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Decorative
Furnishings

by B. Whiteside

e poEs x0T have 1 have attended
art college woobe able o produs a
st arrenctive and plesidng interion in
a0 aquerium, but when one secs some
of the mooumenta] trevesdes wheeh
are accepied @ being naturl-looking
or even eeithetically - plasing, one
wonders if it would not help! O has
waly to ook a1 the range of plasiic and
porcclain crnamenns (o should we say
eyc-sores ) that wee available to know
that the pararl-looking  aquasism,
which depends upon good tase and
metural  decomstinns, s - something
which the dedicwied aguarssc shoald
emdeavoar to encourage by any means
povsibile,

It i hard to try o diciate o lay
down hard and Rt rules as o how o
mxural looking  sdquarium  shoald
appear, In face, if ope had the chance
n examine the river bodtoms ol those
arexs from which enany of our fish
originally came, ome would pogably
thirk thar it wea the lsr thing that one
wanted fo imitmie im  the hosme
aguarmem.  One must, themefore, pro=
daite an sgquarium setting which looks
like what is hopoed a river bed shoulbd
lock like, amd 1 would doubt if there
would be any sunken ships, mermaids
af frogs blowing bubbles!

Are there sny mabiz which would
help us to malice =0 squErium anmange-
meent which would be both pleasing 1o
Jook ar, apd posdbly  both mstaral
looking  t» the inhabicenzs and
‘the aqueirist, even though nelther may
have “ever boem anywhere pear a
trapical river ¥ In painting o picrure
ong can [olko i rulss  amd
presluce an accopiable result snd in
the arrangonsnt of aguarinm decorm=
fions ome can imagine that one is
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dealing with 3 thees  dimensdonal
ploture which, in fact, one virmally &
There ore severnl facers of srrange-
ment which one can follow snd which,
when combimed with the aguarist
playing it by ear, or should 1 say
sight, will produce o result which
shoald be accepiable.

The main items which wall be ssed
b devnrate the aquarsum will be fish,
rocka, planes and gravel.  In choosing
thess onc must consider sach facts s
keight, sizs, colour, fexmare, form,
posidon, erc. . AR these lems will be
limited by whar is svailable for sale
angd collection.  Possibly the gravel
will be an item for which the choice
of colour, size and fexture will be
mather limited. Ty to obtmin o gravel
which iy mot 160 bright or dark in
eodour, Uravel can be  obtained
which i8 beight and glowing o a
mumber of daring colowrs as well a3
black snd white, Persopally | would
avodd these as they do nog seem wery
namural ;- however, o mnk with gravel
which was all black coudd probably
look wery atmective.  Insist that the
gravel which you bay B free from
pieoss of limestone or shedl  frag-
mends.  This can saove o bot. of
trouble [ater. Such gravel will pro-
bably be dourer thas ordinary studf
st 1he wxtra reaney will be well spont.

The question of rocks | have covered
in a previow amicls nix they should
Ibe ih & cobowr which blemds in with the
ocodour of the gravel and they sbould

e such that they do oot comban
ny sqbstences which are soluble in
waler, I yon are colleeting your cown
rocks; x5 you probably will be, bear
in mind the size of the mak for which
they dre intended and cloose cnes
of a switable size. It is beeper 1o have
a few harge rocks mather than o host of
tiny ooes.  Pick rodks which have few
or oo sharp edges.  Theie will look
mode natural. Hring some mediom
szl ansl amnall rocks as well, as these

siderable weight w0 come prepared.
The tocks should be washed before

A favorine term in some books for
the squarkst b the calre-pices. I 2
muafor object of decoration i placed
exactly in the centre of the squariam,
it tends to make the cank look a5 if i
warn cust Ammo. twn halves,  Skmdlardy,
if 8 now of rodks are pleced emctly

the centre of the squariam,
the tank again books as though it were
uf 1 two, in the other direction this
time, A usedul idea is vo imagine that
the iloor of the tank has been narked
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What
Is Your
Opinion?

by B. Whiteside

1 mrcmven oxLy two letters as the
result of the gquesthona st the cmd
of the last article in chis sesdes, Comn-
eeming the guestion of hacching
chicklid cpgy sway from the pancnts,
Mr. A, Mamshall, of Chesperficld,
Drerbyshire, says thar his experience
it Frmited o Melwarochremi Erabensis,
A, radeess, Wannacara anomala ansd
orange chromides. He hes not reied
o baeed or haich angels bur thinds
that they would neod the same con-
diricns as the abave fish. Mr, Magihall
tharoaghly clesns & small ek, vy,
16 in, % B inu =B in, and fills it
wilh tap water. He Atz heater,
thermoaar and acration stoBe woigh-
tod with bead. Plants, gravel, ec
ke contidered are oot needed. The
temporatate i sct at the ame aa
that of the mnk from which the cpgs
are o be removed.

