13650 litres. Maximum flow rate
750 gallons per hour — 3400 litres per hour.

Pondclear Model 25:  For ponds up to 4000 gallons — 18200 litres. Maximum How rate
1200 gallons per hour — 5450 litres per hour.

Pondclear Model 30:  For ponds up 1o 6000 gallons — 27230 litres.

Tropical Marine Centre Lid., Solesbridge Lane, Chorleywood, Hertfordshire WD3 55X
Tel: 0923 284151 Fax: 0923 285840

Ecological
POND PRODUCTS

FROM

i L]
Maximum How rate 1800 gallons per hour l
— B200 litres per hour, I mplca

Marine
cntre
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Top left, “Fulgens’ — one of the reddest of all reds. Above left,

g Fatcr lilies are the loveliest of
| | aquatic plants They are beauuful
w and exonc with handsome
LB Noating foliage and waxy hlossoms
in almost every colour imaginable, They
are also very hardy, casv-going and
available in a diversity that enables their
waxy star-like blassoms o he enjoyed
crpually by the enthusiast with a tuh on the

patin, as by the gardener with a lake in
rolling parkland
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With their lustrous waxy rich colouring, thesel

Water lilies are. botamically speaking,
known as \'\rupin.'rr.. not to be confased
with the duller pond lies or Nuphar
These kuter are frequently seen in the
quict backwaters of rivers, and have
extensive pale green Noating (nliage anl
small glohular vellow hlossoms with a
strong arona of aleohol, Their only
advantage over rue waler lilies is then
ability to talerate moving water, conditinns
which water lilies abhor, Otherwise, they

N. marfiacea *Carnea’ is an attractive vigorous grower.
Above centre, the spectacular *Chromatella’ water lily — one of the ‘older’ types, but still hard o beat (photograph

are inferior in every way and should never

he considered Tor the decorative garden
i

porol.

Smaller varieties

Not that a pool is necessary m onder 1o
grow Nvmplhiaeas, for there are pygmy
varieties which can be grown withou
difficulty in @ halt barrel or sink. These
are comnpletely miniamre replicas of
conventional water lilies and will grow and

HE TR T, ST =T e TR LSS =
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Philip Swindells guides you Il'm:i’
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forgeous gems are a must for any pond setting.
#sh the tantalizing choice of types.

Blossommn i us linde as Gin ol water,

Al these minkature lilies have the prefix
Alba’ being the
tiniest water lilv imaginable. The
individual Blossoms are scarcely |,||':_:1_"_

Nywphsen pygmaen, N

thin i penny prece, while the leaves would
\un._;u‘lr- L it bain thie size ol & floy pence
This is o wondes ful litle plant tor
e
Ihee boaght caarvacellow &g "Helvola'

L EETRVRTEES

is the most widely planted dwarl, mainly
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because it flowers very guickly afie

|-|.|‘.||||-_-, '\|-.n: fronm its heantilul starry
bilossonms, i also bears seriking green and
triahiog Thiers
a bwghe ved miniaore called Nop, “Bubra
amed a searce pink kind, Nop tJohann
Pring’.

Suallgroming water lilics an
dominated by the Lavdekeri group, a

ia alsin

vv-hilone b ||l||.r.:|

handsome collection namerd
in=law ol the greatest water iy breeder ol

alter the son-

Photographs — unless otherwise indicated — by John Dawes,

reproduced by courtesy of De Plomp BV, Pijinacker. the Netherlands ). Above right. one of the most attractive of the
tropical varictics — ‘Blue Beauty’ — complete with resident free frogs, photographed at Stapely Water Gardens.

all e, the Frene bman

Latour Marliac

ph Bary

pure white with a fresh wea fragrance
while ML l'|I|LLl s’ s the ."’llq st el
I'hen there is th ink N/ Rosen
and the ,|[I|IIII|DI[.I||'|\ mammee]l N
‘Lilacea™, All prosper in L2=1Hin of water

anel have o moadest ~Im-.n|
Vnong the smaller-growing kinds, there
are some interesting clumgeahle varieties

Nympuhara laydekeri *Alba’ is

hese have blossomms which >



o clunge colour with age, “Aurora’ is the

best, with flowers that ||t‘_|_{i|| cream in bud,

but mowve through pink and orange to red
as they mature, *Graziella” is another free-
Hemvering sort, bt the changes i colour
are not guite so pronounced,

Larger varieties

For the average-sized garden pool of,
perbaps, 6 feet by 8 feet, the Marlia
Iwlrid water lilies are to be preferred.
Thaose prefixed N, merfiaees all grow
satislactorily in 18in of water, but will
toderate over 3 feet if necessary. The finest
of this group is Nom, "Chromatella’, an old
vellow variety, but one which has vet to he
surpassed. This variety Towers freely
throughout the summern, with Large star-
like Blossoms nestling among bold olive-
green loliage which is splashed and
stained with maraon

Ihe other important Marliac hvhrids
have plain green leaves, the snowy white
Nom. “Albida’ being set off perfecdy by the
verdant Moating pads, Nvnphaea marfiaren
“Carnwea is the most vigorons of this
group, its large apple blossom pink
flowers being quite capable of gracing a
large |'|1'||1r| or lake. So could “James
Brvdon', an American hvhrd with
distinctive peony-shaped flowers of deep
rerl.

‘Williaun Falcomer” is another gooed

hardy red, but this prefers shallower water,

along with the oy white *Hermine” and
deep purple-red “Aropurpurea’

8

Tropical lilies

There are tropical water lilies oo, b
these are rarely grown in our cool sunless
climate, although some gardeners obtain
reasonalile resulis from their cultivanon in
hall barrels in o Conservalory O sun
lonimge

‘Danbendana’ is a small growing bloe
for a tub or agquarinm, while "Blue Beaury”
is well suited o those who have an indoom
pool. TEvou are looking Tor something
really sophisticated, then oy Red Flare'
one of the most beautiful of the night
Nowering varietics,

Basic needs

Water lilies have to be grown i oa goodd
sonl mmxiure if they are 1o prosper,
whether that be placed directly upon the
tuby or pool Moo, or ina containes
Choose a properly formulated agquati
planting compost or else a heavy garden
soil devold of extrancons organic matier

Some UK water g—ard('n cenires, such as
Stapeley Water Gardens, own magnificent
waler lily collections.

Below, this is the varicty usually referred
o as ‘Attraction” . . . but botanists are siill
arguing about its real name.

tiniest of
containers. This
is Nymphaa
frvgmiaea
‘Helvola®,

and not recently dressed with artificial
fertiliser.

1 ilies alsn FeCUITe SUInmer feeding with
an aquatic plant fertiliser placed divectly
i the soil next o their ronors, andd
repularly lilting and dividing every lew
vears inoorder 1o maintain their vigous
anel Mower queliny. B

Philip Swimedells is an aguatic
consultant specialising in
arborefa, bolanical and historse
garddens worldunede. Heas also the
Registrar of the National Water

! F]"I\' Collechion,
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Anglo
Aquarium Plant

THE POND
PLANT PEOPLE

We can suply everything you
need for displaying and
retailing aquatic plants

‘Quality Products’
‘Quality Service’

Phone or fax for information and
advice on stocking aquatics

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF

Strayfield Road, Enfield, Middlese: EN2 9JE
Tel: 081-363 8548. Fax: 081-363 8547.

World of Water

Fire your
imagination with a
visit to some of
the country's
finest water
gardens. See
dozens of working
displays in garden
settings, pools of
all shapes and sizes with working statues,
fountains and waterfalls.

Thousands of cold-water fish to choose from and
perhaps best of all our prices on Butyl Liners,
Fibreglass Ponds, Pumps, Statues, Lighting etc. will
make your day complete.

+ Open 7 days a week * Friendly expert advice
#* Landscaping, Construclion and
Design Service
* Large Tropical Fish Selection (except Chertsey)

KENT Hastings Road (A28). Roivenden (0580) 241771
HAMPSHIRE Stockbndae Road, omsey (0794) 515923
SURREY Holloway Hill Chertsey (0932) 569590
BERKSHIRE 166 Hyde End Road, Shinfield (0734) 885492
WEST SUSSEX Turners Hill Road, Worth, Crawley  (0293) 883237
EAST SUSSEX Ersham Road, Hailsham (0323) 442400
OXFORD Oxford Road, Bicester, Oxon (0809) 322489

ADD MAGIC

TO YOUR GARDEN
'ITH WATER

ey
F%’fmﬁf 7]

..

l FUI‘ rf:f I ’j‘ Professional advice and

quality aquatic plants

q ')Jtr" Jr'( €/ )’1 *illpﬂl'aw‘l-tllerr! v oar
way to creatin,

beautiful and succ rssfu.

\ a'!'-fju"'[ sC H(I
f 1 r’*’l‘ A. I" garden pond or water
| I §2 and = feature of your own

W4 Why oot plan a visit 1o
, our 53 acre complete
|1' Garden Centre in loy cly
rural Cheshire, just

=3 minutes from junction 16
4 off the Mé? You'll find
acres of display gardens to fire
your imagination, three
drplrtmrnla exclusively

-, devoted to aquatic plaun

3 healthy fish, fountains,
pumps and pond liners and
~  experts available everyday to
answer your quntium

.. ,;-_ Ifyou aren’t able to
- visit us, send for our
S /5 - 40 page, full colour
-~ handbook, packed
with the largest range

,__-_Fi";;' of plants and supplles
_and all the information
you'll need to help
Yyou create your own

SEE US AT CHELSEA

THE WATER GARDENER MAY 1963

FLOWER SHOW
i st ‘L water magic.
S D8 b U Maripuce Sor
.1
5 us-
G yisit ® &
A e e e e e e s s — — ———
For FREE B-page price list just
send large S.ALE.

For both price list and 40-page full-colour |07
handbook send £1 cheque or P.O. a

Adledress |

Stapeley Water G ardens Limited Dept WGRS ]

L London Road, Nantwich Cheshire. Tel: 0270 628111. /
s e — — — e — — e — — r— —



Koi highs and

lows

6;’_ | bought some small

“ = Koi a couple of yaars
ago. They have done very well,
seem healthy, are nice and fat
and are always ready for their
food.

However, a visitor remarked
that they were not good fish,
What did he mean by this?

» Nikishigoi. to give them

* their proper name, were
derived from Commeon and Mirrar
Carp (Cyprinus carpio). From
these ordinary looking fish, many
sorts were developed, and these
can contam almaost avery colour
in the spectrum. The Japanese

HARRY JAMES

This beautiful fish with Mirror
Carp scaling is known as a
Shusui.

frnen created a system of naming

io according o their colours,

ems and body shape.

ds were established ang

ows are held regularly where
formity of fish to these

703 15 judged, and prizes
aly awarded

. hipping from the

or hatcheries, fish are

ng 1o excellence,

hat what your feand
your tish
However, tha

Pre-filter or filter

. When | bought the pump

= for my pond, the dealer
recommended that | also
acquired a filter. However, my

10

During my thirty-odd years in
the aquatic industry, | suppose
| have dealt with most of the
problems  confronting  the
aquarist, pondkeeper and
water gardener. The majority
fall into predictable calegories
and can be answered withoul
difficulty.

Occasionally, however, my
postbag turns up something
completely new. Sometimes, L
the solution comes in a flash, — el
but often, | have to start BARRY JAMES
delving inte my library or ring
around my peers lo try and find an answer.

Occasionally, | am open-mouthed in amazement at some of the
crazy things people do. For instance, some years ago, a builder
friend of mine bought a new house. The bottom boundary of the
garden comprised a vertical rock face, so he built a pond at the
base. He then got one of his workmen to chisel a waterfall,
serpentine fashion, from the top of the cliff down to his pond, He
was amazed and disappointed when the waler succumbed to
gravity and took the direct route to the bottom, rather than flow
round the intricate pattern the workman had carved for it!

The moral of this story is that when you are faced with a problem
in a field unfamiliar to you, ask somebody who knows: it could
save you time and money. And that's what we are here for. Don't
hesitate to write to the Pond Doctors; we are here to help. Please
enclose a stamped, addressed envelope with your query.

LOTUS

Pre-filters (as shown in two of the three models in this picture)
help potect the pump motor against damage from inflowing
‘foreign’ matter.

pond has always been murky.

When | visited another
establishment, the dealer said
that what | have is a pre-filter
not a filter. What is the
diference?

sponge, brushes, and plastic or
ceramic media, Dirty water &
pumped from the poal into the
filter, is cleaned and fhen

An attractive . . .

o)

. A pre-filter generally lakes

= the form of a large biock of
epen-cell sponge. This is
mounted on the inlet of the pump
Its functicn is to prevent tha
ntake of detritus which could
possibly foul up the impeller.

