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BRITISH
AQUARISTS’
FESTIVAL

THE 1066 ERETTH Aqranisrs’ Pestivel was bheld on 18th-19th
Dctober, & the large cxhdbdcon Badl, Belle Ve, Mancheier,
More visitors sttended than ever before and the exhibiton
gocs feom strengih w prength.  Once again the hall had
Teeen pow ot its roximmam of 550 fect, and in addi-

the Sunduy was staggering and 1housands of prople
the hall emjoying the cxhibéts all day long. Tt makss one
wonder whete all the peopls conse from as phisough masy
wrere ooming and going most of the day, ot all tises the Sall
prescnted 4 #ca of heads from the Ageensd saand.

I'he Federation of MNorthern Agussiom Socetss had
:rmnh_edmu}mwﬂ-dlmlmdmmmﬁ

opened & great mouth end looked @ Bt !
finger off i the glass had not been there. A scat cime
second and an Apisrarramems reesres was placed third.
There were about thisty secietiss competing, each with
thelr o conatrucied stand,  These smnds all came = e

very high maderd, being near snd compact.  Hach snnd
st inckede eipht or ot ks and show at by ane fues

; the srmnds, although very attractive,
were of 8 sether foaventions] type, but 8 few were very
outsmiies gt ihewed much indtiative,  Inowes o difficult
ml.mhﬂ!upirklhe!udhuhwntdumm twa
chose indeed.  The winning

5

trepical Borost and on the oppesice side of the stand wii an
Arcric pezme, complete with an ice-breker, helizopeer,
motor dledge, hurs with mes onan e cap,  Akowne was o
star-studded sky with the moon very prominent. Foiming
poseards it was an excclléendy constnscted space craft, com-
plete with many detabh. Heneath were the tanks ol fishes.
This up-to-date conception was & worthy winner. The
winnd which wik placed second war 3 very large maodel of the
Ark, complae with Noah, animals erc., indluding rwao
chimps, and the heads of hormed bets sticking cut from
windows, This stand was at least 26 feet long amd was o
great arcracon for visitors, - The third prize wak gwearded
tia & treasure chest, which was very neat and eompact, The
fourth was & very good model of o vills, very plessing and
mwst kave come very fear to thind.

Tiee Bristal A5, bed a replici of the Clifton suspensian
bridge, and it was 5 piry that the effes wis rather spodled by
o badly leaking fursished mnk.  Belle Voe, Mancheiter,
exhibited an excellent drawing room scene which 1 thought
was utterly spodled by o tank on a smod which was com-
pletely covered with groen artificial grass 08 Seom of greeti-
grocers’ sands.  This eank, with this cevering on oo
angle feoms and atand, was so glaring tlat at ook the cyes
away from the very well designed room,  Another sodety
pad a farge back-cloth of & foreit and & water-fall ran from
it to the front af i sceme, o bold exhibit but colours were
BoC quite troe. A pardy construsted building which was
bield up throwgh “rising damp'’, wes another good design
and a crown with tanks inset all round was another good
stand.  Gioroom and Opcnshaw had & very nice maring sk
an display, one of the very few on show, and a povelty mok
where many fishes were eepresented by varying models and
vigitors were invited to find nenes of fishes for the differens
objects such oi o penknife, fiuh of silver paper, pearliy
bleeding kieart, 12, A very novel exhibit,
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1969 Show set new
records for attractions
and attendance

1%l Prize winner: Dowsbury
Aguarist Sochely with kil
i-'l.l!qurbd “&ilgnt Warlds™

Baltom elghl: 2nd Prire winner:
Noah's Arkconsineciod
1‘;}!1 Srrtlfarﬂ Agquarist

There were hundreds of fishes on sthow end there was
plemy. to Isterost ihe tropdeal and coldwater fan.  There
were some excellent specimens among the fropicals and i1
would have boen dificult o pick out special fishes from such
& grand array,  The coldwarer fisher were in fair strerigth

points must have been deducted for this carelessness on the
“part ol the exhebitor in ot claaning the fish belore the show,
Oee would think 1bee where good specimen fishes aee
-ooncerned the pwniors woald take a great-deal of trouble o
ser that the fishes were froe from peits bofore exbibdng