Mr, Magshall gocs on to say that
the plant por, pebble, or slae, on
which the eggs bave been laid, i
gently memoved as soon as possible
after apawning, and placed gently

fnd as | keep saying to Frl-d;d;mu knew whers you were with
iho cold water,

o the bottom of the prepared tank,
with the sceation swone abowt 1 in.
from the eggs: (He says whar the
brief exposure of the eggs w che air,
does not seem o do any harm}. A
very geotle scfatlon it stasied and
methylens blus s added En dreogs
untl it is impoisshle 1o e the plene
pod, etc. For the mext few days it
i onby neccusry 1o sec that the
acration (5 continsouws. By the seventh
day the fry will be freceswimming,
amd the water will abmost have cleared.
In the cise of P, keibines snd A
ramirest, hrine shrimp may be given
immedimely they are free swimming,
but odfange chiomido: noed. infusoria
fof the firet week, of they will dic.
Mr, Marshall ends by sayving that he
hat wsed this method many times
onal ket he fieds that oaly a small
propartion of eggy fangus over,

From Wellisgton, Sakop, Mr. P K.
Browii Weiled ofi e subjects. In

Farcheng angel fab, he han found that

thn methad 1 wEed, Mr. Brown
v thar e izt be faken when
reoving the fry oo the reering sk, IF

_nnnl-!lcﬁiﬂnlhﬁl_h:

‘Theee mewe quesiions for the neax
articies (1) What smangements  did
Wiz mukier 36 bave vour fish looked
after whihe you weie on holidsy this
year? X)) What is youor  favourite
fab and why? (3 Why

i
|
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““Champion
of Champions’
Contest

Saturday & Sunday
Oct. 26-27, 1968.

See the "Elite” aof
the fishkeeping world

in the .

The biggest event in the
aquarists' calendar
Note the date—don’t miss it

British Aquarists’ Festival
Belle Vue, Manchester

Creraber, 968

The u.mqu.e n-p;hrmmq' of secing the arnstodris of the aguacum
world mtm'n.penunn i% again provided in the second “Champlon
of * Comtest, to be staged ag the 1958 British Aquasists
Festival at Belle Vue, Menchester, on 26-27 Ocober.

Epnnl-un‘d by The .-fqu.m-m and Pondkeeper, this prern.l:r conbest
beings together the winners of * Best Fish in Show" awards

throughowt the yesr, from which the jusdpes seleet the one qualifying
{isr thee honoar ol being *“Champion of Champions,'™
Everything points ta & ssroag entry, excesding the hig display
far the initésd conteit lest vear.  ‘These pofential MNational Cham-
pions will be a Eﬂ]p&intufintemll’nr the thousxinds of viatars
to. Belle Vs, for whom the "Champion of Champions™ comest
has provided & new peak in the !kjﬂttﬂiﬁnﬂlrdlﬁmﬁcﬂﬂ.-
The winner of the Cosicst will recelve anm inscribed
fect. gold lapel pin inscribed “Champion of Champions,” and a
cash prize of Twenty Guiness.  Similar plagues will be awarded
to the second and third place winners, with ciih paizes of Thinteen
aed Seven Guineas respectively,
The 1968 BAF. promiscs to be the "higgest ever,” occupying
moge space and exhibitiag 8 moch greses pssembly of fsh than
last vear.  Socicises kave been hapd at work om ideas for their
stands and we can look forward o many iatmcste and impressve
redults froan thefr ingenious  desigan.  Commencial cxhibicors,
165, have recognised the Gat-growing popularity of this cooeanding
Festival and will be showing & huge variery of atoractive fish and
up=to=dare equipment.