Filters are often open large

boxes mounted outside of the
pool. They contain varous filter
materials. such as sheets of

« -+ pond edged with limestone.,

K

OND DOCTORS

returnad 1o the pool. This process
fakes care of suspended organic
and inorganic matter,

To guarantee water clarity, a
further device is desirable. This is
called an Ultra-Violet sterilising
unit. Ganarally mounted on top of
the filtar, U-V units destroy micro-
organisms, including the free-
fioating algee which cause the
water to go grean.

Killer limestone

Q_ Iive in the Cotswolds
« and | have a lot of nice
pieces of Cotswold stone
which | intended to use as an
edge for my new pool.
However, a friend has told me
that the lime will kill my fish
and plants.

Is this true? if so, what kind
of rock should | use?

. The Cotswolds is made up

* largely of Oalitic mestona.
Many other areas of the country
also contain imestones of
varying types. All produce some
of the linest material for use as
building stone and rocks for
landscape gardening.

Your friend iz confusing the
slaked lime used in cement, with
limestone. Slaked lime is
produced by heating limestana 1o
a high temperature, the rasultant
material being highly caustic and
causing damage to fish and
plants.

Limesicne is made up of the
carbanates and sulphates of
calcium and magneasium and is
harmless. However, many
limestones are too sofl for garden
use, and will disintegrate when
exposed fo frost. One should get
expart advice before buying or
laying down large quantities, as it
can be an expensive mistake to
make. Your local drystone wall
builder will be able to assess tha
sustability of your stone.

(1]
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ALLPETS (STANMORE)

Water Garden

FILTERS A Vast selection of KOI,
Many types and sizes ; ; SHUBUNKINS,
including fittings and = | COMETS, TENCH,
accessories. Filter brushes, L ¥-laosth ] RUDD, ORFE, etc
Zeolite, Foam, etc . : f

# & % #
* # # * @

x " Ready potted marginals,
Japanese and self €1 @ e ; pond plants and
contained ornaments — ' water lilies
mEE,

MARINES @ TROPICAL 0 ACCESSORIES

L] ALLPETS (Stanmore) LTD. T e
C

Opening Times: (Summer) Mon-Sat 8am-5.30pm. Sun 10am-5.30pm
(Winter) Tues-Sat 9am-5.30pm. Sun 10am-Spm
Closed Mondays except Bank Holidays
EASY CAR PARKING

LOWARA POND PUMPS

(€

Please contact us for details
of your local Agquatic suppiier.

DOC PUMPS

for Fountains, Waterfalls,
Cascades and for use with
Pond Filters

DOMO/DN-DL
For larger waler Landscapes

Head Office
Lowara U.K. Ltd.
Millwey Rise Indusirial Estate
Axminster, Devon EX13 5HU
Telephone: 0297 33374
Fax: D297 35238

Northern Area Office/Service Facility
Lowara U.K. Ltd,
Unit 7, Narth Road Foundry
Doncaster Road

SC SERIES Ferrybridge, Knottingley

For High Lift Fountains West Yorkshire WF11 BNW
Telephone: 0977 607267

(@ LOWARA shgsdegbho

SUPPLYING AND APPLYING PUMP TECHNOLOGY
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T v S S S Skin disease that
POND DOCTORS | ... Mirror

S o

T e ety Y : o Gy o

invariably, inhabited
mqmu% m:; 1:.: | now see that it has developed
several growths on its skin.

' natural pond offering refuge to our native
e S s Wil and the e Goos ot
Nothing wrong with this Koi pool designed to show off its inmates ;

appear to be ill. Is this some

al their best or it might even be a mini- form of cancer?

beautiful Mallard mother and ;
her ducklings! lake providing & home for omamental

All these water gardens contain . The growihs your Mirror

- o8 « Carp is suffering from are
lel:"illg Ma.“ﬂrd LTWMT?% :\E almast certainly due to Carp Pox,
through this page we will be able 1o a viral infection which can affect
, | have a two-year-old answer your questions. relating 1o tha health and welfare of your pond inhabitants, | 21l carp-like fish, Classically,

< phaliard Duck which has | yhether they be fish, plant, amphibian o fow, and in adciion fo help you fo begin to | '1éSe ‘growths’ appear aimost
been limping far two weeks sort out any problems that may arise. Where appropriste, we may expand and develop | @ blobs af candie wax stuck on
how on s left fool, and there | cutain poits and themes that may arise from your questions and which we feel wil bp | C 1he fishes” skin,

Is a swelling on one of its toes of benefit o the readership a5 a whale. . The good news is that the
which is slowly getting bigger. To many peaple, the crawning glory of a pond is a shoal of healthy fish swimming | Ji$ease will probably clear up of
Is this serious? serenely among aquatic vegetation. The obvious way 10 tart to own healthy fish is fobuy | 1S OWN accord as the water

healthy fish at the beginning, which lsads me — appropriately — to my final, . | temperature rises; secondly, it is
: i, B = winsds not a fatal disease, although,

. Prabably the commonest

« cause of lameness in occasionally, it may causa

captive ducks is a fool infection. a swelling duck). deformitias in young fish.
Small pools quickly foul from Another possibility is an Take your duck along to your The bad news is that it is likely
duck excrement, and so, the abcass. This would be likely to wvet, as antibiotics will probably be | to recur during the winter months
thucks will be swimming with their need surgical removal, as bird needed and he/she will be in a and that other carp-lika fish in
feet in a bacterial soup! pus is vary thick and impossible better position ta judge which of your pond may become infecied,

Any cuts or abrasions on the to drain off by lancing the abcess. | the above it is. In the meantime, if including Koi, Goldfish, Tanch
toes, legs or webbing will allow Less likely possibilities are a you can, make sure that your and Orfa,
an infection to establish. In Iracture {although this may occur | duck has access to clean water | would imagine that you
severe cases, the infection may in bones weakenead by infection) and that thera are no rough bought your Mirror Carp during
be in the bone, causing an and tumours (unlikely, surfacas on which it may ba the summer when it was showing
osteomyelitis which may show as considering the age of your damaging its feet, no signs of the disease,

HIGH GRADE JAPANESE BABY KOI

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY KOI TO GROW ON YOURSELVES THEN WE HAVE OVER 8000 FOR YOU TO
CHOOSE FROM OF ALL GRADES INCLUDING MANY UNUSUAL VARIETIES:

TANCHO. DOITSU YAMATONISHIKI, DOITSU KIKUSUI AKANE. SHOW GRADE KOHAKU
BECAUSE WE SPECIALISE IN IMPORTING QUALITY JAPANESE KOI TO GROW ON IN OUR 12 ACRES OF
OXYGENATED NATURAL PONDS AND LAKES WE CAN OFFER KOI THAT ARE:
Acclimatised to UK conditions. unstressed from transportation, at UNBEATABLE prices!

KOIFOOD BOOKS
MEDICATIONS TESTKITS
BRUSHES SPRINGFLO
PIPEWORK BOTTOM DRAIN
LYTAG SPA
PUMPS SAND FILTERS
ZEOLITE H
CLAROSAN uv.s
VENTURIS CONNECTORS
AB.A. *POLYBAC
SPIRULINA LINERS
I G4 ; FIBROMIX
MS 222 RIl BENZOCAINE
KOI NETS . o - i FILTERS
KITCHEN SINK ol TOZot : Hell  uv.LAMPS
" HAWKHURSTFISHFARM '~“&°
ON THE B2244 (formerly A229) HAWKHURST-BODIAM ROAD
HASTINGS ROAD & HAWEKHURST & KENT
Telephone 0580 753813 Fax 0580 754182
Closed to retail customers Monday & Tuesday
KOOI IMPORTS EVERY 2 WEEKS. TI TADE PRICE NOT AVAILABLE TO BONA FIDE KO AQUATIC TRADERS l
— ——
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 KILLERS |

inyour pond water %

Green water and Blanket Weed
have much in common apart from colour.
They are both caused by algae—they make
your pond unsightly—and they can kill your fish!

i ! But help is at hand. The Interpet 5 Step Action Plan,
: using our unique award-winning products Green Away and
Pond Balance can solve your “‘green’’ problems efficiently
and without harming the environment.

[+ -
For Kl mie G
T

-

(= (L QUEELL LN ADD pH Adjuster for IMPROVE the biokegical
your Pond Water. High Alkaline Pond | -1t . 0w activity nasged 1o Dreak
alicaiine levels are i i down foxic waste by using
particularly common in it : | Interpet Blo-Slart

Spring and Summer when £ L 5 able (MHzyma).

incraased light and
nutrienls promols rapid
growth of plants and
#gae A reading above B.5
a0 the pH scale means
ma the water is so
agiing that the tish will
e stressed and more &
susceptible 1o disease. ]
ot Pend Check KNt has
suticiant tests for 1

For help or advice
SEI50N

phone us any weskday.

Sludge Buster and Bio-Start are available in easy to use sachets to
treat 500 gals and 2000 gals e Lr-’é.'
A on Aiirte = arita i friom it s a armilnee nd to Interpet Lid | Yincent Lang
All these products are Eﬂwall ;Tﬁrlltsllli}”érmnulv and are harmless to | Dorkeng ey i 3vx
Available from all the best Pet, Aquatic and Garden Centres. In case |Pluase send more details
of difficulty please contact: of your award-winning
range ol pond care

T ?P T lpmﬂucts.
e IR R R PSR I B R
on algac -ce'te not green s

POSTCOME, & o i b apd s mernm ame
| W W 93
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Gerald Sharp and his wife Jean and a fellow enthusiast.

Paiuste poolside havers

KINGFISHERS AND WATERFALLS
IN THE SHADOW OF LONDON

A love of water gardens from an early age inspired photographer Gerald Sharp to create an impressive
aguatic haven with the help of his wife and two firemen — amongst others.

n a 1930°s mock Tudor house in a
middle class suburb bordering
Epping Forest, but ondy 17 miles
from the centre of London, you
will find Gerald Sharp — official
photographer o the Mansion House
— a quite extraordinary water garden
enthusiast, and his wile, Jean.

14

Gerald's love of ponds and the life
therein began as a child when a
kindly neighbour helped him make a
small garden pool to house his
collection of sticklebacks and newts.

When he marnied. over thirty vears
ago, he was able to carry out his

ambition to create, in his own garden,

two large ponds spanned by a wooden
bridge flowing into a stream that
provided a bog garden.

This generated an absorhing
interest in water-loving plants. First
came the mighty Gunnera manicata
{Giant Rhubarb), then the lovely
Lysichitum amervicanum (the Skunk -

THEWATER GARDENER MAY 1583




{ + TEWIN MILL FISH FARM @ 7

N 8 WATER GARDEN CENTRE

' Established in 1984 our 14 acre site caters for all your pond and aquarium needs. b

Our trained staff are on hand for all your requirements and to give advice. During the winter a3
of 1992 and early 1993 our retail site was rebuilt and restyled to bring you one of the most modern
and well stocked water garden centres anywhere in the UK. We look forward to seeing you.

e

COLDWATER FISH: All our
fish are hand picked from visits
to our suppliers plus our own
farms in England. We do not
think you will find better value
for money. Fish from Israel,
Japan, China, Hong Kong and &
Europe. Israeli & Japanese Koi ==
3 - 24", Goldfish, Shubunkins,
Sarasa, Orfe, Ghost Koi,
Tench, Fancy Goldfish and
much more. Our fish are in the .
best conditions at the best L H T
prices. V=,

POND PLANTS: Over 20 varieties of lilies, marginal

plants, deepwater plants, bog plants, oxygenating
plants and soil, baskets and hessian liners.

HENRY ORNAMENTS AND FOUNTAIN DISPLAY AREA

s ———— R ———— i .

TROPICAL FISH: Our spacious
fish house has one of the largest
selections of fish. 100's of
varieties of Community fish,
&8 Discus, Catfish, Brackish water

e and the unusual, all in centrally

filtered systems. Aquarium plants
; loose or potted.

ALL OUR FISH HAVE
BEEN ACCLIMATISED
BEFORE BEING SOLD

MARINES AND INVERTS: from around the
world, all kept in centrally filtered aquariums.
Inverts starting from £7.95 and fish from £3.00.
Varieties from Caribbean, Philippines, Sri
Lanka, Indonesia. Expert advice for beginner or

serious keeper.

SPECIAL OFFERS AT TEWIN MILL

PREFORMED - Fibreglass pools 8, 15, 30 watts stocked. 4 different

and water courses from Blagdons,| |models to choose from. Yamitsu,
Glass Art and Lotus. TMC, Cyprio, Aloa Buster

@ KOI CORNER - specialist Koi equipment, pipefittings. filter madiums

@ We offer water quality checks and health checks on fish

@ Visit the ROCK SHOP for gravel, Bogwood, also Rockery stones and cobbles. Pond and
landscaping advice and building service

@ COFFEE SHOP (Open April-Oct), Walk round ponds, feeding fish and wildfowl

@ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK — 9AM - 5.30PM Incl Bank Holidays

@ LARGE CAR PARK

TRADE ENQUIRIES - One of the largest importer and wholesale facilities in the UK
stocking Coldwater Fish. All TRADE enquiries or visits welcomed (Tropical Fish also).