'm the Champéon of Champiots class do mot spedily that
large tanks ane cequlred For theie fehe A Gouraml died be-
“cmuse irwas placed in a tank which was apparencly too small
Jor it O wonders i the time will come when the aize
o Hshes compering will bave 10 be limived. [ feel thag the

Decomber, (967

Price of "The Asjuarkst™

It ix regrected that bocsuse of increasing oosts of
twon and distribution ol penodicals, the af
*The Aguarist’’ have 10 incrense the peice of the joarsal
mi_'qmﬁqﬁhmrjmhmﬂmlﬂh
miﬁi:rmtm ralch when curmar subacripsiees oo
1o an end,



British Aquarists’ Festival cont.

obby canmot hope o get more intepest from the gencral
public when very large fishes arc shown in senall tanks.

The dealers® siznds made 3 grand dbeplay as urual and
there wers thomands of fishes for sale, soeme of which were
gulte new po me. Ther: were tropécal fishes o sule all
insies and there were many coldwater fishes for the enthu=
siasts o that branch of the hobby. 1 was interesied and
bmpressed 1w soc pome biaisy, codoured Young lionbeads for
sale smong which sppegred to be some fature winmers.
Every conceivable rype of sparangs aed food was on wale and
the dealess pecmscd 0 mo to be kept very busy theoughot
the exhibition, Aeny types of rank were on thow and the
wvarious kinds of scrasoss and fileers psst have given the
wigitors mich food for thoueght.

It wad rather disappointing to find chat there wese ao few
marine fGihes on show.  There were two cligies for these
fish and not a single entry was received, Maybe It Is
beesuse of the difficuby of praviding fleration et for the
{ksh randcs whech pur exhibitors of. 1 only saw » couple of
maring mnks, the ote on the Gorton stand being very good
mnd provided o great afttaction. It sppears that marimes
saill have a loog way 1o go before they become as popular @1
the freshwater types.  However, il anyone wiho visited the
show was dissppointed he enum be wery hard 1o plesic and 1
woulld venture to state thar this show was one of the finaa
evier beld inthis country,  The Aguarier stand was arcractive
with s6 many trophies oo display and the expeens were kept
sy with many queries.

From top to bagtam:

ard Prize winner: The nent and vary compact Troasune
Chest of Blackpeol and Fylde Aguatic Saciety

Ath Pripa winner: The Madal Villa entry by Loigh Aguatic
Socioty

Tho very eflective CElion Sespension Bridge construg-
tod by the Brislol Aquatic Sociaty

Bedow:

Another oulsianding ﬂlh'-HH. the Bells Wus Agquarist
Saciety siand
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STRANGE CREATURES
FROM THE SEA

ABCOVE THE WATERLENE, where the sea's froth eddied and
babbled on the beadch, there stretched an endicss band of
white which Enally disappeared, on the distast sea-haze.
The white pecklace on the sand, by the wues's edge, ws
compoted of the stll-wer bones of myrisds of carnlefish.
“They varied in xize from an mch or two o nearly a foot in
length bus mane of them was Ehe relic of a really lange custle-
fah.  These serenge polgothas of cuttle-bones ocoar b
minely along our shores snd when they do erupe from the sea
they secn 1o do 1o after & profonged cold spell when the
temperarure of the water drops below oormal.  These
oephalopods appess 1o &ie froen cold as other cocamares wall
in other elemenss

The cuttlefish, iz oompany with the ooopos and squid; B
& member of the coplalopod fumily, an offahoot of the
molluscs which conmds ek variod specics o the coie-
sbaped Linpet abef] and the pans squid which an cccssion
caa well sarpass the beight of 8 foll-grows man.