The BAF. and the “Champion of Champions”™ Conlest are
pro-cminent arcrsctions for all aguansis theooghout the couniry,
and 8 record amendance can be coafidently ensicipared

555
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Solution on page 575

The second is in PADDLE and also in WADE,
The third is in CUP and also in SAUCER,

The fourth is in KEATS but not in CHAUCER,
The seventh is in WOMAN and also in MAMN,
The eighth iz in POT and also in PAMN,

The ninth is in AUGUST but is not found in MAY,
The tenth i% in GREEN but not in GRAY,

The fifth is in DAM and also in DYKE.
Tha last is found in YORK UNIVERSITY,

The first is in JET and alsa in JADE,
The sixth is in CYCLE and also in BIKE.

by Dorcen Thicl




experts’
answers
to your
queries

Many queries from readers of
;rm ‘mrn!'r:'u- Hmd
ech month, all sapacts
of tho fancy boing covered,
ot all quories and angwors
can be published, and &
slamped delf-addressed
envolaps should be sent 5o
thai m ditect reply can be given,

I|..
Ll.
!
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Coldwater queries
answered by A. Boarder

Wil you please ndvise me how

tn.hmrhnmi‘
The frog isnot bkely 1o do any
the

be an ailing one or very slow moving
e,

My coldwater tank gets very
green. Would It help i 1 placed it
in the window ?

You woudd only make matters
woeks il you placed the tank in the
window, Gresn Algae can oaly fofm
in light. conditiors and  the lighees
the position of the mok the moe

“F
i
gﬁ

i
i%i

I have n pond 7.« 3f.
and would like to know
possible to breed goldfish

&

[~
F:F

l.n' i

If 3o what shee should the goldfish
be mnd what other fsh counld I
breed there 7

‘The pamber of fry which will
survive depersds on the amouant of




killing the Bih & well. There i,
in my opinlon only one way o nd
the fish of them and thet is b cacch
thems up and teal them wepanbchy
I once had an Infessatdon of these
kv Entroducing & tench from  the
wild. I soon red my fhh of the Hes
by immersing them for a few ménuges
in & weak sobution of Dettol.  Llee
not more than o quarter easpooniul
to & gallom of wader. Immerse the
fish whilsis beld ia s ner for a fow

The

vuin arosnd 1o find 4 hear which
they sl themselves o and suck
their jmices. Any wound left on &
gl will be betrer for 8 few hours in
salt solution, about s tablespoon
s walt b & galloh of wates.

A fow days age my fich in the
pond spawned. The eggs were tadd
on Moden and Avackarss and they
asw mem o have disappearsd
Where could they hove gome ms
they were separated (rom the
parent fish ¥ Alie there were fwa
male shubunkins and two golds-
fish Ffomales. What were the
chances of the spawn hatching ?

The cggn could kave harched i
laid mnd fertilised by @ny of the
varictics of goldfish as they arc all the
Eme species, fuit & defferent vaniony.
The eggs may have hached by
mow but it B oa fct that soim after
they have been led the femide egg
boocome practically mansparent when
they are difficult o afe @n the waber
et the indertile ones tum 2 enificy
white amd beoome  overed  with
mildeve, The eggs could have been
earen by any snails which were in the
pond of by other pods such @ the
larvas of vasiois fnsecis,

Tropical queries
answered

Iz It & foct that harmfal nsccts
may be introduced into a tank
when the rightful sccopants are
fed om live Duaplens?

Undesrablc indect: may be -
chuded in & cach of Daphnia. Bux
if the collected or parchased crust-
cexng-are placed 1n clein waler 18 a
glasa far or whitessided bowl, It
ihould ot ‘be too difficult o dotec
End remove any creanaeey Lhal shoukl
eeot b thiere or which sre unknown w
the aguarinl.

I shauld appreciate wome advice
on the brecding of Newsacara
amamsla.

Thia fish {s easdly pux off 28 paseral
duties if it or it aquarfom are sebs
fected o any divtuchance. But i
gll goes well, 1he female will rake
great care of the eggs and young.
It is neccesary, however, o scparate
the puir after spawming B over &
it in cxmmon for the fish o fom
temperameanal snd fight. The yoosg-
sters may be fed on oy D& TWOLTINN,
biise shnimps, and the like.

I should be grateful for any
imfermation you oan glve me
regarding the banjo catfish, the

Cerobor, 1958

scicatific name af which 1 do not
know.