TEWIN MILL FISH FARM TEL 0438 716019
KINGSBRIDGE . 0438 718558
TEWIN, NR WELWYN 0438 717050

HERTS AL6 OLJ FAX 0438 840096
(On B1000 between Hertlord and Welwyn)

FLUVAL FI.'IEHS _ CYPRIC FILTERS TROPIQUARIUM ~ CASCADE AQUARIUMS
MRP Bobeord MRP  OUR STYLED CABINET
{108 5999 wpp | 100 4950 3900 | MRP OUR = AQUARIUMS
200 6999 4699 | 2000 10050 89.00 | £128.93 £7895 | INTEAK BLACKASH
303 eSO 5999 | 3000 15500 12500 AND
£ mmsqu 403 13999 9489 | 4000 22500 185.00 POND UV's 18 —  £4B99
mmmm : MRP  OUR : RANGE OF Starting from 24 — fess
Boels 7496 505 POND FILTERS 3 3% - fesee
Bokted5 9435  74.95 IN STOCK £56.00 4 — £12599
AQUARIUMS AND CABINETS
|POND PUMPS - Submersible and ~ POND UV’s
exterenal from Blagdons, Lotus, Your green water problem A range of glass tanks and
Eheim, Cyprio and Marlow. SOLVED SEIE s ko) Cgcadsyihn,

Allen, Clear-seal, Seabray + Plastic
& Acrylic tanks

ALSO: medications, aquarium and pond
lighting Fish tood plus frozen and live foods
nets, books and much, much more.

VISA — ACCESS — SWITCH

M1 Al(M) A10

WE ARE
HERE
®

HERTFORD

@.
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«f Cabhage), Candelabra Primulas,
Bambaos, grasses, ferns, and the rare
Himalavan Orchid,

The fascination of collecting

unusual plants led o regular visits 1o
the local aquatic plant specialist
where Gerald and Jean became
trequent luncheon guests of the
owner, Charles Perry, and often met
s sister, Frances, the well known
anthor of many garden features and
h("llk\.

Sixteen veurs on, and the garden
was looking quite spectacular, but it
was thme 1o move house,

“Whar a dilemma!™ Gerald recalls.
“How do vou leave behind so much of
vourselfr

“*Fortunately,
women who feels that [ate usually
takes a hund, and she was proved
right. The new purchasers lived

an is one of those

ibroad and only wanted the house as
a base [or holidays, as their children
were at boarding school in England,
They wanted the garden latened w
make maintenance easy and were very
pleased for us to remove all the
plants, Surely, divine intervention!”
I'he new home had housed six
nuns from the local Catholic school
and was spartan, both inside and ot
Maost people would have found the
prospect of developing this garden
daunting, but o Gerald it presented
a very exciting chal
levels, with a drop of 12 leet 1o the
lower lawn, the position and shape of

the plllll_l was obvous and, soon,

enge. On two

visions of a cascading waterlall arose
Closer inspection of the neglected
garden revealed a quantty of large
Sussex sandstone rocks under rwo feel
of grass and buttercups, absolutely
I'igh[ for gi\illg the landse il|.=i||f,; ol the
water garden the natural look that was

so essential o Gerald

“At the ume. the firemen were on
strike, and we gratetully accepred
atiers of help from two of these hefty
tellows to dig a hole 25 20 feet (o a

depth of 3 feer. All the topsoil was
retained and the clay mkenaway on a
\]-iip.

“The builder engaged to extend the
kitchen was I"I'Lllli\'i‘[i.ﬂ”('l’l for the far
more important task of pond
building. A large load of aggregate
was soon on the scene, along with
many vards of sand and cement. The
cement mixer was gquickly in acton
and, with several willing hands and
shovels, the hole was lined: first, a 3
inch layer ol aggregate and cement,
then heavy dutd huilding wire, topped
with a further S-inch layer of sand and
cement.”

At the same time, Gerald was
COTISI I|t'lill|_'| the waterlall by plm'mg
tiers of sandstone rocks into place and
cementing them firmly in positon.
About two weeks later, when
everything had thoroughly dried onr,

three good coats of isinglass were

applied 1w all surfaces 1o ensure thar
there would be no chemical reaction
har

nful ro plants or fish.

“The pond was now ready for
filling, and 1o the delight of evervone,
the water was exactly level with the
concrete rim in every part, This is so
irnptulmﬂ to the natral :II‘JIJ e
of a pool, and can only be achieved by
placing a spirit level across from side
to side in all directions, Nothing looks
worse, in my opinion, than a bare
expanse of concrete on liner above




The garden and
pond areas are filled
with well established
magnilicent plant
specimens with
colour well set off
against thé wide
range of shades of
green.

MAY 1983

the water level!
“A heavy-durty Stuart Turner pump
was installed hehind the pond, a liule
lower than the water line, from where
it would circulate water up and over
the waterfall and down into the pool.
“Now we were teadyto plant the
OXVEeN '||:p‘ Hiormwaort in the waler,
securing the bases of the stems with
pieces of brick laid among the
retained topsoil which had been
replaced in the bottom of the pond.

I'he water hilies were su n wire
haskets and the Water Hyacinth
(Eichhornia crassipes) and Water
Soldiers ( Stratiotes aloides) were Roated
on the surface.”

Then began what Gerald saw as the
most exciting part of all — the
planting of the backdrop which, by
using the large mawwre shrubs, gave
SCOPE 10 CTEALe 4N INstant water
garden, Gerald, a professional

From every angle the garden is a delight
to the eve.

photographer with imagination and
an expert eve for balance, was able 10
position each plant 1o advantage.
Owver the next few davs, a beautful
sefting evolved,

“The pn||_|_| is a haven of
cranguillity, beauty and added interest
to all who see it Visitors are
fascinated o waich us hand feed the
tame and greedy Koi, and many are
inspired to ask us for advice on how
o create a pool of their own.”

One voung friend, having shown a
photograph o the Head of the
School in which he teaches, has
recently been funded by the local
authority to build, with guidance from
Gerald, and some of his plants, a

lovely pond in the East End of
London. The children have,

repon tedly, been wially involved i
and enthralled by the project.

“lean, with her interest in
watercolour painting and cooking,
spends many hours on the Yorkstone
patio under a large wooden pergola
covered with honeysuckle, clematis
and green and black grape vines. In
the summer, friends are olten
enteriained there informally,
li\l'l'l(ll)ki

g the pool with the sound
of water splashing over rocks, with
many uncommon birds — even the
add Kingfisher — swooping down 1o
drink, and with dragonflies hovering
and frogs croaking.

“It is a much-=loved house and
wrden but, now that the family have
lefy, it is really oo large. We will
therefore soon be looking for a
suitable garden with a natural pond o
develop. A pleasant house will be a
1)[)”[]&!".
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A garden to look at...

a garden to listen to

A Water Garden from Wildwoods

Nothing enhances a garden more than the sight
and sound of running water. At Wildwoods you
can see everything you could possibly need to
create your own water display.

Come along and look around. We are always
ready to give expert advice on any plans or
aquatic problems you may have.

PONDS = PLANTS = FISH = FOUNTAINS
LINERS = PUMPS = LIGHTING = AQUARIUMS

Open 7 days a week 9am-5.30pm incl. Bank Holidays

Late opening Friday until 7pm April-September
Specialists in Send for our
Pump & Fountain Catalogue and
Displays ﬁ 4: - Price List

Wlldwoods

WILDWOODS WATER CARDENS THEOBALDS PARK ROAD,
CREWS HILL, ENFIELD, MIDDX EN2 9BP TEL: 081-366 0243
South of the M25 between Junctions 24 and 25

H. TISBURY & SONS

THE WATER GARDEN SPECIALIST

We stock over 40 varieties of water lilies, a
good and varied selection of marginal and
oxygenating plants.

i

Pools, pumps, liners, filters and all associated
pond equipment. Plus a selection of quality
pond fish all kept in outdoor ponds.

* Kk &
A family business established over 40 years.

WHY NOT PAY US A VISIT!

SPICE PITTS FARM,
. CHURCH ROAD,
‘ NOAK HILL,
ROMFORD,
ESSEX RM4 1LD
Tel: (0708) 341376

OPEN DAILY 10am-5pm

# Amphibious pond )
pump?
Cleaning the intake
filter daily?

Try the NEW
Amphibious Intake System™
from Flite Aquatics

“It protects the pump from clogging and improves both
water circulation and Now rate.”

“A simple to install intake modification that really works!™
“The intake can be cleaned without removing the pump from
the water, without even getting your hands wet!”
Delivered to your door within 10 days, complete
with clear and simple installation instructions
for the special introductory price of

£8.95 inciusive.

Send Cheque or Postal Order (payable to C. Light) to:
Elite Aquatics (WG), 68 Sedlescombe Road South,
St. Leonards-on-sea, East Sussex TN3B 0T

Please staie which model Amphibious pump the unit is

Q_'L[uircd for. NOT suitable for Lotus Mermaid pumps!
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FAMOUS WATER GARDENS

A FORMAL GARDEN THAT
LETS ITS HAIR DOWN

Text and pictures by Barry James, Everglades Aquatic Nurseries

ritain is richly endowed with superh
water gardens, Most — like the
intricately splendid formal water
garden at Blenheim Palace in
Oxtordshire — or the more fantasy-like
aquascapes at Alton Towers in Staffordshire
— form part of a greater whole, open to the
public, either on a vearround basis, or at
prescribed times. Some only open
occasionally
Abbotswood House in Stow-on-the-Wold,
Cloucestershive, Talls fairly and squarely in
this last categary, opening only on a few

chosen days in the year in aid of charity.
Ring and check up on these dates ., . and
then make a special trip. You won't be
disappointed, [ assure you,

This incredible garden is somewhat
unusual in that it combines both formal and
informal styles of landscaping, As is often
the case with gardens of grand country
houses, it is only part of an estate
comprising several hundred acres. Nestling
in the glorious Cotswolds, the garden area is
set on a steeply sloping hillside, but the
house and much of the grounds are ona

Abaove, Abboiswood House. Below, Iris kaempferi (white variety): one of numerous mature clumps on show at Abbotswood.

NE M= CARDENER MAY 1993
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The herbaceous borders are a blaze

of terraced site which, 1 suspect, was artificially Tevelled by the
builders.

The land is fortunate in having its own spring, which arises near

the peak of the hill and flows downhill for over a mile hefore
discharging into a like, which, inn turn, feeds a small stream. The
flow is several thousand gallons an hour at its prak in carly spring
All the water features are Ted by this spring. the formal ones
through a series of underground pipes, the wformal pools being
construcied by simply enlarging the stream (o form a series of
different sized ponds which flow into one another via waterlalls.
The imposing housc was designed and built at the mirn of the
century. The architect was Fdward Lutyens and, as in many other

20

of colour and interest during the summer sCason.

The candelabra-ype blooms of Primula
florindar along a stretch of the stream.

Informality at the head of the stream.
well known houses, he worked with Gerts ude Jekyll, the renowm
landscape designer.

Informality-on-the-hill

The informal garden starts high up on thie hill. The meander
stream is bordered by small trees and shrubs, such as Acers,
Magnolias and Azaleas and her baceous plants inchiding Primuk
and Astilhes. Lower down, larger pools are bordered with
Rexdgersias, ‘Giant or Prickly Rhubarb’ { Gunnera) and Americar
Skunk Cabbages { Lysichitim). The hanks sl P up O cither sicde
form extensive rock gardens and shrubber irs purked with
Bamhbaos and Rhododendrons.

THE WATER GARDENER MAY
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Sanke 50cm Showa 40cm
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Sanke 35cm Tategoi Sanke 38cm

The 1992 season saw Water Barn Koi win more than 50 major awards at shows throughout the UK. In
addition to no less than six grand champions, numerous important and highly prestigious tategoi
awards, hundreds of ‘size in variety’ awards, Water Barn Koi of all sizes and varieties have brought
endless enjoyment to thousands of Koi enthusiasts countrywide. Although each and every single Water
Barn Koi is totally unique, they do all have one thing in common....they're all great value and fantastic
quality.

In addition to the widest selection of Koi and dry goods for retail customers,

KWB also offer trade customers excellent selection and prices and have a

specialist consolidated Koi service which is second to none.

Telephone: 0689 878161 Fax: 0689 877554

KOl WATER BARN, LILLYS FARM, CHELSFIELD LANE,
CHELSFIELD VILLAGE,Nr ORPINGTON, KENT
(2 minutes from M25 junction 4)




Top, the pool with its magnificent views.
Above, Skunk Cabbages lining one of the banks of the informal
water garden.