Mot 8 very proat deal is per konown sbout thess gueer
living things and the hiologists are amongss the first to admit
this fact. - Recent marine explosations have brought to lighs

58

By Henry Tegner

0 oumber of new varieties. . This is perhaps mot very sar-
priving when one realises that three-gquarters of the globe’s
surface is ussder water and much of this arca ki, as ye1,
been exphored.

Custlefish, which in life are torpedo= and have
tratlers, usaally inkabit the botton of the sea and, like
dab and wole, they can camouafiage thenselves most ol
tively amongsy the sand, This mollusc does not armadin
grest siee, at Jeast, alomg our shores; whereas is clote =
tive the squid his been found stranded on Britain®s n
coasts which measared many fect. It was only com
tively rocently thar man found that some squds could
through the sl ldke 2 jet plame.  The crew of the
fumed Kon il expedition poticed and duly recosded
phenomenon, Squids, on oomasion, have landed on
vessels.  ‘These sea-hikers have been small specimens
i giant squid, samed ARCHITEUTHIS, which came
shote near the Bay of Migg in Aberdeenshire and whe
mped over Twenty feet from the tip of its hesd 1w the end
its centmcies.  In spite of bis grest size the marnine hickogs
have diagnosed thiv specimen as a juvenile so that one
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FRESHWATER
PERCH

Junior
Aquarist

By Terry Jennings

TIEEE ARE OWLY two species of the famdy Prreidar o b
found in Britih feesbwaters, and of these the perch s by far
and away the most commoen and wsddely distributed.  This
deep-bodied snd slightly bog-backed fish §i cquipped with
rwo degsal fias, and being o predaios it has reeh fm fis
cxtemcly larpe moomh.

U= hanitling m perch, the mosr poticesbic featores are the
rougheess of the skin and the sharpness of the fins.  Tihe
toiighoess fs due o the scales which have sharp edges and
progect throagh the skin,  The fiwt of the docal fina is
wupported by sharp spines and the second is of soft Fays
supported by owo spinei,  The imposing spiny dogsal fin
himtics detisntly when the fish B i dsager and when it
atmcks A prey. 1t i advisable, therefore, 1o wis 4 e
wien handling & perch for this sharp, priddy fin can come
the unwary comsiderable pais,

In their patueal habdmts neest Gih are 0L 2Auly recog=
ndsshle oy their ooloaring hlends with that of the surrommd-
mgs.  The perch, hewever, is & past madler in thé art of
dsgane, I g=neral bosdy coloar o ohve-gresniah, Beoomms-
img derker in the dorml region and Bghier om i flamks.  Trdy
sifver ventraliy.  The spiny dorsal fin has a blade spot at its
cxiremity, while tha liss on the lower part of the by ace
ringed wich ped.  With Hghr shining from showe the vemrrad
region is in shadow and the whole fih tomes in with aquatic
plints aid ihe msddy bottern of the walst, Thoe dark
verical bars, four 1o gight in number, wme with the upright
leaves mmd wiemn of the plants; while the anal and pelvic
fine, which sre alio in shadow, are relatively igdonspicuous.
I= = squasiam, Boweves, the peich i withous doubt cas of
the handsomest of cur patdve feeshwater fishes.

In their mafural environment perch have no need to gather
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Scientific Investigation into
How sﬂa-dwel]ing
Mammals can

communicate
and ﬁmb food under water

By Michael Lorant

D, Paultar with sna mammals

DHH. POVLTER; sniiod idieotist and fornws assocte dircctor
of Srasford Beseasch loudute in Cafiforods, wai for =
puenlser of e responnible for the Instigurc's plomical
science As a yomog man, be wm Second-in-
Command  of | Commender  Byrd's  famous  Amarctkz

and fnd food under water.
mirﬂdtafhhm1nﬂumﬂHM|Mﬂf
Stanford Bescarch [nstitue’s “Biologdcal Somar Laboratory'™
with i umigue Amechodc Tank im which he comlscs
Bis experimepmal mvestipstions using  Californlan  sea-
Hous and penguins, ;
‘Seals and penguins can both locate fish in total darknets,

Iun_d: somar—an ccho-rannng

Picture shows the  Anschoic Tank in which Whitkers'

ahiify 1o locatn Food was tesind. Bafling provens schoss
i =

ir-oould be ]!luﬂ dumgh ensely. e
hamd w0 t OpCTator G0 AT
hl,;ﬂhnu-wwhmlh:ﬁﬁﬂm.ﬂrlbnmdﬂlht
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WHAT IS YOUR OPINION?