The torm bango catfsh is apphicsd to
specien of the  genos  Buswespiiui,
and more panicualarly, ameng sqo-
FiieE, o M. soveeetdeur  Dhoun the
Amgere basin and thereabours. The
Bemecephahdar s chamcteridd by a
wide end depresied head, and s
body which f@pen away msber
sbiuptly o & bkaog tail. Thee
cxrial sppear 1 be guiie inoffensive
and spend @ Jot of tme pressed,
it wete, inm b compest, They arc
good soavengers amd mre most active
8k might, or ratbher alier dark, They
seddom  grow  much  brger than
about 4 o 3 i

1 am Imcerested in the smaller
barbe and would like to know the
name of & geod golden anc that
is emsy to keep mnd would not be
too difficult to breed fin a two-
fost sguarium.

Farksey pefins wonld st vou very
well. This  delighnfial  Heode bark,
popalarly  calied the golden. dwarf
barb, comes from centml and soatherm
Indis and seldom exceeds & length of
1} in. Akboogh ity basic cobowr i
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AR Nesd glance simdlar in colour
o ik neos fish, the cardinals
show a red stripe extending
ke whele body lenglh

Tropical queries continued

gold it has somse hilsck Blotchcs and
frregular blsck bams om the sides,
[t will ent any food amd will bresd
quate feadily. I will stapd a tem-
peraiate down o the maddle faxkics
[*F.) withowt suffering any harm,

Would it be pomible to bhrecd
the dwnrfl gourami In & 16 i8. =
B oim ¢ 10 ime tank?

The dward goorami will spawn
ima 16 s X F i = W in, tank,
but & lerger one |3 needed foo ibe
fry which; in the initinl sisges of
their Lives, call for all the swimming
spage  en clean, well-acrated  waler
voul can give them,

1 have bought sn underwatar
bunsns plant  Please give me
some Informution ns o this plant's
suceessful cultivation in the tropls
eal mguarism,

The room of this planr, which &
known 0 bBotnlies o N i
aquanica, should be bured in &
compast of coarse samd o fine gric
enriched with some clay, If the plant
B withour rooss, then it v advizakle
te cover the bsnana-like tobers
with domnpoat, where roof-formation
will soon ke place. Small plasns
and rhose without much {n the way
of roors and foliage shouwld be staried
i aboug 4 fo & in. of water. Menty
af  beight twoplight & neccssary,
winger and samnver alike, and a
rempernmure. of abour TSP (24°C,)
i1 a3 good et any.

1 am & beglnner o this fascinar-
ing habby of tropical fishkeeping
and wonld lke o ask you @&
question. Every Hme—ar 8o it
RS E—One ﬂmr Ewra=apeig anra=-
mis takes in air, i expels it agakn
with a sort of cracking sounsd.
Is this a sign of discase or some
deformity of the gilla?

S0 leng a3 your gousami fooks in
good coloar and {s swimming normally,
do mot warry. Gouramis offen ojest
buabbles of #r theoagh the gills
after making it in s che surface
Thiz eelexse of alr # often accome-

panied by grating or cracking sounds,

I have a flat concrete roafl
over a brick outhouse, If 1 runm
some plastic gunering to carry
rilnwater from this reof lote a
butt would thiz be safe 1o use in
Y Eguaariums ?

: the concrete i wll-
weathered, thar is o - say has been
expoied o the action of wind mnd
faan for a Joog time, all shoald be
well, Bui fusnish the container with
a moveable cover, with a bole in it
to take the down-spour, oo prevent
birds and gudts of wind i
anything 0 it lkely to pollate the
WalEs,

Herw does one sex and spawn the
cardinnl teten F

Af the sexes of this fish look alike
o k@i e wait unfil they have
aaiped @ fxir size wnd’ bave becn
brought  ino  breeding  condition.
This' i best achieved by paying
spevial altention to the Gsh's diet,
temiperatiere, and | Quality of  the
warer, which should be saft and
peary-acid, with a pH of shour 6.5,
When the fish are ready for breeding
the female will show 8 greater fulloess
in 1he sbdomen and & mone rounded
bresst than the male, A layer of
soaked peat on the botoony of the
aguattim, coanbined with some feath-
cey-ledved plant of hagher algae,
will kelp o safeguand the opgs from
the. egg-eating parents, As will be
readily realised, the fish muosc be
memoved [rom the tank as . sooo as
pawnng i oves, The cige should be
incubared in 3 soft Hghr The fry
are  f{recoswimmring  in abour  five
days. A tomperature of about 80°F.
(360 i advised. But be all this
a5 [t may, the fact remains that the
cardinal tetra Is one of ke meost
difficult fshes o bresd. In  chis
reipect it resembles  the  similar-
loolking Boon felra.