‘ e garden is, like the whole Cotswold escar paent, beoundded
tw _[|||*|-.||| li ime-hating Eil.l]l[\ sirch as Arale
Rhododendro wd heathers theive here.
because, at coo
belore ||I.|r|:m:._'|

Il streans then plunges int a beech wood, where, in the
shude, dense strands of ferns and other shads

This s only possible

nous cost, huge pits were dug and Gfled with peat
ook place

ving plants

abound. There are no submerged plants in stream, probably
hecause heing soonear the source, it is very cold; the fasi, scouring
current is ancther facior not conducive to growth

I'here are no lish there ¢ither. The Cotswolds 15 alive with
herons, which (§ am assured v the gardener) quinckly dispose of
any fish introduced.

The house is a multiswrey building, the back having extensive
views over the countryside, These views” are formally laid oul in

typical Luvens stvle, Facing the werrace is a large walled

herbaceous garden, which leads onto extensive lawns which house

a rectangular formal pool, complete with statary, and a gazebao.

22

Formal ploy

The concrete-lined pool has vast cireular planungs of water lihes
ani l”,"ujll,[l beds of Frix ‘{r’.’fl!lfﬂf!'?'l This |_Il||l| houses a number of
Commuon Coldfish and Shoubunkins, which are seldom seen due,
o doubit, 10 the activities of the visiting herons,

A plow used by Lutyens on other famous estales is alsaor used al

Abbotswoud 1o equally telling effect, in the large formal pool on
the west wing of the house. The pool & fed by the sprng, the
ontfall of which is cunningly situated in an arched recess set into
the wall of the house

This pool is planted with a good colour range of water lilies: red
Jamies Brydon, pink Mrs Richmond and vellow Marliaceae
‘Chromatella’, Gorgeous well estublished clumps of fris kaempfer of
the largeflowered Higoi strain adorn the margins. Varieties
inchude ‘Moonlight Waves' with semi-double snowswhite flowers
and "Crown Princess” which has bright semidouble lavender-blue

Menwiers with a comspicuous vellow blotch. Interspersed with the
Ivises are Lobelie covdinalis amel Typha mineme (the Dwarl Rushi)

The man responsible for maintaining the sevieral acres which
compirise Lthis garden is Dennis Smalley. He is an incredible man
who knows every one of the hundreds of MU under his care
His small team of (ull and part-time helpers work exceptionally
hearel o maintain this garden in s prstine condition

One thing that ln|.q||'[| e was the orvstal claciy ol every iNPlli.
with no mrace of detritus or algae. On enguiring bow this was
achicved, 1 got quiic a shock. Apparently, all the pools are emptied
and scrubbed twice a vear!

A mixture of copper sulphate and bleach is then adeded 1o the
-|.n'i.|n_'_ water at sounee. Thas then Mows through the sysiem, killing
ofl the algae and bleaching the conerere botmoms and walls as it
passes. Denis freely adnrits thar these chemicals are added on an
ad hoc' Bists, based on years of experience, Apart from the water
lilies besing shighthy stunted in their growtli, there seemed w be no
other harmiul efects.,

A bbotsworrsd was & truly stunning expenence for me, nod just fom
the water gardens, hut also for the incredible variety of rare trees
wnd shrubs throwghout the grounds,

The gardens are open for a fow davs a vear in aid of charity, Th
estate hes benide the BHGE Stow o Saunton road, just a couple o
the-Wold in
Scully,

minutes from the wown centre of Stow-
Gloucesterslidee, For further details, ring Mr R,
0451 30566. @
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HEATHROW GARDEN CENTRE

L
SIPSON ROAD, WEST DRAYTON
MIDDLESEX (Next to Forte Crest Hotel
formerly Post House Hotel. M4 Junction 4.)

Telephone: 081-897 2563

quaria e

THE COMPLETE
WATEH GARDENING CENTRE

SUPERB RANGE OF HIGH QUALITY POND PLANTS
&  ALL YOUR WATER
Qv GARDENING REQUIREMENTS

1993 WATER GARDENING MAIL ORDEH|
CATALOGUE NOW AVAILABLE

SEND £1.00 (Refundable on first purchase)

TNE WATER GARDENER MAY 1803 e
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Blue Lobelja

(Lobelia siphilitica). A
happy with this elegant plant has lots of
lance-shaped hairy leaves and

akes it a lovely piant for
boggy ground, Its mature b

handsome Lobel ia which is ex

tremaly
its feet in water,

bright blue flowers.
Its flowering Season is July/September, byt its full foliage

the very edge of the pond or for
eight is about 12in (30cm),

Red-veined Dock

(Rumex SENguineus). This is n

Proved to be Very adaptable and js ha
(25cm) of water. It has Pale green lance
red stems and veins,

ot a true aquatic, byt

PRy in up to 1pin
-shaped leaves with
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FREE ROBERTS
—— KOl ——

SOLE SUPPLIER OF KOI
AND ULTRA-VIOLET
STERILIZERS TO THE
KYOTO GARDEN,
HOLLAND PARK

AN INDOOR SALES AREA Uv's

WITH A SUPERB SELECTION LINERS

OF KOI PUMFS
TREATMENT DAYS MEDICATIONS
NEW KOI KEEFERS DAYS TESTKITS

MARGINALS AND WATER PLANTS
TRADE AND RETAIL SALES
OPENING TIMES
Thurs/Friday 2.00 pm — 6.00pm
Sat/Sun/Bank Holidays 10.00 am — 6.00pm
Closed Dec 25 — Jan 2nd
Mrs J D Squire, Free Roberts, Great Sampford,

Saffron, Walden, Essex, CB10 2NY
Tel: (079986) 332 )

- CASCADE
WATER GARDENS
e T

, — KOI —

|| TOP QUALITY — HAND PICKED
| 3" — 23"

@ UV CLARIFIERS @ FILTERS @
@ BUTYL @ PVC @ PUMPS @

BEST LILIES IN AREA

MAIN DEALERS FOR HENRI STUDIO
— ORNAMENTS —

PAY US A VISIT

ALL-IN ONE
GARDEN CENTRE
ROCHDALE ROAD,
MIDDLETON
MANCHESTER

0705316?? — SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
NOW OPEN: BURY BRANCH Tel: 061 7258142
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HARROW KOI COMPANY

269 Watford Road, Harrow, Middlesex HA1 3TS
Telephone: 081-423 0208

THE HARROW POND-E-VAC

The Pond-E-Vac is the most efficient pond vacuum cleaner
available to date. This is made possible by the unique strainer
chamber feature that in effect makes it an impossibility for any
solids to enter and damage the pump impeller.

The Pond-E-Vac will remove gravel, sand, soil, fish waste and
algae, including blanket and silk weeds effortiessly. Should
vou wish only to strain solids and return the water back to the
pond this is possible, and if you intend to remove harmful
nitrificating bottorn water along with fish waste, it is advisable
to flush this to drains or, alternatively, give your plants and
lawn a treat!
The Pond-E-Vac Kit comprises of:-

I x Jet-Vac Pump

I x Strainer Chamber and Basket

2 x Multi Clips

I x ¥ Hose Tail Fitting

I x I's" Hose Tail Fitting

2m Swimming Pool Flexi Hose

2m Reinforced PVC Hose

I x 1.75m Telescopic Hand Set and Vacuum Nozzle

#* The Pond-E-Vac is suitable for both lined and

concrete ponds
* Guaranteed for 12 months
* Supplied ready for use including 3 pin electric plug
w Patent pending
#* Specifications may alter at manufacturers discretion

£195.00 + CARRIAGE
SOLE UK DISTRIBUTOR
Owver 5000 units now in use

Open 6 days a week. Closed Mondays
m Open Bank Holidays 9.30 am - 5.30 pm E
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«f was achiavabla. Justa
glance at the plan and the
pictures will be sufficient 1o
convince you that there's no
way in which | could present all
the innumerable detaiis of
design and construction
involved in thae form of an
article.

What | have therafore
chosen to do this ime round, is
concentrate on the installation
of the type of pond — a butyl
finad design — that is at the
heart of this spactacular
creation.

Installing a lined pond
Once the overall design for a
water garden has been
approved — and this can be a
lengthy process — We can get
down 1o the construction of the
pond or ponds. There are five
main elements associated with
this part of the project;
1. Preparation of a fooling
level
2. Preparation of tha
shuttering
3, Construction of the
footings
4. Excavation and
preparation of the hole
5. Instaliation of the linar

Preparation of a footing level

If you are building a house
and your brickwork isn't level,
nothing else will be either, The
result would look awlul and
doesn't bear thinking abaut.
The sama applies whan you
are building a pond, with
improperty checked looting
levels creating a mess, rather
than a maslerpiece

Thare are several ways in
which you can approach this
aspect. This is the one | tend 10
pse. It is a technique that
enables ma to fix the liner on (o
something solid that has a
good face and structure
capable of later accepting
siabwork, paving. cladding. of
even turl over it. One thing you
can be sure of is that footings
won'l sink to expose
embarrassing and difficult-to-
rectity problems.

Having satisfied myself with
the shape and size of the pond
(normally marked out with a
hosapipe or rope) | sel about
finding my levels. I you are
planning to do this yourself it
might be a good idea 1o hire a
Cowley level from your local
tool hire company. This is quite
an easy \nstrument 10 operate
and will give you perfect footing
levels which, in tum, will give
you a perlect waler lavel 50
that the water snugs tghtly just
undar the paving that
overhangs the pond.

Allgmnatively. a spint level

28

may be used. Levelling out
from a peqg in the middle of the
pond, use a long straight edge
and transter levels to pegs
rammered into whare footings

are going to ba dug.

Your footings should be the
width of a shovel and 4in-5in
deep, excavaled all round th
permeter of the pond shape,
checking levels raquently as
you go along.

Shuttering

Having dug the looting and
chackead for lavels it is tme 1o
peg and shutter, Materials:
Yin = Yin = 12=14in pegs or
similar; 4in x Bit lengths of 4mm
ply (about €8 & sheet), %in
Paozidrive screws

Hammaer the pegs into thie
inside edge of the footing about
2# apart, and lpave them proud
of the ground o be cut off later
Having surrcunded the foating,
wa can now find the required
water level, This will be the top
of the footing. 5o set the
Cowley level on a tripod in the
middie of the undug pond. Then
gol the staff 1o the required
height, and move around the
footing, marking all the pegs
with a pencil. When the staff
reads level, of if you are using
a spint level, you just sel ihe
cantra peg and transfer the
levels to tha outer pegs

Mow overlap the Bt lengihs
of ply by about 12in. Keep the
adges flush (this will make
things level) and screw

together. (| use a cordless drill
with ¥in size 6 Pozidrive
SCIEWS.)

R

Next place the long length of
ply (maybe 8 or 10 lengths
joined) around the outside of
tha pegs. Lift these langths so
that the top of the ply meets up
with the pencil mark on the
peqg. Fix tham all th way
around the looting, and then
cut the top of the pegs off

The footings

Prapare & » ballast 0 1
cemant mix and fill the loolings
trench flush 1o the 1op of the

ply.

Compact the ballastcement
miiure as you Qo; you may
find thaat with ground lavels
being slightly out. par of your
footing may be above ground
level and part below, 50 make
your concrete mix stiffish. Allow
the mixture to dry for one 10 two
days

The hole

Thia next trick s 10 dig the
hole. By now, the looting
should be hard. Since you'll
need 10 excavate 10 a depth of
approximately 3 to Q4. dress
the hole down neatly as you go
usually removing & shoval
depth at a time (12in approx ).
Think of bread and butter
construction in your mind. It is
nol necassary fo dig more than
12-14in balow the 1op of the
footing in order o allocata
marginal plant beds

Onca the hole is dug down 10
the desired depth, il is time o
try your hand at sand
trowalling. | tend ot \o use
undariay or old carpats,
prefaring sand instead

because sand is permanent.
First, remove shuttaring, and
then spread building sand in
pilas all around your hole. Naxt,
trowe! it out 1o about 2in in
dapth. It Is easier than you
think, honest! Finally, bring the
sand right up 1o the top of thé
footing.

The liner

Stretch the liner out in its
lgngth and lift it over the
longest pari of tha hole. Make

1 sure it overhangs the lootings

at the widest point by Bin.
Place a hosepipe In the pond
and add a few inchas of waler

k@ ironing a shirt
Get the creases and folds in

he right places so the water
pressure holds them flal. Dont
forget you are going o be able
o see averything in this pond,
80 lol's keep the standards up.