By B. Whiteside

piece of flexible t:‘rllliﬁlﬂdl'-ir.ﬂ-uh potes that one
manifscturer of plastic pantics f fncluding o phastic algae
geraper with cach ek, Mr. Mash suggests thar one does
not wie o razoe blade. On the gquestion of the growth of
vm;nwaﬁmb-eimhcldmkmm:ﬁmmmh
anﬂumtwm.m. Mash ks only had
expericne with his gooramis ek which contains only
Wmﬂﬂlwﬂﬂlndmnlnmmm#
pocasions] live food. Some baby guppées have oosEsns
been missed by the is td chose have growm = lasge
a4 their patents,  Mr. Tgsh conclodes that the groah rate
of the youRg guppies [s 0ot r-:u'rl.!-o.‘libyh.i'.'h'::!-:'m.:q-l'n
guunmii,-;h.rinalhem,

mbm.miuwﬂ' gy berine shrismps ; i

ot his Gist The drawbacks wish guppies sre that the
i ol

-ﬂmdhfmmhudwm:wmﬁﬁu. pash ia
umakble th comment wpon them. W jye tubifex ape sEWer
nd_mmnemm-md I say mose.” states Mr. Nash, in

closing.

Iiford, Essex, i3 the home of Mr. John Hill Stroor,  He
Iﬂnm:lﬂed-:-:nﬂw‘ru:hh:ﬂmh to be supcrior to Fazos
I costs very
Hrtle to make Mr. Srroot's cleaner, and i could be mads in

RO DUl ﬂmcﬂdhupn:mlﬂltumnﬂ;kufiﬂ“. Thia
cnables M, Srrpot to negetiate the angle iron flange at the

af his 36 m = 15 @ = 15 . tank frame, Acthin layer
of adbipsive i pow applied to the o of the plate, asd 8
ghiiker coar to thie M e of the dowel. T plate, with its

thelr grubs; sarhworms ardd shugs. Dhae ro ik smalbl size’
mhinﬂmmndlmﬁmcmmmmdit is & oo introduc-
tin, for children and Beevous people, to the serpent gamily.

Ti'l:v.‘pul-;ruum“tmu'hh' pons 'well Envern amongst.

ﬂnmmmmdﬁuuimmdﬁmmm}m
en centrad Arerica, 1he pattern of from onc
colourcd longinadinal aAripss, o0 4 dailk

almost v . These spakes can anain 3
3§ f.; although 2§ -3 ft: i3 more nsual, - They are sy
fecd umntki“nd:u‘h:ﬁm—dudmnﬁw, amd they alad

they. will soon suscumb to @ vitmin: deficency.,  These
snakes will breed in captivity, given the right surroundings
gnd a Iugpﬁmﬂnmpmd.m up ta seventy & in. young
althoagh the sverage is well below this,

Jnmmpﬂhthrﬁumﬂnwhimmmihpmtmﬂ
afe the American water snakes belonging 10 the
Narrix, There are eleven wpecies -of this spke iR
Unired Sttes, almost exclasively cas of the
Although these snskes arc nol, us & whale, very kg
fargein rarely artaining 5§ 5., they are thick bediad and
s large wiperish looking bead fally when
Iuﬂﬂgmm:wm'unn:tpcmd}i fi. inlength
thers ape wome particularky meautiful trpes. Although
lehij‘m}wmiun.dwirbnunﬂiuiulhﬂnma 3
These snakes
mtmurmrmﬁmﬂum:ruﬂ:;hmmuw
fae fish—iead oc alives also Trogs. it 2 L]
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What is your opini
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