What are the requirements in
foed, temperatiurce, waler chemis-
try and tank space for the blecding
heart tetrn (Myphesobricen rubros
Higwa) ?

The blecding  heart 1ctea @ an
adepeable species and ardinarsly docs
very well in sny  well cared for
aquarium. It takes lhve and dried

THE AQUARIST




foods freely. As ic grows o aboar
3, plenty ol fwimnming pécc
well-aerated water b recommended
I its larger #idcs it is perhaps better
i keep this cetra with fshes of sboat
ity owm idne,

Az & novice fishkeeper | would
like e koew what the initials pH
stmnd for and what is meast by
pH of aguarium water.

The inirials pH spnd for posennal
Hydeogen, This in relation to waser
{and  soff) refers w0 the degroc. of
acidity or alkalimity imherent in chese
elementy, [he sale of Spures avic-
ciated with pH analysis has 7 o the
neutral  poind.  Figure: below 7
indicare progressive scidizy: figare

:

', Progresaive aliabinity. 1o gen-
plants and fishes Souriih beitr
a bwng mediam that = pesther
pcid por too alkalee. In shar,
faspe of from abowat &5 to 75
Mosr dealeri sell ko for revng the
pH af sguarium water.

“gw3

Recently 1 bought some coral o
my tropical tank. BHut
n few days sgo o friend with
yearys of cxperience o a fsh-
keeper bBehind him alarmed me
by saving that cernl In = fish
tank always gives more troable
than it ls worh. Is this teae ¥
The ereuble. with coral i that it
vemads o alialsfy and harden squarnum
wager, Mow, while some fishes are

memt  acoommodari as t3 the
qashry (ehemmuitey) of thelr squariim
water, there are others thar are awcge
Faddy aned will only flourish in wader
that §s on the solt side (or of neg-
ligable hardmessd) and  meutral o
acid {in terms of pH) ar thet. How-
over, we do nod think thet a few
sreadl picces of cocal in @ Gadr-sined
freshwarer tropical squarsum woukd
da any hasm, provided oo exire-
sensitive fishes such s Symiphyadon
spp, are present. But one fimal word
of wamisg.  Coral stedded  with
points thoald be exchoded from a
mek socked wath excitable or norv-
ous fishes. Comaly are quice safe and,
isdloed, arc the most suitable decom-
tion for & enariee ok

Ivy leaf Cryprocoryne

THE USE OF POFULAR Pames for fak
aml planes by aguarists may  be
comvenient but soenerimes can he very
confuting. An example is the ‘Tvy
leal ervprocoryne” which has bien
advertited in The Agwariw. Thia
plung dees mot appear 1o b 8 Cryppio-
coryree at all, but o species ol Symge-
reum, posashly 5. podophyviiow. The
mizleading aspect of the namss ‘[vy
bexl erpproceryme” 1 that if the plant
is grown under conditions soitshle

for true Crypiscorymer (i, cowdly
submesged), the plant may dic.

Although the genera Crypiosoryse
e Sympenzsem both bolang o the
family Ararear, Craproceryes i ntive
o eropecal 5.6 Asia whereat Symgo-
niwm I8 oomfined 1o mropleal §. and
Crertral Asnerica

Sveromum podobkplium B cawy o
grow iF fe §a permed and placed in g
warm, humid stmosphere, as foond

n oa fsh howse., If theated & o8
totafly aquatic plant, it will almost
cemainly dig, & fact which mast
bave hbeen discoversd by many
sqpaasiits, Under the might condibions
o great mamber af baves and ransees
are produded, and 30 propagation
can be achieved. Growth s rapid
and gn aiiractve plant soon results.
£, podepdepthon is npzBy obminable
from Borists a8 it can be grown =5 a

Bouse plamt,

An  coydiged  athoed-plated
plagoe, mounted on a hand-
madn Indisn Ragowosd back,
will be awarded o the
winapr of the "Chamgicn of
Champlons® contest a1 the
B, AF. Feglival (#00 page 555
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Waterhfe
- pests and
friends