At this stage. | then load the
pond with walter 1o about Qin
from the top. | then streich the
liner onto the 1op of the fooling
and secure it with %in clout
nalls evary 12in and about Bin
from the internal face. Next |
cul the excess liner off by
scalioping il in batween the
nalls. This should leave enough
exposed footing to give a good
bond on the edging stonas
when they are subsequently
laid on mortar

In the event of a raised pond,
a footing still applies, and he
height or depth |s obtained
though block, brick or stang
work where the level is
transterred 1o the op

Whether you opt for a totally
sunken pond or a raised one
you will, at least, have
completed the central
componant of your water
garden which you can then
jandscape (using much al the
soil removed from the
axcavation) and adapt 10
axploit the qualities of both the
pond and the rest of your
existing garden as you think
best. The parmutations are
gndless and it ls my hopa that
the pictures accompanying this
article will halp 1o set you off
along one or two exciting paths
towards achieving the waler
garden of your dreams. L
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SHIRLEY AQUATICS

FROM THE SUBLIME . . . The very best aquatic selection in Europe including Koi like these from
some of the worlds finest Nishikigoi producers

SANKE 50cm KUJAKU 45cm

TO THE METICULOUS . . . The best quality
of service and attention to customer needs any-
where!

SHIRLEY AQUATICS

Stratford Road, Shirley,

Solihull, West Midlands (2 mins from JNCT 4 M42)
Tel: 021-745-9387 Fax: 021-744-0067

Also at:

Gailey Park, Saxon Cross, Staffordshire

Tel: 0902 79181 |

KINDAI SHOWA 60cm



WORLD OF KOI

BENCEWELL FARM, OAKLEY ROAD, BROMLEY, KENT Tel: 061 462 9479, Fax: 081 462 7683

only 6 miles from junction 4 of the M25, near Bromiey Common

EVERYTHING FOR THE KOI-KEEPER IN OUR 4000 SQ FT HEATED, LANDSCAPED SHOWROOM

e

* SPECIALIST SERVICES TO KOI KEEPERS * COMPUTER AIDED POND DESIGN SERVICE
* POND CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN A SPECIALITY  * NEWLY OPENED WATER GARDEN I

POND
VACUUM
PUMPS

SQUIPERVAC PROFESSIOMNAL: For the
larger koi pond

RALYVAC: The best choice for ponds
upto 1500 gal capacity.

@

QUALITY TESTED

Supreme quality, reliability and
com t construction makes

JARDINO the best choice for
cleaning large or small fish ponds.
For expert advice on these and other
Jardino products, see your local
stockist.

- JARDINO, 7 COMMERCE WAY,
LAWFORD, MANNINGTREE,
ESSEXCO11 1UT
Tel: (0206) 391291
Fax: (0206) 391239

... the Powerful Choice!
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Commercially produced
lanierns are now widel
available at garden centres|
throughout the UK.

Photographs by the author
unless otherwise indicated.

Right, a timy
Olki-gata
lantern
photo-
graphed in
Funtingdon
Garden, Los
Angeles.

Whether it’s to appease the gods, offer
an imaginative source of lighting or
just to set off a quiet corner of

the garden, lanterns provide
an exotic touch to any

garden plan, as

Roger Cleaver
of Three

Spires
Fishcare
explains

castern
Reflections

s waler gardeners we owe a great
deal o the Orient, The
development of ornamental fish
hegans there and several of our
commaonly used plants were originally
introduced from the East. In recent years,
another feamre of Oriental gardens has
hecomie pnTml:u' in the West: the use ol
stone lanterns, often associated with water
features, partcularky in Japan
Although we tend to think of stone
lamterns as being Japanese, they actually
originated in India. First used as fertility
svimbals, they spread w China, where they
woere ru.':luhﬂh linked with the Buddhisi
religion, initially as monuments in
coemeteries. The use of lanterns spread
with the gromth of Buddhism and were
introwduced into Japan, not from China, [ 3
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In Ikekomi-gata lanterns, the base is buried
and the ‘stem’ appears to grow out of the
ground. This impressive model was
photographed in that most un-Japanese of
settings, San Diego's Sea World. Photo:
John Dawes.

The Tea Garden at Tado in Japan has some
fine examples of lantern, in this case, a
Yukimi-gata, or "snow viewing’ lantern
within a truly Oriental garden setting.

A snow viewing lantern in typical location
with its Feet in water.

o should be classed as stone owers and
not as lanterns.

I'he Yeekimigata are the lanterns most
often seen, particularly around pools, They
are referred o as “snowsviewing” lanterns
because of the wav their large Narrish rood
retains the snow. These lanterns usually
consist of three secuons, cach having a
symbaolic significance, The upper part
represents heaven, the central part with the
Mame represents man, and the base, the
carth. The base usually carries three or four
legs and these are often placed within the
pool. As this tvpe of lantern is often fairdy
small, it is well suited for nse in most sizes
of garden.

Coki-gata lanterns are small and are usually
setin the ground ar the sides of pools or
paths to mark the way, Being small and
unobirusive, they can be used in the
smvallest garden.

Tachi-geata, or pedestal, lanterns, are often
overpowering, owing lo their size, which is
normally about one and a half metres in
height, though sometimes they run to three
metres or more. These knterns are
normally built up in five parts, which
symbaolise the five elements from which
everything in life derives; the Gorn, (earth,
water, fire, air and the ether). The five parts
comprise the shade (kasa), the MName bed or
tight box {hiluknro), the central section
{chudad), the stem (seo), and the base
{grecdens)

The Tach g stvle is one of the oldest,
and the hasic scheme was developed by the
Tea Masters and stone carvers into many
forms. Ofien, the base and contral section
were carved with petal motils, while the
upper part was carved to look like a loms
flower. Seldom used by ponds, this tvpe
wstally forms a central, unpressive focal
point in the garden,

In the Mekemigate, or buried lantern, the
base is missing and the whaole of the shaft or
slem wppears buried in the g!fllmd.
-k||'|1r|ug|1 '|,|1|’_'!|' look }_;m:tl anvwhoere, lhl:'}
were often used o light behind Tsukbai
{water basing} in tea gardens. They also
look good everbanging a poul.

To use lanterns in your garden, 1y to
think along Japanese lines: think simple.
Flahorate lanterns should be made a
feature in their own right, as it is difficuls,
i most settings, o create the correct
planting 1o do them justice.

Simpler styles, on the other hand, should
be made the principal clement in a larges
arrangement. They look particularly good if
a small tree or shrub can be planted hwehind
them and the odd branch is then rained w
hang across the front, gently 1o mask part
of the lantern. The use of a small rock as a
halanee against the height of the lantern
can also be extremely effective,

Wherever vou decide 1o use lanterns, vou
should take care 1o see that they siton a
very firm and sturdy footng, To avoid
distracting from the Tantern iisell, this
footing should be set just below ground
level. This is particularly important if a
kantern is heing sited within a pool. In such
undings, the lantern should give the
wrance of just rising from the water.

Olwiously, Japancse Lanterns were initally
mean 1o give light, so some people nstall
electric bulbs inside the 'light box”, but this
gives a harsh illumination. It is ofien better
1o revert io the old fashioned candle lor a
solter, more natural, light. Paper or glass
screens can be fitted to the light box in
order 1o prevent the wind from
extinguishing the candle, as well as w help
soften the light. Few things can create a
maore pleasant, relaxing mood ona warm,
still, summer evening than a lantern
Mickering away behind a light screen of
leaves.

Providing vou keep vour ideas simple and
do not try to include oo many siles or wo
large an ornament, then lanterns can
create an intriguing, interesting, Oriental
tonich, both on the surface of vour poal and
in your garden, whatever it siee, shape o1
location. l

LT
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e Attractive Landscaped Displays

Pond Pumps and Statuary

® | arge Tropical and Marine Fish
Department with a Superb Range of
Aquarium Set Ups

® Superb Range of Aquatic Plants
® [arge Car Park

A\
WATER DECOR
‘/—\=
Blagdon Water Gardens

Bath Road, Upper Langford, Avon
BS18 7DN. Telephone: 0934 BS2373.

Smaller
sites also
availabie al.

AN\
WATER DECOR
P/

Hurrans Gardan Cantra
Kiddarmanster Road South,
Wizl Haglay, Wiest Midlands Dv9 058
Tel: (0562) 70093,

VISIT ONE OF THE LARGEST WATER
GARDEN COMPLEXES IN EUROPE!

® Huge Ranges of Garden Pools, Liners,

® Extensive Showroom

e Vast Coldwater Fish Department

e The Largest Selection of Koi in the
South West, 2"-20" always in
stock

A\ N\
WATER DECOR WATER DECOR
pr

Hurrans Garden Centre Endabaigh Garden Centre
Catsash Road. Langsione Wytwidge, Devon PL21 L

Nr. Mawpaort. Wales NPE 217
Tel (0E33) 413527

NORWOOD AQ!

NA T

® For
aperation up
to 150
24x12x12
E3nks

® _ow noise
evel

® Foubie free
ow cost
mwEng

® =aue
= i ]

ESmneCTs 10

NA 2

® For
operation up
to 250
24x12x12
tanks

® Low
maintenance

® No moving
belts

® High
performance
at
competitive
prices

TWO TOP QUALITY AIR PUMPS
FOR THE PROFESSIONAL

NORWOOD AQUARIUM LTD
631 LIMPSFIELD ROAD, WARLINGHAM, SURREY CRé 9DY

Trade only from:

FAX: 0883 624157

i TEL: 0883 625454



Pond Filtration
made simple

Your questions answered

z‘?ﬂwneaf{aadem.waf%,dlqmw

, Dept D, 133 Eastgate, Deeping St James
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A-Z of %

AERATION

Quite probably, many pond
owners haven't ever thought
about tha first of our
alphabetical subjects —
AERATION — assuming il 10
be much more the prerogabive
ol the indoor fishkeaper.

Oxygen levels vital to the fish
are at risk, both from organic
decompaosition (decaying plant
matter, uneaten food, eic) and
from direct competition from an
abundance of plants, espacially
at nights

Fountains and watarfalls will
assis! graatly in aarating a
pond. Fountains can be guickly
turned on during thundery
weather when oxygen levels in
the water will be naturally low
anyway. Any form of waler
movemant will aerate 1o some
degrea or another, even
returning water from an
exiemal hiler System

As with all aspects of

levels within sate limits.
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All you ever wanted to know about water |

gardening — and a few you should know — as
Dick Mills brings you a regular a-z guide to water

gardening.

lishkeeping, the rule |s to take
note of visible signs the fish
may be giving you — gathenng
at the surtace isn't always a
plea for food or fuss — they
could be bagging for airl

ARUM LILY
Wall known for making
appearances al solemn
ocoasans such as funerals, the
ARUM LILY (Zantedaschia
aelhiopica) makes a much
happeer and decorabve addition
1o the pond, whare i can ba
cultivated aither in the water
itsell or in a poolside bog
ganden

Tha Arum Lily, or Lily of the
Nilg, is a member ol the
Araceas lamily and comeas from
Africa. it grows 1o around three
feat (80 cm) in height

Despile ils troplcal’ pedigrae
il will thrive in temparate
countrias and the variety Z

Pond aerators (note the large flat airsione) will help keep oxygen

waler gardening
?

BARRY JAMES

Tha Arum Lily s an elegant
plant which is not as often
associated with water
gardening as It should

aathiopica ‘Crowborough’ is
said to be hardy, while Z
asthiopica ‘Green Goddess’ is
taller, with green tips 1o the
flowers

Speaking of howers, the true
flower part of the Arum s the
yellow centre, the famihar white
waxy trumpet shape (s reallya |
modified leal called a spathe
The leaves are arrow-shaped |
and wanxy

The BOG ARUM, {Calla

BOG ARUM ~7 |

| palusins) is a separate plant
aftogether, cComing from
Europe, northarn Asia and

The Bog Arum bears a

superficial similarity lo the
Arum Lily.

| North Amanca. Neading much

shallower waler than the Arum
Lily (0 to 3 inches), it spreads
quickly, via a creaping rhizome,
reaching a height of around &
ncnes

It takes its popular nama
from its appearance. which
resambles & manat & rym

ook Gl

BLANKETWEED
BLANKETWEED probably

comes in for as much abuse

not moia, than any comparable

gargan llowerbed wead 118
choking presence not only
looks a mess, but i will aisc
coal tha plamts and aven trap

Ciumps of blanketweed in a

| shallow pond.




an A-7 of
water gardentng

small fish.

The combination of clear
water and plenty of sunshine
make for ideal blanketweed
growth, and so any well-
maintained, well-filtered pond in
summer is almost asking for
trouble!

Controlling blanketweed calls
for constant vigilance. It can be
kept down to a minimum by
regular removal sessions with a
twisted stick (or even a lawn
rake); proprietary algicides will
also kill it, but in these
instances, all dead matenal
must be removed lo prevent
water pollution accurring,

A three-monthly period of
dosing the pond with a ‘pond
balancing’ treatmant is an
afternative method which works
by depriving the plant of its
ideal water conditions and
essential foods.