Water-mites
(Hydracarina)

by Bill Simms

L-
i'

i a
mites and the ome shown here i of the e o=stwr=s including do

phnis,
Arrkenyray species. Like most other et jarvas, and  other
kinds af mite, these are small, being m creatures.  Like other
O o e e mven R . s

and only @ wery cxperts S2m = - prey,
identify them with certainty. sk wih their mundibles, and then

All mires, bowever, are rocopriaside ik gue g fmices,

o water-mites - live

:l';m.hyhﬂqﬁwﬂiﬂh m—

thoa be loag of shert, - 3 ..
mmﬂm m:nm:m - mmd apemd 8 Lasge part of thewr time

M‘rﬂmmﬁﬂ - '_-"nmwnrl'mtmmm:l

being globular and dinended = s ; Esocts as they senle on

form of ovoid o sgpbere. { H saticed, they should be
Being pocdatofs, waper-==ey Sl e Emy SLENE,

H ' fish that mighs

O'I.IIEIEE gowth, It fs an Are-

= 'Jﬂﬂlt rimne ir was abon
B nearly six feet bong,
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The marbdod nowt

Oeraber, 968

if #t moves, they snap at i—inchuding
163, logs #nd mils of other adpoles
with civious damage ; o, by planting
depeely, this danger b leasened.
Afrer about fous months of thas
larval and dangercus existenee, the
laege feathery gillh behind the head
are Bbsorbed o w6 e the fins along
the mh:hq-wﬂ:lndl.hnalhrﬁil'.
the bty colosation becomes darker
snd then avsumes the sduale patteming
it breaihey aicamd 113 meamorphesii
i comploted and &t leaves the water,
As thiv happens the youngaters
showld ke placed in & goneminer
holding smooth, mosst carth with half
u daren pieces of bark, flower pot, ¢,
an hiding places—a small dish of warer
1 unnmiurywimﬂl-m:mg:h
kepr humid, A shallow, wooden box,
lined with = plestic bag (cut o
measire} asd covered with a pieos of
glass makes an ideal bome for the
“newtlets™. They present mo difficulty
in focding since they resdily seze
senall pisces of canthwommn ar clots of

Phode by Lionel E Day

Tubjfex placed in frone of them.
Their  sppetite and  growth =i
amazing so that if they anc kept active
and feeding through their figst wisner,
within a year some of them will reach
a leogth of 4 im. and males will
cxhihit the beginnings of & cret in
the form of o lew domal ridge (s
opposed o the orsnge sripe i the
fernales),  Mormally,  howover,
fsatiariey is womined by the third year,

Hibemnation is cisential o hreeding
and may be accomplished by not
feeding the amimals for two weoks and
then placieg them in a container pock
as a cubical biscuit tin inge which has
been placed first a layer of carth and
then dead leaves—all opped by 3
layee of moss for innlatian.  Replace
the Nid and pat the whole in o garage
or cellar where the temperatune 8
Jow bui not below [Tecring-paint
Under these conditions: the newis
shoutd pess the wintce sccessfuliy
and re-appear five mentha later noae
the wosie.

B&T
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The obliging Silver Tipped Tetra

scientific namc of this fiih, Sterba fvours Mo matiing
marginars; 8 choics that Innes considers wrong | sdd
THE AQUARIST

of Maseraraa

4 this the fact thay thiz fish cither have on sdipose fin or not, and the mystery despens funther.

a3 does Innes, but MeTnemey comes dewn on the side
S8

*Note.—Thete sorms to be o linls confinion aver the




Stocking

|the

~ Community

Tank

by M. J. Parry

Zabira dankos

[Brachydamia revia)

Oetober,

[958

Dento  (Brachydomis  sigrofoieiar),
All are natives of Burma, pans of
India, the Malay Peninsula and
Sugmrra, where they inhabit smpding
mnd fas=flowing waters, with high
oxygen content. They are exclusively
shoaling  species, with shim  bodies
and upward-tuming mouths, Two

ﬂmmﬂmw‘
:mﬂ bl

are SCIOOE, BCTVE
md g:ml:d’u] fishes mnd continuaily
on the move. Consideration may alsa
be given o the White Clowd Mouzn-
tain Minnow | Tamickiiys albarmber)
a pative of the White Cloud Mounssing
of Caston, China, When  young
they are afien midaken for the
equally anractive Meon Tetns (Hvpher-

subject of experiment for the ad-
venturows breeder,

The classification  “'middle-swim-
ming fish™ affords moch  greager
wope for selection, as it includes
all commeon Bvebesrers, fishes of the
Raora  genus, and - elmost  every
member of the duabamiid Barb mnd
Characan Families.