BOG GARDENS
Creating a BOG GARDEN is
easily accomplished when
installing a liner pond by simply
over-ordering the amount of
linar. The excess requirements
to that needed by the pond
itsalf is not trimmed off, but
allowed to lay around the pond
in an excavated trench. Water
|er extra moisture from the
pond) can be encouraged to fill
this trench by using capillary
mats draped over the pond's lip
to draw water out of the pond.

The alternative method of
creating a bog area, by simply
having an extra-wide shelf
within the perimeter of the
surround of the excavaled
pond, but partitioned off from it
by a wall of stones, may sesm
to be very pracfical, as water
from the pond will naturally
flood the bog, but conversely
(as is usually the case) soil
from the bog is far more likely
to discolour the pond water
instead!

BULLRUSHES
BULLRUSHES are not what
they seem, and cerainly not
what most people think they
arel The read-like plants with
the flat green leaves and
familiar brown cylindrical spikes
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The Dwart Bullrush is an ideal
subject for the small or
medium-sized pond.

are not Bullrushes at all, but
Reed-Maces { Typha) of the
Typhaceae (Cattail) family.

The two commaonly available
species are 7. latifolia and the
smaller Dwarf Rush, T. minima.

True Bullrughes are from the
Sedge family, the Cyperaceae,
and have cylindrical laaves
(aquarium keepers will be
familiar with Eleocharis —
Hairgrass — anather member
of the family) and, depending
on species, often striped with
dark and light green, either
longitudinally { Scirpus
tabarnagmoniani ‘Albescens’),
or horizontally (Scirpus
tabarmasmontani ‘Zebra’).

The Sedges, like the Reed-
Maces, are excellent mud and
silt collectors, which may or
may not be a virtue in ponds.
Their natural tendency 1o
spread and invade every
avallable space may be curbed
by planting in easily-managed

containers, such as lily baskets,

CASCADE

A CASCADE is a small
aquaduct delivering watar from
a higher point back into the
pond; cascades are often
incorporated in an external
filtration system.

COMET

A COMET Is a variety of single-
tailed Goldfish; the tail is often
almost as long as the body
(see Fish Focus in this issue).

CONCRETE
COMCRETE is & basic material
for pond construction; it needs
to be fully waterpraotad once
=et and also sealed to prevent

lime leaching out into the water.

Concrete is bast used in
formal, straight-edged pond
designs, but it can be worked
into any shape.

PAULINE HODGKINSON

The spread of plants can be
kept under control through the
use of contalners.

CONTAINERS
CONTAINERS are often
referred to as planting baskets.
They are ideal, both for
restricting rampant spreading
plants, and for ease of
mavement of planted
specimens. New types may be
used without the need lor
hessian linings.

DAMSELFLIES

DAMSELFLIES are small

»

alr‘homﬂ insects which visit the
water in order to lay their eggs
beneath the surface.

They can be distinguished
from dragonflies — to which
they are related — by their
folded wings when al rest.
Damsels are also smaller than
dragonflies (see also Pond
Dipping in this issue).

(i R A

DEPTH

Water DEPTH is a most
important dimension in the
pond. Insufficient depth leads to
overheating in summer and
freezing solid in winter,
Minimum depth should be, at
least 18 in (49 cm) lor most fish
and around 5 ft (1.5 metres) for
Koi.

DRAINS

DRAINS ara very practical
‘accessories’, but not always
planned right at the start. They
can be inslalled without too
many complications into liners
as well, though traditionally,
they have tended to be
associated with concrete and
pre-fabricated ponds. Drains
must lead {0 a soakaway pit,

DUCKWEED
DUCKWEED is a small floating
plant, Lermna, which soon
covers the whola surface of the
pond unless: (a) it is regularly
netted out, or (b) vegetarian-
minded fish are kept.

w' f{
e i
ELECTR[CITY

This very necessary amenity
should be used with utmost
caution. Supply cables should
be armoured and buriad.

Residual current devices
{ACD's or circuit-breakers)
should be employed and all
connections made in
weatherproof materials. If in
doubt, consult a qualified
electrician.

Low voltage purmps and
lighting are available.

THE WATER GARDENER MAY 1993




cAquatic
~Nurseries

_Cﬂ\/laydencfoﬁ

The
complete water
garden centre!!
Come and relax beside
one of our show pools.
Discuss your aquatic
needs or problems
with our team of

The
aquatic plant
specialists.
Mail order colour
catalogue

us if you
can

Gosmore, Hitchin, Herts.
Telephone: Hitchin (0462) 456020

SURREY'S ONLY TRUE WATER GARDEN CENTRE |

[ Wy
egmont (Waier arde Centre ﬁﬁ]\%ﬁ%

KOI O i

& FANCY

Pondguard
COHLTET | HERON scare.
FREE
EXPERT
ADVICE
[ ]
PLUS
POSSIBLY
THE LARGEST
SELECTION
., . OF WATER
| s me—— ~ PLANTS AND
ONE ACRE OF LANDSCAPED PONDS TO FISH IN THE
WALK AROUND, THEY SHOULD BE SEEN AREA s !
TO GIVE YOU IDEAS 2 ;mj uaﬁ”mmm
Call in to see us at: 132 Tolworth Rise il rmmm:m — 132 vamg:nﬂise;%igi Sutiton,
South, Surbiton, Surrey. Tel: 337 9605 ool M otdpte e
Except Bank Holidays
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AT THE 1992 CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

FORSHAM COTTAGE ARKS

displayed their design of oriental dove housing, the
ultimate compliment to a Japanese Water Garden

For further informmation contact:
Rabert or Cindy Pellett, Goreside Farm
Great Chart, Ashford, Kent TN26 1J4

Tel: 0233 820229

PONDERING

INPETERBOROUGH ?

thenwisit The WaterZoo — a purely aquatic establish-
ment stocking everything for the pond and aquarium
in four thousand sq. ft. of sales area. 'ﬁ

Medications Hoses and pipes  Nels  Foods Heron guards  Lilies
Biological filters |
UN danfiers from £40 T dieendie Tastkits  Mussels
Margnal & J ) Pond | Deepwater aquatics . 3
bog plams _ 7%, ® | pumps | Fishin great Cover  Pondseals
Pond lin variety from 75p | MBS & primers
ighston Pootsxde omaments

from

. Fountain
2ap sqfi |4 et

Planting baskels
hessian squares
and gravel

e Al

439 LINCOLN RD MILLFIELD PETERBOROUGH -TEL 312142

40

High Technology
Filtration
from

Spirex Aquatec

Specialist koi pond filtration equipment and |
all-purpose filter media:

* Spirex settling tanks * Hyperfilter and
Hyperfilter § «Springflo filter medium
* Quarantine and retailers stock-holding tanks
* The New Shirley Aquatics Modular
Filtration System
Plus consultancy and expert advice on pond
design and filtration

Contact
Dr Andrew Worthington BSC, PhD
Bradley Green

Redditch .
Worrestershire B9 6TE .5,!.” rex
UK ; 5
Tel: (1527821 601 A I{‘.”ef,;,g.

Fax: 0527821 %M

C& Q LIMITED
Trading as
THE WATERWORLD AQUATIC
& GARDEN CENTRE

KINGSWOOD LANDSCAPES

s o s [y - S
rertme Forall your garden necds ¥ """"”:ra,?,.

All types of landscaping undertaken

Frd

Koi and fish ponds Fencing
FULL GARDEN PLAN SERVICE AVAILABLE

Paving

Let us turn vour garden into a pleasant and relaxing
aren of vour home, contact us now
KINGSWOOD NURSERIES,
BULLSMOOR LANE, ENFIELD

Tel: (0992) 761587 Fax: (0992) 716011
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“WATER’S EDGE

VARIED MENU

Nishikoli is a new pelleted
food for Koi and other pond
fish. Koi need differant loods,
depending on the season,
throughout the year and this is
reflected in the range of foods
available: NISHIKOI GROWTH
containg 37% protein, the
opltimum figure for
summertima; ingredients
contain Spirulina and
astaxanihin for enhanced
colours

NISHIKOI WHEATGERM is
the autumn diet (although it
may be given in spring as soon
as the fish are active),
containing 20% protein and

20% whaalgerm, This lower
protein, low-fibre diet ensures a
lower leval ol ammonia from
wastes al a time when oxygen
levels in the pond ara likely lo
be at their lowest loo.

NISHIKOI STAPLE is a
standard lood diat for all types
of pond hishes, All Nishikoi
nutritional foods contain
stabilised Vitamin C in the form
of Ascorbyl Polyphosphate.

Delails from: Nishikol
Aguaculture Litd, White Hall,
Wethersfield, Essex CM7 4EP
(Tel: 0371 851424).

NON-STICK
FILTERS

A comprehensive range of
pond filtration equipment fram
Bob Pateman Enterprises
=akes good use of non-stick
aciyoropylens

CYCLONE SEDIMENT
SETTLEMENT FILTERS and
Seovatve spherical BOTTOM
DSAINS, are typical designs,
505 wedl-tested under pond
s=ndtons Detore full-scale
Drooustan

EXTERNAL FILTERS feature
sioping fioors for efficent
Sarage and oirt collachon
SRELChON using weiding

Dick Mills reviews the latest in
water gardening products

lechniques allows for easy
multiplication of units when
required

Biue circular VIEWING
TANKS (for Koi), made from
palythene, measure 28in by
16in deep, stack easily when
not in usa. PVC FLANGES,
accommodating 1.5in, 2in, 3in
and 4in pipes, are available for
low-pressure drainage, but
transtormation fitlings can be
Supplied o upgrade them for
high-pressure working.

Details from: Bob Pateman
Enterprises, 36 Trinity Road,
Billericay, Essex CM11 3AT
(Tel: @277 623027).

NEW TRADITIONAL
FILTER

While most waler gardeners
agree that pond filtration is a
necessity, some may not have
room for an external filtration
syslem, nor want to seea the
equipment more than is
necessary

Fisher Pond Products have
solved bath these by
designing the SPIDER FILTER,
a filter thal goes in the pond
itself, has no working parts and
neads very little maintenance. It
works on the well-known (o
aguarium keepers, at least)
biclogical principle where water
is drawn through the substrate
1o maintam well-oxygenated
conditions In which bacteria
break down any toxic
ammania-based wastes into
lass harmiul substances.

Easily connected lo any
submersible pump. extra units
can be linked together for
larger pands. According to the
manufacturers, cleaning is only
requsrad éwery 2.3 years 5o

: ideal planting areas and an

that leaves plenty of time for
sithing by the pond watching the
fish.

Details from: Fisher Pond
Products, The Round Lodge,
Newlands Manor, Everton,
Lymington, Hants S041 0JH
(Tel: 0590 644405).

SMALL
BEGINNINGS

Starting off water gardening
in @ small way Is now both
possible, and ralatively
inexpensive, with a ROCK
POOL from Lotus.

Made from malenals
resistant fo UV light, heat and
cold, it is small @nough for the
tiniest patio, a spare garden
cormer or evan: just fill with
waler, furmsh with fish and
plants and plug inlo the electric

supply
The built-in niches make

optional submersible pump,
easily hidden within the clever
design, recycles water to the
small header pool and down a
wateriall back info the main
pool. Available from DIY stores
and garden centres,

Details from: Lotus Water
Garden Products Lid, BO.
Box 36, Junction Street,

Burnley, Lancashire BB12
ONA (Tel: 0282 20771; Fax: I
0282 412719).

HESSIAN
SUCCESSOR

Viater iy planting baskets
aiong with other aquatic
PRantmg comlaners have, unbl
recently, baen traditionally lined

with hessian lo prevent the sail
leaking out into the water,

Mot toa long ago, a ‘hessian
frea’ basket design became
avaiabila (the holes in the side
were specially designed fo
obwiate the need lor hassian)
but now there's a substilute
material for hessian itself. The
POND BASKET LINER is
made from rol-resistant
polypropylene, Cross-woven

inte a non-obtrusive black
finish. Availabla in three sizes:
13.5in {5 in @ pack), 18in (4 in a
pack) and 27in (3 in a pack
sguares.

Available from Underwarld
Products (see below).

JUBILEE
SUCCESSORS

Rusi-prool, easily-undone
(when required, not by
accident) hose clips will soon
make melal Jubilee clips
redundant

Made in green nylon, HOSE
GRIPS from Pond Solutions,
are available in all popular
sizes — 12mm, 16mm, 20mm,
32mm and 40mm oulside
diametars. Filting is simplicity
itself: just wrap round the hose
click up the serraled sections
and tighten with pliers. To undo
just slip the two pars sideways
(again, phars may be
necessary)

Available from: Underworld
Products, Units 1 & 2, Belton
Road West, Loughborough,
Leicestershire LE11 OTR (Tel:
0509 610310, Fax: 0509
610304).




NISHIXIGD)
WNTERNATIDNAL

EUROPE’'S NUMBER 1 KOI MAGAZINE

Nishikigoi International is a quarterly, high quality, colour magazine devoted exclusively to
providing Koi enthusiasts with the highest quality photographs and information available on all
aspects of Koi and Koi keeping. .

Published in May, August, November and February, NI provides Koi Keepers with the latest and
very best Koi information and presents it in a highly practical, readable and attractive format.

Launched in Spring 1989, N1 is now read by Koi enthusiasts in more than 20 countries world-wide,
and is now firmly established as Europe’s top Koi magazine. NI is available from all top Koi dealers
on an individual issue basis, but still the cheapest and most convenient way to receive N1 is by direct
subscription from NI. So if you want to make sure you have the latest and best Koi information
available, mailed direct to your home — it couldn't be simpler — COMPLETE THE FORM AND
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

SPECIAL 1993 ‘SEASON OPENING’ OFFER

Receive the Spring 1993 issue and then the next four issues, Summer 1993, Autumn 1993, Winter
1993/94 and the Spring 1994 issue for a special package price of £27.50. Four full back issues sets are
also now available at £22.50 per set.

SURNAME: it sitsrasimaINETTAL S G s TITLE s
ADDRESS......... divs b R S 8 N T TN SR Y v e £33 S SRR PSS

PAYMENT DETAILS: Total payment enclosed =£

Chegue [ ] Access[ ] Visa[ |
ICREQIE AR NG ... .some semcsomrass srrensasmirs SR NIS C A oot eSS SR iR A e e e B s

Full 12me on crelit CAFd ... oiivmisinminsesissmssirissivom s st s spsasssssssssssssnspssssnsnsrransrns ICPATY AL, ocoreescoramss

When you have completed the form, send it with your payments to:

NISHIKIGOI INTERNATIONAL LTD

7 Canterbury Avenue, Lowton Warrington
Cheshire WA3 2HA

OR if you prefer simply call our subscription hotline number AND WE'LL DO THE REST!
TELEPHONE: 0942 726864
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There is £100 to be won and runner-up prizes of £25 and two prizes of £10
and all you have ta do is find how many words there are in the square. [
Listed below are 12 items that could be found in any water garden but only
ten are in our wordsearch square. Lilies, Patio, Rocks, Dragonily, Trees,
Plants, Newt, Tadpole, Fish, Lantern, Filter, Pond.

When you have decided on the missing two words write them an a postcard.
Also in no more than 20 words say what's best aboul The Water Gardener
magazine. In the event of a tie the best answer to the above question will
decide the prize winners, Write your name and address and send to:

The Water Gardener (Competition)

9 Tutton Street, Ashford, Kent TN23 1GN.

Enfries must reach these offices by no later than June 6 1993,

Employees of Dog Wovld, Ashiord Comgaosition, Ashford Scanning and Headley Brothers
ara nat eligihla

IN OUR WATER GARDEN
WORD SQUARE =z
COMPETITION ~ ::%:%5::

v

No-one knows more about Improving

If you own a garden pond you'll know  Diveloped from extensive research and fish, all the care they need w
the satisfaction and pleasure gained anel stuely of pond requirements, ourish, What's more, all TetraPomd
fromy making this beautifiul Fetralond loods, treatments and wests products ave sunphe 1o use and

improvement o your home.
Furthermone, if you keep pond
goldiish or striking Kod, vou'll
iate the Benefits even more,
ng your pond and fish as
woerful and healthy as namre
adds eremendously i the
s of coirse, and that's
pocialist knowledge from
st o the leachng E !
St ity o pornd ciime, 35 vital, 5 e h - Imbimrmiation Pack

have been designed i give your pond envaromanentally sife

centre ar pond retwler, look for
letraPund - quite simply giving
viid Ehe very best in poasd care.

I vou want mose details of the
comprehensive TetraPond range
andl FREE expert alvice on pond
care, simply post the coupon

No-one has a deeper knou ri’ed'e of the garden pond.

ST ES GARDENER MAY 1993

S0 nest time yiou visit your garden

opposite for vour FREE TetraPoad

your garden pond than ‘letra.

"

Foods Treatments-Testkits

B

L} i dhevesiin @l
Parke Davis & Co Lid, 5t Helier, feres

POST THE COUPON
TODAY FOR YOUR FREE

TETRA POND

INFORMATION PACK.

Senad o Tetra, Lawmibert Court,

Chasimul Avenme, Eastleigh
Hissis, 505 12¢)

NAME
ADDRESS

POSTUOIN

E‘
|



HERTFORDSHIRE [ -
FISHERIES A
LIMITED %i‘s‘ﬁ%ﬁi%

EIZHEKIE?]
WE STOCK A LARGE BRSNS

SELECTION OF GOOD QUALITY COLDWATER
FISH, TROPICAL FISH AND PLANTS.

PLUS
A WIDE RANGE OF ACCESSORIES FOR PONDS
AND AQUARIA.

© (PEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 9-6 SUMMER (9-5 WINTER)
® (00D, FRIENDLY SERVICE AND ADVICE

© AMPLE FREE PARKING

@ ACCESS/VISA/SWITCH/TRANSAX

TEL: 0727 833960

JUST OFF JUMNCTION 210 M25
MORTH ORBITAL ROAD, ST. ALBANS, HERTS AL2 2DS

SPA PROFESSIONAL POND
HOOVER
1993 NEW MODEL — MARK Il

« Eosily comiad with portable hondle
# Instant cantrol with woterproof switch in hondle
» Stoinless steel body to pump
« Extm lorge stiner bow with clear lid for melm inspection
+ Hoower pipe: felescopic 1o 63"
« (uick relegse inlet ond outlet hose for easy storoge
» Super fightweight floating suction hose

Performance: 3269 Mres par hou
Safoly Protection: utomatic Thermal Dwerload Trig
Roded IP 55

The vltimate professional Pand Hoover
Available from most bain?"
In case of difficulty contact neares! smk!m.

C. J. Skilton l?uurisi
Great Giberacks Chase, Butts Green,
Sandon, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 7TR.
Tel: (0245) 400535. Fox: (0245) 400585. i

WATER
* GARDENERS *

Our cold water fish house contains all
the popular varieties of pond fish
including Koi,

A vast selection of
pool plants
NOW AVAILABLE

We alsa stock butyl liners, pumps, filters
and all the usual accessories,

For expert advice come and talk to
Barry James, author of
‘A Fishkeepers Guide to Koi’
at
EVERGLADES

AQUATIC NURSERIES

BAUNTON, NR. CIRENCESTER, GLOS.
Tel. 0285 654656

Open: Tuesday-Sunday, 10am to Lpm, Zpm to Spm
CLOSED ALL DAY MONDAY EXCEPT ON BANK HOLIDAYS

RETAIL KOI PRICES
FROM 50p-£150

Large selection Japanese, Isracli and H
homebred Koi, Gold Fish, -
(H

Shubunkins, Orfe, Tench elc.
Coldwater and pond plants, all grown

and bred on our twenty acre site. [‘

s

NEW FOREST KOI

Sway Lakes, Barrows Lane, Sway,
Nr Lymington, Hants

Telephone 0590 682010
(off B3055)

THE WATER GARDENER MAY 1993



v I

FLOATINE R ‘
d S ~

SOLE UK DISTRIBUTORS
Pedigree House
Gamston, Nottingham NC2 e8]
Tel: 0602 816521
Fane: 0602 455561




I Goldfish were human, they

would be universally regarded as

hald wothless wonders! They have
W scaleless heads, hence the

‘haldness’, and no real weeth. In fact,
thev don’t even have a stomach as we
know it. Yet, despite these apparent
drawbacks, Gaoldfish enthrall countless
millions of admirers the world over,
Not only are they the most popular of
fish, bur the most popular of all pets,
mchiding dogs and cats,

Few people can deny that a good
Common, or Ancesiral Goldfish
presents i most exciting figure,
resplendent i
colouring, and with a perfectly
proportioned sleek profile. Such a
form has made it the ideal lish for the

ts blood-orange 1o red

garden pond, and it is therelore hardly
surprising that thousands upon
thousands of these splendid, ver often
underrated fish, can be found
throughout the UK and further afield.
While evervone is conversant with
the shape and colowr of the Common
Goldfish, lew are aware of the myriad
varieties which are available woday.
Manv of these (and it is said that there
are over 120 recognised types of Fancy
Goldfish) are bettersuited o life in an
aguarium, where their round-bodied
1(IT'I'I'I .!I!{I :]'Il"IT ll*[f‘“ ﬂ_"'(lj'"‘l'\."llg'u]‘[
finnage can be better appreciated,
There are, however, several varieties of
Fancy Gaoldflish which have retained the
long body of their *Ancestural” heritage,
and these make excellent pond fish,

A0
The term “ancestral” is becoming
more popular as a description for the
erstwhile 'Common’ Goldfish and, in
my opinion, is a far more fiwing tile

for a fish which has conrmributed so
much o the fishkeeping hobby. The
terin is also used advisedly: in its
natural surroundings, the forerunner
ol the Goldfish, Carassius auratus, 1s
olive-brown in colour, a trait which
becomes apparent when breeding
Coldfish, whose fry are olive-brown

46

before developing into the golden
colouring with which we are all
familiar.

The sleek, long body of the Ancestral
Goldfish makes this the perfect pond
fish. Not only dees a number of
Goldfish fliving fround the pond make
a splendid sight, bt these, and to some
extent their long-hodied derivatives,
are also hardy creatures which breed
well.

I'he scales of the Ancestral Goldfish
are bright metallic red; while there are
some attractive variations with all-over
vellow scaling (Lemon Goldfish), silver,
and even red-and-white (Sarassa). The
finnage should be fairly short and
rounded, although Goldfish acquired
from a peishop may well have
elongated fins, with single candal (tail)
and anal (helly) fins.

A further popular derivative is the
Comet. This is an equally attractive fish
which prefers plenty of pond space o
take advantage of its fasy, sleek form.
Slightly stimmer than the Ancestral
Goldfish, the Comet also possesses
longer finnage, with a highlv-developed
tail fin, which gives the fish its name.
This fin is forked when viewed [rom the
side and, ideally, appears as an open
pair of scissors; the length of the candal
fin should equal that of the body,

Comets are usually metallic red in
colour, but are also popular in red-and-
white, or Sarassa, colouring,

Occasionallv, multi<caloured, or
enfreo coloured Comets are available,
often sold in garden centres as
Shubunkins.

The Shubunkin has become a
specialist fish in its own right, so much
s0 that | have often heard peaple
describe their pond as containing
Goldfish and Shubunkins in i,

The most popular pet in the world: the

‘uncomplicated” oranged-coloured Common
or Ancestral Goldfish.
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Fortunately, there’s more to goldfish than being a frightened prize at a hoopla stall,

Stephen Smith gives a
guided tour around the world’s most unlikely fishy favourite

Photographs: Max Gilihs —
The Goldfish Bowl, Oxf{ord.

TSE WATES GARDENER MAY 1993 47
]




Top, Sarassa
Comets are strikingly coloured
fish suitable both for ponds and aguari.

dilferent coloration.

(Shubunkins are Goldlish, after all}.

The colouring of the Shuhunkin is
most attractive, with mart scales
(occasional metallic scales are quite
acceptable — unless the fish is destined
for the showbench). These are
coloured red, vellow, and brown on an
Allewver bac L;_r‘uulnll nill'ig'h[ blue, and
finished with a black speckling over the
whaole of the body and fins of the fish.

The Lowndon Shubunkin is identical in
shape and finnage 1o the Ancestral
Goldfish; while members of Brisiol
Aguarists Society have, over a period of
three decades, perfected the Brstol
Shubunkin. This is slimmer in the body
and has longer finnage. The most
distincitve featre is the shape of the
candal fin, which has rounded lobes
forming a shape not dissimilar o the
leter B, Good-guality Bristol
Shubunkins are highlv-prized by
Goldiish enthusiasts, and have been
achieved as a result of hard work and
dedicated breeding,

Two additional varieties which
deserve some attention, though they

48

Above, the London Shubunkin is indistinguishahle
from the Common Goldfish in body shape, but has

are not all that commonly seen in the
UK, are the Wakin and the Jikin
(pronouneed Jee-kin), These are long-
hodied varienes with twin tails,

I prefer to keep these in a pond
cuviremment, (o which thear lu:lg-
bodicd form is well suited. However,
the characteristics of their caudal fins
mean that they do not swim quite as
swiftly as their slecker counterparts, so
I would advise thar these varicties be
kept in a separate pond.