Feom the fit group the Guppy
{Lobdrres reticalar neods linde intro-
duction, Indecd, throughour the
couniey, gioups have bécn formed
devoring themaeives exclusively o the
siiedy of this: fescimsting  apecies;
Its commeon name & derived from
that of its founder, Dr. B. L. Guppy,
who oolleoted them on a  large
scale 1m Trmidad arcoand 1859
It hax, since that time, been broaght
1obo  many  <ounbrics as  an ankl-
malarial mcasure, incleding Barbados:
the Lecwand Telands, Vencrucla and
Mogh Brazil

The Guppy is o prolific brecder,
even  fn coafined spaccs, voong

being produced every four o six

weeks, - In addition &t is m very
active, peacefil fish, seldom  oon=
tmcting disease. The female @&
genermlly o plain-greyish colour, tomlly
opposite o the male whose  body
colocation reflects cvery  colour of
the minbow.

53
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Guppios

One of the most popalar groups
amongs livebearinig flah are members
of the Motlienesiz  Fxmbly, mare
commoanly nowmn as “Maollie”. Four
WLMWlﬂihm1M'-
enera fafapimnag, M. aplemaps, A
valifera amd M. lanpansciara. To
kesp Mollies in good Realth a good
desl of soft vegetable food 3 necsss
;rrr:'}f]mn TE being provided

K g W grows on the
mnk sides, Duaring winter, - however,
this may meed m be supplémented
by boiled spinach, Baroce, oo
Alvernerively, wheatgerm i the form
of Bemax is refished by this famnily,
= by all Hvebearers.

Two rypes of Platics o be
recommonded  for  the communicy
tank; Xiphophorowr macalons  and
AL vanamd, the former being the
el widdly kept and the besr knowa,
The Ahlsculspay comes in' many
COROUT yarieties, io sasy Bybridiation

570

PeALIEAE 16 NAany teow strains; Fomales
cach a maximum lengeh of zthq:hn,
being much deeper bodied 1 the
male which meachéy  approximately
2 inches.

The Flaty vaniatas has onoe again,
several varhmives in colear. The
tail fin usaally being of red or crasge,
2 i the thrmat. The body i
gemerally greyish in colour,  with
purple spods or  streaks in ahe
ventral pegsedi. It reaches the @ame
dize ms i3 betrer knows  cousdn.
As all Platys will iotertireed ome
should neves mix the sexes of differont
ooloar marieties in 1he spme aquarism.

The Bnal common Evebearer, the
Swordmil { Xephapbarsie hallion is prob-
ably one of the hasdicst end ot
speceatular of fish to ke found in the
bome aquares. The males, in par-
ticufar, are the most asceective, with
their fong, poiabed swords and large
dorsal fin,

Nine ooliour varietes are  widely
avgilable: the goeen, red,  albing,
golden, black, nuedo, red-cyed ped,
wagtail and Berfin  In the  green
the body sbould be of a light green
colour, reflecring muTqooise, with a
vivid red lime munming from the eve
= ehe candal fin, The sword
extension i3 light cramge, edged with
black. In sods, the eoiire body
sibould B am intemes scarlel, ihe
weord  being  yellow, edged with
Black., [a the Berlin = Swordesl,
o coloar  verimgons  sre  fognd,
red and greem. In the fosmer
the Epper half of the body s intenes
scarlet, amd the lower hall black,
The sword s red edged wiih black.
Red and green Wegtail Swondtails
have similar markings to corparabic
variclies of Platics, whalst Afbimos
have pink cyes and no pigmentation,

The original green Swordmil from
which all  colour  varietics  have

THE AQUARIST
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Higgor barbs

twan, and have been BHkened fo
“sguarium vacoum cleamers™. They
are the most harmless of ipecimens,
and although some (particobarly Pl
corramig), command © a  high  price,
they are well worth the meoncy.