Both types wend w display a fatter
hody than the Ancesiral Goldlish, The
Wakin is reputedly the traditional
Goldfish of Japan and is prized lor its
paired, fanshaped, tail fins. Although
not as pronounced as the Fantail-nype
Fancy Goldfish, their fins are usnally
fullyv-divided, although webbed caudal
fins are also commonplace, Being mwin-
tailed, the Wakin has paired anal

(belly) fins, while the rema
are short and shghty rounded.

The colouring of the Wakin is
traditionally all-gold or S a, though

1 lins

5

Above, a golden
Comet — sleek and
fast, and hardy.
Lefi, Brisiol
Shubunkins have
long flowing tails.
Otherwise, they
are, basically,
similar to their
‘London’ cousins,

I have recently encountered Calico
Wakins, which make extremely
atractive fish.

The |ikin is a recent imroduction o
the UK Goldlish scene. This variery was
developed originally in Japan and hosts
a most distincuve tl formation. This
fin is squared and completely divided.
s muich so, that each half s
perpendicular wo the tail roon {candal
peduncle), while the anal fins are
panred.

A par fecthy o q1|n|.||'Pr'i_Ji|iiJ‘| is maost
difficult wo obtain; breeders can only
strive towards a silver-white metallic
scaled body with red linnage and red
lips; imperfect specimens show red
colouring splashed over the body, bun
nevertheless stll make atractive pond
fish,

A word of warning abowr keeping
ney Goldfish in the and:
these usually have long fins, or very

ather I

short fins, or even lack some finnage.
Ihus, not only is loemaotion not so well
refined, but long finnage. in particular,
can he susceptible (o damage in a
pond, and this can be more difficult o
monitor than in the aquarium.

THE WATER GARDENER MAY 1993

—




Healthy fish have healthy
appetites. They can be pretty
friendly too!

How to
pick

healthy
fish

By
Lance Jepson

If you have never
kept fish before, you
may be at a bitofa
loss as to what to
look for when
buying stock for a
new pond. In
particular, you might
like to know how
you can tell a
healthy fish from
one that is ill.

The following points, while
not being exhaustive, should
help anyone who (s new ta
buying fish {o select healthy
stock. Although one can
never be 100% cartain of
spotting every sign of lll
health, follow these
guidelines and your chances
will be pratty good,

Ask for advice — it is
always available. However, if
you are in any doubt
regarding the candition of a
particular fish, don't buy it.

Important clues

Thse i SN0LMT ST

1 oN &0 SveEn Ees

— Awgad T et
[ErsStsnty S50 0T oS S90S
ficat a2 e Surface O SS3y ON
the boRom. 35 TS SLOOBSS 2
FauTAI0E SeblrOas of
ECME ITher el ZEsass

The fo ghouis be wal

2 proporsoned. wieh a

=Moot cutine Watcn

out for fism which a2 wery
thin, o hawe 2 Swilign
abdomen. esgecaly F e
scales protruce ol D gve 2
‘pine-cone’ appearance
Annormaily then S8 may
have & wastng Csease.
whergas fiose wih 2 swilen
ping-CONS aDpEars e 578
likely o be sufanng from
long-term gill o kidney
problems, or possibly
tumours. Do not bay Bsh wih
obvious ulcerations

Colours shousa os
3 clear and bright. Fish
with a serious exiemal

parasite problem aften have 3
grayish caste to their colour
due to the excessve
production of mucus on the
skin in response o e
infestation

All visinle fins should

4 be neid sract. The

~— occasional split is
nainng to be concerned
aoout and will soon heal, bul
a#voia fish with bloodied
streaks in the fins (or on the
sody), or ragged, eroded fins.
& classic sign of a sick fish is
fins neld clamped against the
Togy

= . The fish should be

5 gler to its

— environment, Oider
Goldfish and Koi may even
sobicit food on your approach.
Avoid the fish moping in the
oack comer, or fish unwilling
(unable?) to shoal with the
rest The majority of flsh kept
n gonds are gluttons, hence
fze0ing behaviour should be
VIorous!

. . A single fish gasping at
6 the surface may have
gilt cisease. | all the

Esh are gasping. then it is
probable that they are
overcrowded and'or at 100
rign & temperature. In either
casa the fish are stressed
and ¢ would be best not 1o
Buy tham

SPECIAL OFFER

6 issues of Aquarist and

Pondkeeper straight to your home for ON |y £9.50

Take advantage of this offer lo receive Brilain's first aqualic and herpetolagical magazine packed
with expert articles on the care of aquaria, ponds, amphibians, reptiles and fish. Discover mare
species and acquire new skills each month in this colourful magazine.

eI |,/ QUARIST
12 ONDKEEPER

Fax:
To: AQUARIST & PONDKEEPER, 3 TUFTON STREET. ASHFOF!D KENT TN23 1ON

0233 645669

RATES: UK £9.50
EUROPE £12.00
USA SURFACE £20.00 (Please submit £ sterling)

OTHER OVERSEAS OR AIR MAIL ON REQUEST
Ofter ends August 31, 1993

POST TO (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

MAMBSIMISS ...
ADDRESS .......

o POSTCODE (... o e enperesms oo
EMCLOSE MY CHEQUE/ACCESS/VISAND | I | [ | | | | | | | ] I | | EXPIBY DATE .....consiiieis iy
SAYABLE TO'AQUARIST AND PONDKEEPER' FDHE
S EASESTART MY & MONTHLY ISSUES WITH THENE}(TISSUE COVEF&
SIGNED 1. o A S . .
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Don't overfeed your fish. They
should rise to the surface of
their own accord at mealtimes.

Avoid overleading pond fish.
Feed them on a good quality
balanced diet once or twice
gach day, taking care to check
that they consume all of the food
given within 3—4 minutes.
Uneaten food shouid be
removed, as it will pollute the
water,

@ STOCKING

Do not overcrowd your fish. A
stocking level of approximately
2-3inches of fish per sguare
foot (900cm?) of watear surlace
area will help your fish to remain
healthy and easy to look after.

BROWN
WATER

Brown cloudy wateris Lusually
due to debris being disturbed by
tha fish or to water movement.
To correct, remove excess
debris from the pond bottom and
make sure planting baskels
have a layer of gravel over the
50il.

AUTUMN
CLEAN

Changing 20% of the pond

water in the autumn and, at the
same lime, remove any encess
debris to ensure that your pond

by

DR DAVID POOL
of the Tetra Information
Centre .

not overnen it.

TETHA

Isin the best possible condition
to allow the fish lo survive the
rigours of winter.

OXYGENA

-

PLAN

Owygenating plants should be
wimmed once or twice during the
summer to prevent tham
outgrowing the pond. Cutting
them back to about 30cm (12
inches) lengthis is ideal and will
promote healthy growth

Always remove leaves and
delbris from ponds in autumn,

Oxygenating plants (bottom left) should complement the pond —,

ﬁ LILY FEEDS

Iy common with mast plants,
watar lilies require fertilisation if
they are to grow to their full
potential. The regular use

of lily substrate fertilisers can
have imprassive resulls,
increasing the number of
tlowers by a factor of 2-3.

'L’z  sare waTER

Make your lapwatar safe.
Tapwater contains chloring
which is dangerous to fish,
plants and filter bacteria. Always
add a dachlorinatos to your
tapwaler to make it safe before
intraducing it into the pond.

=
Pw | SPLASHES

Don't splash the liies. Splashes
of water talling on the leaves or
in the blooms of water lilies will

stop them growing and resultin
damage. Take care when adding
water into the pond, and position
lilies away from fountains or |
watertalls. |

TETRA

Splashes from fountains will
have an adverse effect on the
growth of water lilies.

FILTER
CLEAN-OUT

Extemnal box filters are very
popular and effective.
Occasional cleaning is
necessary to prevent the filter
blocking. Always use old pond
waler, as the chiorine in
tapwatercould kill the healpful
filter bactera, leading to water
pollution

Always test the pond water
regularly to help you detect and
correct problems before they
affect the health of your fish

T

A

TETR

Poor water quality is the cause
ot the majority of problems in
ponds and waler gardens.
Regular water testing using
commercially available test kits
is quick, easy and allows you 1o
detect and carrect problems

hefore they adversely affect
githar fish or plants,
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WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN OUR NEXT ISSUE? TELEPHONE 0233 621877 FOR DETAILS

: —_— -
NORTH EAST KOI & Blue Lagoon Aquatics | @ B NPAND
Lin Dpevaativy o in puims Sl rmsCumes wm PLANT
AQUATICS LazEl FINFARMLTD
| (42T) Exstiene Rosd. Newchaos.
. } N Lingfieid, Sumwy [0342) 831 84
Forall your coldwater fish requirements. ‘ g s PROBABLY THE FINEST
Good guality fancy goldfish. | PR “ﬂ“ i SELECTION OF POND FISH AND
Pond construction and filtration specialists THOOMA AL FESH 45D A4 ATIE GOROES WATERPLANTS IN THE SOUTH
Largest selection of Japanese Koi in the P~ R L - . N:'mm.mé“ ) s
Narth East of England. 157 BROAD ST s Lw"“m"“m_ e wx Line
Fully guarantined before sale. P :,“.'_.Etf..“:':?fr.: T 3 « 'nm-:vrl':’ n:-"-:lu uragn':- —pe—
Koi related equipment. Conrie W Ay ket g
WELL WOSTH & vt
Open 1Dam-6pm every day inc, Sunday | _‘_mﬁ'ﬂ'fﬂ.{.:: ¥ D
R AQUACADABRA| -5\
10 Main St.CruH;runiR!'lW' All pond pump, liners and it f
Tyne & Wear pmart RAAZY PR .
Tel: 091 413 1529 Fax: 091 413 1530 PR FINCED -
=8 e ) TEL: 0322 345242 FRESHFIELDS
i0Bamenwrstios, | | -y WATERGARDENS _ |
EVERYTHING Sa . o | & AQUARIUM
L ¥ LE7 0AE
FORTHE I 7048 77008
e WATERGARDEN WRCH ST v e T |
althy Japenese Ko semcten ol pein, puma, e |
AQUATIC HABITAT From one of Britain's largest Food, medication, stc vy iy
: i i 23 Wood Lane. Eim Park
THE AQUATIC ldquatlc speq._zulrsr_s. Massive _‘cm_ﬂ_:_ s
HABITAT range of marginal plants and Telsohore 57084 T1343
shurdington Rd water lilies in season, plus Koi Open & days 10pe-Som
[A46) and pondfish, pool pumps, Ciosad Mordays
Brockworth, liners and filters, and expert
Glos GL3 4PU advice, come and see our
Tel: (0452) 862791  display ponds. Tropical and
S—— marine fish also. '
eacEpt Werdnesday Large free car park.

SPECIALISTS INKOI &

POND LINERS GARDENPOND

ECONOUNER (15 houl  #om 15010, 1 CONSTRUCTION e WATER .
wmasisn  kmzset | | GARDENLANDSCAPING @ '
smmres  wmiman | | WIDE RANGE OF FULLY |
veRSTiows wevet | | QUARANTINED FISH, PLUS *
| GPS Aquatic we | ALLACCESSORIES.
Freepast Langlard J - - s

Bees 554 B8
Ted: D43 FO0SE”
Sompaie produoers of el "_:i .
Specifically Formulated g ong Panty s i e e .
g ol sEye Y e &
for your T ———
Pond Plants (i Wter Lify Collactin sssmy o
= HBuy a bag today = o T P A i
fronm vour lowal stockist ooy g ]
e T R S S—
Don't forget your ‘1
AQUA-BOOST gl
PO ALL FISH ENTHLSLasmn
The Aguatic oM -T'-.l_::i;-u [ ]
(& Q LU L e
Plamt Fertilizer JAPANESE Rin
EHPES BV ENTNGS S Mg
Fibr i LRLL beaflet and siookiss list for WEERESES ANT BASK fon e
yosur arca serid 3 2ol otass STanp W 1im-|
ACHL A SO, BOWEY TACEY ST CNFF LT1 ALA MO0
THEVERS, T4 Y F FOTY COLLAM S LANES CARSIENS,
Y TEL: 0223 246442
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GREENSIDE LANDSCAPES

Horticultural excellence by design

=Y

Greenside Landscapes have more than 20 years experience of ereating heautiful gardens just like those
featued above. Whether you require a small heather garden. a block paved driveway or a full seale
watergarden ereation, the Greenside combination of ereative and highly innovative design, a team of
top quality gardening professionals with a genuine commitment to provide traditional top quality
service, are ready. willing and able to meet YOUR gardening challenge.

&

FAIR TRADES
Approved

GREENSIDE LANDSCAPES

16 Heatty Avenue, Chorley, Lancashire PR7 2PR
Telephone: 0257 275440 Fax: 0257 231470