It has not boen possible in the
space. of this article, 1o give anyrhing
more than juss a baie knsight ino
the many species wvxilable o the
hobbyist in  kis swocking of the
*eommunity tank', Isincerely bope,
however, thiat it might have sasisted
the beginners omongst us, with

fram which, with a htle
cxperiment, they might derve great
plexsre,

Corydoras aneus

Readers are inpited fo express their views and opinions on snbjects
af interest fo aguarists. The Lditor reserves the right to shorfen
letters mhen considered mecessary and is wot responsible far the

apinions expressed by correspondents.

Oictober, 15968

Address fellers lo The Edifor
The Aguarist,

THE BUTTS, HALF ACRE
BRENTFORD, MIDDLESER
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The Archer Fishes

by Christopher Heald

Tk ARCHER FESHES arc & small family
of fishes knoont 45 the Towotidee of
which there are five #pecies.  Thoy
inhabit che seas around Javd, and
they abdain a length of about & inches
The colour of the archer flsh &
usually silvery-grey with six blsck
bars ranming vertically down the bady
giving the fish a very siriking appear-
ance..  They will eap live food, »
particalar favourite being menlworms
which are knocked into the water by
shoating drops of water t© a8 diswansce
of 3 o 4 lect with great accumacy.
Many ovpes of kndocts dfc taken, and
i wiaiter when théy are very scarce,
A good adea 53 10 plade a tray on the
surface of the. water conmining the

crysalids of the kouss iy o that they
provide 8 corscent supply of [ood as
the fies hatch. The crysalids can be
boght for @ few pence ot meost fihing
tackie shops in both summer  and
wInles

A temperature of T2<T5 degrecs
usgslly proves mamfecory,  As i
enkabaly beackish water Bt irs nagural
covitonment 8 muxture of saly wager
b Tocommamended.

Unformnsely nothing  is  yer
known of cither sex determination or
the brosding habals of the archer fizh,
bur it gers along well with boah it
owm and other specice and is thus an
exceflent additon 10 any oommunity
tank.

THE AQUARIST



i i mmmm mmmﬁ x.

.. mwm, mammmm wm m mmmmmm wﬂm 15N

3 mwmﬂ mwwmmm mmmwmm mmwmew MW mwm@mhmwwwm. it

Mwwmm B4 wmm@m mhhmw mmmmmmm mm jisse: ummmmmmmm
wmm m_ M hi wwm i mwmhmm mw“m

__.m m Mm.%mm b ,ﬁé i w m
hWEMMhMM_ il %Mﬂﬁﬁﬁmw

mMm m«mwmwm mmemm wNWWMMh

nh@m m } w
wwwmmmmwmww
i bl
wmm_mﬂmemwmwhmmmwwawmwwmm

g m

1 to “Find ﬂ:e ‘lis]i”
Answer, JACK DEMPSEY

o g o R
3 a i
: ......- N o
|. B r ”... .—_
'
.
g




J---l-l-IIIl--IIllllllllllllllllllllllllIllllllllllllllllIlIlllllllilllllllllllll.l-lllIIIl---

i mm,Wm.mmmw mmmmmm.a Mm....mwmwmmm m.um.“wmmmm .m.m m__-ﬂmunm : um M m..q -
i e mm i e £
il wﬂ%

m | 5 £ 2fei
st _% il ﬁ%;
: ﬂ_f: .LLM.__ s
mmmqm,%w m&mm i mmmw m& mmm | mwm i mw u% 5

;

:M A G e
m “mh .@ 0 s
il mﬁ

mm m

ﬁ %%mm mmmwm%m
....__ﬁ-* : g 5
mmmmm m mmmwm%m m .mrm

_.u

%“ral

o wm

.1 - o (T

=i ww .-.haﬂlﬂ
vn: mp

naLr mmﬁm
mhpmm

mwmmmﬁ

icE London N12

2l
-
£
5]
F
i
[
™

‘month preceding the month of publication,

inclusion on this page should reach the Editor by the 5th of the

| Moothly reports from Secretaries of aquaris’ socieries for



AWARD LABELS FOR TANKS AT
SHOWS
H - Za . I. 'm L '.{m H .- <
el b B i one
100 for 35. 0d. {post Tree)

Cibdainabile from
T NS T S e

TANK CLASS AND NUMBER LABELS

issues of “The arist’ (two years' supply)
with the title gold-blocked on the spine, are
now in stock, ]

15]- each (ineluding packing and postage—19(- | :

These attractive binders made to hold 24 E

o Butts, Half Acre,

Ocober, 1968




